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PREFACE 

The report contained in this volume was presented to City 
Council by the City Attorney on July 6, 1920, with the following 
communication : 

Elizabeth, N. J., July 6, 1920. 

To THE H0NORAB1.E City Council. 
Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to resolution of your honorable body on April 5, 
1920, requesting to make a report as to all of the property owned 
by the City of Elizabeth, exclusive of property purchased by the 
City for tax liens, and school property (title to which is in the 
Board of Education of the City of Elizabeth, in the County of 
Union) with such data relating to the manner of acquiring same, 
the consideration, etc., as may be found in the records, same to 
be for the permanent files of the City, I beg to submit, under 
separate cover, the report as requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH T. HAGUE, 

City Attorney, 
Which was received. 

{City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 327.) 

Subsequently, on August 6, 1920, the following resolution 
was adopted by Council : 

By PRESIDI5NT Manning: 

RESOLVED, That 300 copies of the report of the City Attor- 
ney on the parks and other city property be printed, under the 
direction of the City Attorney, in book form, for the use of the 
members of the City Council and the various city departments, 
and that the Board of Public Works be requested to have the 
City Engineer prepare such maps or prints as the City Attorney 
shall find necessary for insertion in same. {City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 62, p. 361.) 
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At the meeting of City Council, held September 7, 1920, the 
Clerk presented the following from the City Attorney : 

To TH^ HONORABI<^ CiTY COUNCII. 

OF TH^ City of Euzab^th. 

Gentlemen: 

At your meeting of August 5th, last, I was directed by reso- 
lution of your honorable body to have printed 300 copies of the 
report submitted by me on parks and other city property. 

Before undertaking this work I have obtained prices on 300 
to 500 copies, which are as follows : 

Book of 200 pages, 500 copies, $1,350.00 ; book of 200 pages, 
300 copies, $1,178.00; book of 150 pages, 500 copies, $1,118.00; 
book of 150 pages, 300 copies, $965.00. 

It is probable that the book will run closer to the 200 page 
mark than the 150. 

The figures obtained were based upon acceptance of price at 
once as there is to be an increase of 25 per cent, in the cost of the 
plates which it is necessary to have made for the maps as shown 
in the report, this process being a much cheaper one than having 
white prints made. 

I would therefore suggest that Council take some definite 
action on the matter at its meeting of September 7th, if it is the 
desire of Council to have this report printed. 

Very truly yours, 

JOSEPH T. HAGUE, 

City Attorney. 

Which was received. 

(City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 356.) 

At the same meeting the following resolution was adopted : 

By President Manning: 

RESOLVED, That the City Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to have printed 500 copies of his report 
to City Council on parks and other city property, at a cost not to 
exceed one thousand three hundred and fifty dollars ($1,350.00). 
{City Council Minutes Bk. 62, p. 366.) 
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Pursuant to this authorization and direction the report has 
been printed under the supervision of the City Attorney, in such 
form as to make the data included in this report available for 
reference by the various officials, boards, departments, or citizens 
who might have occasion to investigate any of the matters covered 
by this report. 

As will be noted several of the tracts which are used as parks 
are unnamed, while others bear names which have not been des- 
ignated officially. With the idea of having these parks officially 
named, the following communication was sent to the Board of 
Public Works on October 6, 1920. 



October 5, 1920. 

Board of Public Works, 
City Hall, 
EHzabeth, N. J. 

Gentlemen: 

I beg to transmit herewith a list of properties dedicated or 
used by the City for park purposes, but which have not been 
officially named so far as I have been able to ascertain. 

Under direction of the City Council a report concerning the 
history of these and other city properties is being printed in book 
form, and it seems to me that it would be proper to have such 
unnamed tracts officially named at this time, in order that record 
of such action may be included in this printed report, and the 
record thereby made complete for all time. I would therefore 
recommend to your Board the consideration at an early date of 
the matter of assigning names for the tracts on the attached list. 

I would respectfully suggest that where land has been given 
for park purposes by citizens, it would be a fitting tribute to their 
memory and a suitable recognition of their gift, if the Board 
could see its way clear to name the tract for the donor. With 
this thought in mind, I have added to the list of properties to be 
named a brief statement of the facts concerning the acquisi- 
tion, etc. 

Very truly yours, 

JOSEPH T. HAGUE, 

City Attorney. 



IV PUBLIC PROPERTIES 



The list transmitted includes : 

Union Square, Park at Meadow and Mary Streets and Adams 
Avenue; Land adjoining the Recreation Pier; Park at Madison 
and Magnolia Avenues and Meadow Street; Stone property in 
Tenth Ward; P'ay Woods Park Site; Park at intersection of 
Bayway, Westfield and Park Avenues ; Park at Newark, Sheridan 
and North Avenues; Park at intersection of Grove and West 
Jersey Streets and Linden Avenue, and Land adjoining the 
South Elizabeth Station. (Board of Public Works Minutes, Bk. 
4, p. 241.) 

Names for these tracts have been chosen, and ordinances to 
establish same are now pending. {See notes under respective 
histories of the several tracts.) 

This volume would seem to be incomplete without some men- 
tion of the death of Mr. James J. Manning, President of City 
Council from 1917 to 1921, who conceived the idea of the com- 
pilation of this report, and who sponsored its publication in the 
present form. 

It is a source of regret to the compiler, as well as to others 
who knew Mr. Manning's keen interest in this work, and his 
satisfaction and pride in the typewritten report presented to 
Council on July 6, 1920, that he did not live to see its completion 
in book form. 
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REPORT OF THE 

CITY ATTORNEY ON PARKS AND OTHER PUBLIC 

PROPERTY OF THE CITY OF ELIZABETH, N. J. 



Elizabeth, N. J. 
July 6, 1920. 



To THE Honorable City Council, 
01^ THE City of Elizabeth. 



Gentlemen: 

In November of last year I was requested by President Man- 
ning to ascertain the names of the donors of the several parks of 
the City. This work in some cases involved an examination of 
the earliest records available, and brought to light data on other 
properties, title to which is now in the City, but not acquired by 
gift. Anticipating that it would be the desire of City Council to 
have this data included in the report, it was noted as found, and 
little by little the list grew until it now includes fifty-two titles. 
{See Note No, 1.) 

On April 5th, last, I submitted the data originally asked for 
by President Manning, and brought to his attention the fact that 
the additional material has been collected, and asked to be author- 
ized to complete the work for the permanent records of the City, 
if same met with the approval of Council, which authority was 
given by resolution introduced by President Manning on the same 
date. Since that time the work has been pushed as rapidly as 
possible. 

Note 1. Subsequently, but prior to the printing of this report, 
two more properties were acquired by the city, and included in 
this report when prepared for the printer. 
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The communication and resolution referred to in the fore- 
going paragraph are as follows : 

April 5, 1920. 

Hon. James J. Manning, 
President City Council, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with your request of some months ago, I am 
forwarding you herewith a list of the principal parks belonging 
to the City of EKzabeth, the date when, and the parties from 
whom acquired. 

I feel, however, that it would be of considerable value to the 
City at this time to have collated the record of all of the prop- 
erties owned by the City of Elizabeth (exclusive of school lands, 
title to which is in the Board of Education of the City of Eliza- 
beth, in the County of Union), and also exclusive of properties 
purchased by the City for tax liens, together with such data as 
will show whether the same was acquired by purchase, gift or 
condemnation. Anticipating that this would no doubt meet with 
your approval, we have gone ahead and collected the greater part 
of the data to make up such a report, and I feel that same can 
be in proper shape for presentation at the May meeting of City 
Council. 

If this meets with your views, will you kindly have the neces- 
sary direction made for me to prepare such a report for the per- 
manent records of the City. 

Very truly yours, 

JOSEPH T. HAGUE, 

City Attorney. 

The properties reported on in the list above referred to were : 

Jackson Park, Jefferson Park, North Park, Wilson Park, 
Sheridan Park, Union Square, Scott Park and City Hall Site, 
Liberty Square, Olympia Square, Military Park, Leggett Park, 
Meadow Street, Adams Avenue and Mary Street; Recreation 
Pier, North End School House Site, Madison Avenue, Magnolia 
Avenue and Meadow Street; City Playground, Continental 
Field; City Playground, South Broad Street. {City Council Min- 
utes, Bk. 62, ^ 265.) 
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Resolution Adopted April 5, 1920. 
By the President : 

WHEREAS, The City has from time to time acquired prop- 
erty by gift, purchase or condemnation, and 

WHEREAS, The records relating to these various properties 
are scattered through the files of the City„ and are not available 
for ready reference, and 

WHEREAS, Such a compilation would be of great value to 
the City, as a permanent record- of its public property, and the 
manner in which the same was acquired, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the City Attorney be and he is hereby 
directed to prepare a report as to all of the property owned by 
the City of Elizabeth, exclusive of the property purchased by 
the City for tax liens, and school property (title to which is in 
The Board of Education of the City of Elizabeth, in the County 
of Union) with such data relating to the manner of acquiring 
same, the consideration, etc., as may be found in the records, 
same to be for the permanent files of the City. 

(City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 265.) 

Pursuant to the above resolution, I submit herewith the com- 
plete report on the various properties owned by the City of Eliza- 
beth, exclusive of properties purchased by the City for tax liens, 
and school properties (title to which is in the Board of Education 
of the City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union). 

This report includes a statement of deed or grant and the 
description of the property appearing therein, maps prepared by 
the City Engineer, and such data as to the manner of acquiring 
the property as I have found in the records of the City, County 
and other sources. 

The data is not claimed to be perfect, nor complete. Many of 
the early records are incomplete and poorly indexed, and the 
compilation of this report has involved the examination of the 
records of Essex and Union Counties, the files of various depart- 
ments of the City, and also old histories, reports, and maps. It 
can be readily understood that in a work of such wide scope 
minor errors are very liable to creep in, and can only be dis- 
covered by a very careful checking, which it has been impossible 
to do in the limited time at my disposal for the completion of this 
work. I would therefore ask to be permitted to reserve the 
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privilege of correcting such errors as further checking may dis- 
close. {See Note No. 2.) 

I found from an examination of the early proceedings of City 
Council that there were attempts made at various times covering 
a period of years, to determine the City's interest in certain speci- 
fied tracts, as in the case of Jackson and Jefferson Parks, which 
is more fully set out under those titles ; or to ascertain what real 
estate belonged to the City. On December 1, 1863, Council di- 
rected the City Attorney to examine the record and report to 
Council all real estate belonging to the City, the cost of same, and 
for what purpose occupied and held {City Council Minutes, Bk. 
2, p. 157). The then City Attorney, Robert S. Green reported on 
January 26, 1864, with list, which embraced the Almshouse tract 
acquired in 1824; an engine and station house site at First and 
Franklin Streets (since sold) ; an engine house site on West 
Grand Street (since sold) ; the site of Engine House No. 1 on 
Broad Street ; the Morrell Street School property (title to which 
is now in the Board of Education) ; the site of Engine House No. 
3 (old) on Centre Street; and the tract later known as Sheridan 
Park on South Broad Street. He also reported that he found no 
deed for the property in the First Ward on which the school 
house stands, but presumed that it belonged to the City. This 
report was received at a meeting of City Council held January 26, 
1864. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 2, p. 175.) 

I am of the opinion that there are further records to be found 
cither here or in Essex County, which will throw more light on 
some of the older titles, such as the land now known as "Scott 
Park'' and the land on Broad Street in front of the First Pres- 
byterian Church. I spent some time in Essex County examining 
their road records, with the idea that it might possibly show 
something as to the early history of what is now Broad Street, 
but up to this time have been unable to locate anything bearing on 
the matter. 

In the compilation of the report I have had in mind the gath- 

NoTE 2. This checking has been completed as to the 
references. 
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ering and preservation under one cover of a record of the various 
properties now owned by the City, with a brief reference to the 
principal actions taken by the City in connection therewith, in 
such form as to be available for reference by the city officials 
who might have occasion to refer thereto. 

In the collection of the data and compilation thereof I have 
been ably assisted by Miss Carrie C. Marsh, of this department, 
and any credit for same is largely due to her untiring efforts and 
assistance to me in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH T. HAGUE, 

City Attorney. 
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ririx NO. 1. 



JACKSON PARK 

136-166 Second Street 200-242 Court Street 

137-167 Park Place 201-243 Broadway 

Located in the Second Ward, bounded by Broadway, Court 
and Second Streets and Park Place. 

Dedicated by Edward Kellogg by the' filing of map entitled 
"Map of the New Manufacturing Town of Elizabethport, New 
Jersey," filed in the Clerk's office of the County of Essex in 1835. 
It would appear that formal acceptance of same was made by 
City Council on July 8, 1868. Officially named. (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 8, pp. 61-63.) 

Deed for this property was offered to the City in the year 
1856, but under conditions which were not acceptable to the City, 
and Council declined to accept same. The unexecuted deed is in 
the City Hall. {City Clerk^s Deed Bk., Vol. 1, No. 19.) 

On March 1, 1860 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 1, p. 9), and 
on April 1, 1873 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 17, p. 114), the City 
Attorney was instructed to report to Council regarding the owner- 
ship of this and other parks, but apparently no report was* made 
pursuant to these resolutions. On May 13, 1868, however, a reso- 
lution was adopted which provided for the appointment of a 
special committee of three to inquire into the ownership of 
"Jefferson Park, in the Fifth Ward, and of the Park in the First 
Ward," and authorizing them to treat with the owners of said 
parks for a conveyance to the City if they do not belong to the 
City. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 8, p. 16.) 

This Committee was duly appointed and reported at great 
length on July 8, 1868, as follows : That in 1835, the owners of 
the tract filed a map in Essex County showing this block marked 
as "Park", ("Map of the New Manufacturing Town of Eliza- 
bethport, N. J.") Lots were sold and deeds given; deeds did not 
mention the park, but referred to the map, in most cases describ- 
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ing the lots by the map numbers. In 1856 the owners offered to 
convey this property to the City, subject to conditions, which 
oifer was declined for reasons not ascertained by the Committee 
making the report. On November 20, 1865, an ordinance was 
passed to lay out, open, take and appropriate said block as a park, 
and the Committee on Streets was directed to treat with the 
owners thereof. No record of further proceedings in this con- 
nection was found by said Committee. On May 1, 1866, the City 
Surveyor, in pursuance of resolution of Council reported grade 
and survey, which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Grounds. No record of further proceedings in this connection 
was found by said Committee. The aforesaid special committee 
reported recommending "Unequivical and express acceptance of 
parks to be held and improved as the city finances will permit," 
which report was received and the recommendations adopted 
July 8, 1868. The resolution also fixed the name as "Jackson 
Park." (City' Council Minutes, Bk. 8, pp, 61-63.) 

Jackson Park contains a shell from the Battleship "Maine" 
bearing the following inscription : "Erected by the City of Eliza- 
beth in memory of the sailors who lost their lives on the Battle- 
ship 'Maine' in Havana Harbor on February 15, 1898, one of 
whom, Charles F. J. Fadde, was a native of this City." 

The park also contains a monument to the memory of Dean 
Gessner, for many years the Pastor of St. Patrick's Church. The 
inscription is as follows : "Dean Gessner ; Erected by the Citizens 
of Elizabeth, A. D. 1915." 

There was in the southwest portion of the park, located prob- 
ably 150 feet from Second Street and very close to the line of 
Broadway, a plot of ground used for burial purposes. The 
writer has been informed by old residents that fifty or sixty years 
ago this plot was enclosed by a fence. It contained the graves of 
some of the families living in that section of the city about the 
year 1830. It was used for burial purposes very little, if any, 
after the same was acquired by Edward Kellogg in 1835. It was 
also supposed to have been used at one time as a burying ground 
by the Indians. All the bodies appear to have been taken up some 
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time prior to 1865 and moved to other burying grounds in the 
city. 

The Budget of the City for the year 1920 provided $9,000 
for the construction of a Public Comfort Station in this park, 
which is now in course of erection. 
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Jackson Park 



(NOTE — This deed was never executed.) 



EDWARD KELLOGG OF THE CITY OF \ 
BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF KINGS J DEED. 

AND STATE OF NEW YORK, AND I Date , 1856. 

ESTHER F., HIS WIFE, \ Ack. 

1 Rec. 
^^ 1 Book , page 

Conveys: 

ALL that certain Square or Block or parcel of Land situate, 
lying and being at or near Elizabethtown Point, in the County of 
Essex and State of New Jersey, which is particularly laid down, 
designated and distinguished on a certain map entitled "Map of 
the New Manufacturing town of Elizabethport, New Jersey," 
(which map is on file in the office of the Clerk of the County of 
Essex aforesaid), by the designation "THE PARK." Bounded 
and described as follows viz: "BEGINNING" at the north or 
northeasterly comer of "Broadway" and "Second Street" (on the 
easterly side of "Broadway" and on the northerly side of "Second 
Street") and running thence northwestwardly along the eastwardly 
line of Broadway to the southwardly line of "Park Place," thence 
northeastwardly along the southwardly line of "Park Place" to the 
westwardly line of "Court Street," thence southeastwardly along 
the said westwardly line of Court Street to the northwardly line 
of the said Second Street, then southwestwardly along the said 
northwardly line of Second Street to the eastwardly line of 
Broadway at the place of beginning, as by the said map on file 
as aforesaid, reference being thereunto had may more fully 
appear. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular the above de- 
scribed land and premises hereby granted with the appurtenances 
unto the said parties of the second part and their successors for- 
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ever, UPON THE EXPRESS CONDITION nevertheless, that 
they the said parties of the second part and their successors do, 
perform, and observe all things herein specified to be done, ob- 
served and performed in respect thereto, as follows, to wit : 

FIRST : THAT they shall on or before the first day of Jan- 
uary one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, clear, grade and 
level the said premises and roll the same so that the ground shall 
be even, smooth and free of all bushes, and stones, and prepare 
the same suitably for the growth and maintenance of a clean sod, 
and plant the same with shade trees ; 

AND also enclose the same with a suitable ornamental Park 
fence with convenient gates and lay out convenient cross walks ; 

AND shall also grade, level and roll the sidewalks all around 
the same outside the said fence in a suitable manner for the con- 
venient use of foot passengers along, upon those sides, of the 
aforesaid streets, which adjoin the premises. 

SECOND : THAT no building shall ever be erected thereon, 
but that they the said parties of the second part and their suc- 
cessors shall keep and maintain the same forever, and for a 
Public Park free of all buildings or other erections of any and 
every description for the common use of the owners and oc- 
cupiers of the lots of ground laid out on the aforesaid map their 
heirs and assigns, and especially for the improvement, and in- 
crease, in value, of the various lots on the said map belonging to 
the said Edward Kellogg and also other lots by him conveyed to 
other persons, and also for the benefit and advantage of the said 
Edward Kellogg and such other persons and his and their heirs 
and assigns forever. 

AND in default of the performance and observance of all 
things above specified, and upon the violation of the above men- 
tioned conditions or of either of them or of any part of either, 
these presents and the conveyance hereby made shall become and 
be thenceforth void, and the Estate hereby granted shall cease, 
and the said Edward Kellogg party of the first part to these pres- 
ents and his heirs shall be thereupon possessed of and entitled to 
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the said premises as and of their present Estate as fully to all 
intents as if these presents had never been made, and as if he and 
they had up to the time of the breach of such condition, been in 
the actual possession of the said premises; the possession of the 
said premises in the meantime, by the said parties of the second 
part being, to that end deemed the possession of the said Edward 
Kellogg and his heirs, and as their Tenants. 
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TITLE NO. 2. 

JEFFERSON PARK 

441-447 Jefferson Avenue. 1100-1122 Mary Street. 

440-488 Madison Avenue. 1101-1121 Anna Street. 

Located in the Twelfth Ward, bounded by Jefferson and 
Madison Avenues, Anna and Mary Streets. 

This park was dedicated by the filing of "Map of North Part 
of the City of Elizabeth," filed in the Union County Clerk's 
office April 28th, 1858, showing block marked "Park," at which 
time Edward N. Kellogg appears to have been the owner in fee 
of the land shown on said map. 

On March 1st, 1860, City Council passed a resolution in- 
structing the City Attorney to give his opinion in the matter of 
the title of the City to this park. (City Council Minutes Bk. 1, 
p. 9.) Nothing has been found to indicate that this opinion wias 
ever given. 

» On May 13th, 1868, a special committee of three was ap- 
pointed to inquire into the ownership of "Jefferson Park in the 
P'ifth Ward and the Park in the First Ward" and authorizing 
them to treat with the owners of said parks for a conveyance to 
the City, if they do not belong to the City. (City Council Minutes 
Bk, 8, p. 16.) This committee was duly appointed and reported 
back on July 8th, 1868, as follows : That in 1859 a deed for this 
park was offered to the City, on certain conditions, which deed 
was declined for reasons not ascertained by the Committee ; that 
there had been no express acceptance by the City and there are 
grave doubts whether it has been sufficiently accepted by an user 
thereof ; that the owner in fee began, after the offer was declined 
by the City, to make the improvements which he in his offer 
had required the City to make, trimming trees, etc., the cost of 
same amounting to upwards of $4,500, and that the estate offers 
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a deed for that sum. The Committee recommended that pay- 
ment be made when city finances permit. The Committee recom- 
mended "Unequivocal and express acceptance of the parks to be 
held and improved as the city finances will permit, which report 
was received and the resolution adopted at the same meeting of 
Coiuicil. The resolution also fixed the name as "Jefferson Park," 
although it is referred to in the City Council Minutes prior to 
this date under that name (City Council Minutes Bk. 8, p. 61). 



Title No. 2. 
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TITLE NO. 3. 

NORTH PARK 

Since the submission of this report the name of 
this park has been changed to ^'Kellogg Park" in 
honor of the Kellogg family, who gave several tracts 
of land to the City for park and street purposes. 

• 

Located in the northeastern part of the City, in the Twelfth 
Ward, bounded by North and Madison Avenues, Fanny and 
Walnut Streets, as designated and laid down on a "Map of the 
North Part of the City of Elizabeth, N. J.," on file in the office 
of the Clerk of Union County, as "North Park," being seven 
hundred feet long on each of its four sides. It was conveyed to 
the City of Elizabeth, in consideration of $1.00 by William W. 
Crane and Augustus C. Kellogg, trustees under deed from 
Edward N. Kellogg and Joseph H. Barker, of the first part; 
Ebenezer Piatt and Anna M., his wife, James C. Blake and 
Harriet, his wife, and John Q. Dudley and Helen M., his wife, of 
the second part; Charles Griffith, widower, James C. Blake and 
Harriet, his wife, Charles L. Doe and Lizzie, his wife, and John 
S. Davidson and Adelia S., his wife, parties of the third part, 
by deed dated June 1, 1871, recorded October 31, 1871, "for the 
uses and purposes of a public park, and for no othei uses and 
purposes whatever, on the condition that the City will not at any 
time use or permit the use of the land for any purpose excepting 
as a park, and will not erect or suffer to be erected thereon any 
edifice, building or erection whatever except such as shall be 
intended to be and shall be for ornament only or as shall be 
adapted to the use of said parcel of land as a public park/' 
(Union County Deeds, Bk. 60, p. 571 &c.; City Clerk's Deek Bk. 
Vol. 1, No. 54.) 

On September 26, 1871, on recommendation of the Committee 
on Law, City Council adopted a resolution accepting the deed and 
the land thereby conveyed, as a public park, to be called and 
designated by the name of "North Park." {City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 15, p. 20.) 
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North Park 

wii.uam w. crane and augustus c. 
kei.i*0gg, trustees under the deed 
from edward n. keli.ogg and 
joseph a. barker, to them here- 
inafter mentioned, parties of the 
first part; ebenezer platt and 
anna m., his wife, james c. blake 
and harriet, his wife, and john 
q. dudley and helen m., his wife, 
parties of the second part; 
charles griffith, widower, james 
c. blake and harriet, his wife, 
charles l. doe and lizzie, his 
wife, and john davidson and 
adelia s., his wife, parties of the 
third part, 



TO 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



DEED $1.00— 

Dated June 1, 1871. 
Ack. Sept. 18, 1871. 
Rec. Oct. 31, 1871. 
Book 60, page 571, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

WHEREAS, the said Edward N. Kellogg and Joseph H. 
Barker being seized in fee of all that tract or parcel of land and 
premises hereinafter particularly described^ situate, lying and 
being in the City of Elizabeth, in the Coimty of Union and State 
of New Jersey, which is laid down and designated on "A map of 
the north part of the City of Elizabeth, N. J." (on file in the 
Clerk's Office of the said County of Union) as "North Park," 
being seven hundred feet long upon each of its four sides did by 
their certain deed bearing date the Eighteenth day of August, in 
the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, grant, bar- 
gain, sell and convey the same unto the said William W. Crane 
and Augustus C. Kellogg, parties of the first part, hereto as joint 
tenants and not as tenants in common in trust nevertheless and to 
and for the following uses and purposes, to wit : 

FIRST: To keep and retain the same as a park for the 
common use of the said Edward N. Kellogg and Joseph A. 
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Barker and their heirs and assigns forever, under the care, man- 
agement and control of the said Edward N. Kellogg and Joseph 
A. Barker, their heirs and such persons as they may sell the lots 
laid out upon said Map fronting upon said park, their heirs and 
assigns or such persons or persons as they or a majority in interest 
of them shall designate and select for that purpose, and 

SECONDLY, to convey the same to the City of Elizabeth for 
the uses and purposes of a Public Park exclusively whenever the 
said Edward N. Kellogg and Joseph A. Barker, their heirs and 
such persons as shall then own the said lots laid out upon said 
Map fronting upon said park or a majority in interest of them 
shall so request in writing, upon the City Council of the said City 
of Elizabeth entering into a stipulation in writing under seal of 
said City to maintain, preserve and keep said park in good en- 
closure by suitable chains or other fence, and in good and suitable 
condition and improvement as to trees, walks, lawns, &c., so as 
to accommodate the public and render the same attractive forever 
and not to devote the same, or allow it to be used for any other 
use or pui'pose than as a public park ; and upon this contingency 
that in case the same shall at any future time be abandoned for 
the uses and purposes aforesaid the same shall in title and estate 
revert to the said Edward N. Kellogg and Joseph A. Barker, and 
to their heirs and assigns forever, in the same interests as they 
were then entitled thereto, as by the said deed bearing date the 
Eighteenth day of August in the year One Thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-nine, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of 
Union County on the Twenty-third day of August in the year One 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine in Book number five (5) of 
Deeds pages One hundred and seventy-one (171), &c., will on 
reference thereto among other things more fully appear. 

AND WHEREAS, The said Joseph A. Barker did by his 
certain deed bearing date the Fifteenth day of March in the year 
One thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, convey unto 
Augustus C. Kellogg all his undivided interest in the said parcel 
of land with other lands, as by the said last mentioned deed 
recorded in the said Clerk's Office on the Sixteenth day of March 
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in the year One thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, in Book 
Number Twenty-three (23) of Deeds pages Two hundred and 
forty-eight (248), &c., will more fully appear. 

AND WHEREAS, The said Augustus C. Kellogg in his own 
right, and the said August C. Kellogg, Aaron Woodruff Kellogg 
and William F. Day, as Executors of the last Will and Testa- 
ment of Edward N. Kellogg, deceased, did by their deed bearing 
date the First day of July in the year One thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-eight, convey to the said Ebenezer Piatt, James C. 
Blake and John Q. Dudley, parties hereto of the second part, all 
the interest of the said August C. Kellogg and of the said Edward 
N. Kellogg in his lifetime and at the time of his death in the 
aforesaid parcel of land, as by the said last mentioned deed 
recorded in the said Clerk's Office on the Twenty-second day of 
July in the year One Thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, in 
Book number Twenty-eight (28) of Deeds page Seven hundred 
and seventy- four (774), will on reference thereto more fully 
appear. 

AND WHEREAS, The said parties hereto of the third part 
are the owners of nearly all of the lots laid out upon the map 
hereinbefore referred to fronting on the said park, and have a 
majority in interest in the same and the said parties of the third 
part hereto desire and hereby request that the said parcel of land 
be conveyed by the said Trustee to the said City of Elizabeth for 
the purposes of a Public Park, exclusively : 

AND WHEREAS, It is deemed inexpedient to request the 
City Council of the said City to enter into a stipulation in writing 
under seal of the said City of the tenor and to the effect particu- 
larly specified in the said trust deed, and therefore the parties 
hereto of the second part, being the assigns of the said Edward N. 
Kellogg and Joseph A. Barker, and the persons to whom under 
the said trust deed the said land would revert in case of a viola- 
tion of the provisions of the said trust deed or in case the said 
land should be used for purposes prohibited by the said trust deed, 
have agreed and do hereby agree to waive a written stipulation or 
agreement on the part of the said City Council or of the said 
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City or any other stipulation or agreement on the part of them 
or either of them except such as may legally be implied on the 
part of the said City by the acceptance of this deed ; it being the 
intention of the parties hereto by this deed to vest the title to the 
said parcel of land in the said City of Elizabeth for the purposes 
of a Public Park and for no other purpose whatever, but that the 
same shall be enclosed and improved by the said City in such 
manner and at such time or times and under such regulations 
and conditions as shall hereafter be determined by the City 
Council or the proper officers of said City and in their discretion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, This Indh;nturi; Witn^ss^th that 
the said parties of the first, second and third parts, in considera-. 
tion of the premises, and of the sum of one dollar lawful money 
of the United States of America to them in hand paid at or before 
the ensealing and delivery hereof by tHe said party of the fourth 
part, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged have given, 
granted, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed, conveyed and con- 
firmed, and by these presents do give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, 
enfeoff, convey and confirm unto the said party of the fourth 
part, all that tract or parcel of land and premises situate, lying 
and being in the said City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union 
and State of New Jersey, which is laid down and designated on 
"A Map of the North Part of the City of Elizabeth, N. J." (on 
file in the Clerk^s .Office of Union County) as "North Park," 
being seven hundred feet long upon each of its four sides and 
being bounded northerly by Fanny Street, southerly by North 
Avenue, easterly by Madison Avenue and westerly by Railroad 
Avenue or the Essex and Middlesex Turnpike Road as said 
Streets and Avenues are laid down on the said map. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto the said City of 
Elizabeth and its successors forever for the uses and purposes 
of a public park and for no other uses or purposes whatever. 

AND IT IS HEREBY MUTUALLY AGREED, and the said 
City of Elizabeth by the acceptance of this deed does hereby for 
itself and its successor, agree and there presents are executed 
and delivered upon this express condition, that the said City of 
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Elizabeth and its successors will not at any time use or permit 
the said parcel of land to be used for any purpose whatever, 
other than as a Public Park and will not erect thereon or suflFer 
or permit to be erected thereon any edifice, building or erection 
whatever except such as shall be intended to be and shall be for 
ornament only or as shall be adopted to the use of the said parcel 
of land as a Public Park ; and that if the said premises shall at 
any time be used or built upon for any purpose other than as a 
Public Park, then and in such case there presents and the estate 
hereby granted, shall cease, determine and be null and void and 
the said premises shall thereupon in title and estate revert to and 
become vested in the said Ebenezer Piatt, James C. Blake and 
John Q. Dudley, parties hereto of the second part, their heirs 
and assigns forever. 
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TITI.^ NO. 4. 

WILSON PARK 
1000-1062 Newark Avenue. 1001-1063 Sherman Avenue. 

Located in the Eleventh Ward, in the northerly section of ,the 
City, bounded by Newark and Sherman Avenues, Alina and Vir- 
ginia Streets. 

Conveyed to The City of Elizabeth by the Union and Essex 
Land Company and Joseph Cross, by deed dated September 20, 
1870, recorded October 20, 1870, subject to the following cove- 
nants : "To have and to hold forever for the uses and purpose 
of a public park, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever, the 
same to be called, known and designated by the name of Wilson 
Park; that the City shall not convey said property, or erect or 
suffer to be erected thereon any edifice, building or other erection 
whatever, except such fence or other enclosure as shall be proper 
for a public park, and such erections as shall be intended to be, 
and shall in fact be, for ornament only and as shall be adapted to 
the use of the said parcel of land as a public park." Jt further 
provides that if the conditions are violated the title and estate are 
to revert to the parties of the first part or their successors, heirs 
or assigns without any process of law, and with all edifices, 
buildings or other erections placed or built thereon. {Union 
County Deeds, Bk. 50, p. 405 &c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk. Vol. 1, 
No. 17.) 

Deed for this property was presented to City Council at a 
meeting held October 18, 1870, and referred to the Law Com- 
mittee {City Council Minutes Bk. 13, p. 42) which Committee 
reported back on the same date recommending the acceptance, 
which report was received and a resolution adopted accepting 
said deed and the block of land thereby conveyed as one of the 
public parks of the City, to be known and called by the name of 
*' Wilson Park" {City Council Minutes Bk. 13, pp. 43 and 46). 
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Wilson Park 



THE UNION AND ESSEX LAND 



DEED B. & S. $1— 

Date Sept. 20, 1870. 

COMPANY, AND JOSEPH CROSS, ( Ack. Sept. 23, 1870. 

Ack. Oct. 17, 1870. 
^^ I Rec. Oct. 20, 1870. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. | ^^^^ ^P' P?P ^^^ ^''' 

Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that Block, tract, piece or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in the City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State of 
New Jersey, and Bounded and described as follows, that is to say : 
Bounded Northerly by Virginia Street, Southerly by Alina Street, 
Easterly by Newark Avenue and Westerly by Sherman Avenue, 
as the said streets are laid down in a map filed by the Commis- 
sioners appointed to lay out streets, avenues and squares in the 
City of Elizabeth. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all and singular the above 
mentioned and described premises, together with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said party of the second part, its successors, 
forever, for the uses and purposes of a Public Park and for no 
other use or purpose whatsoever, the same to be called, known 
as, and designated by the name of Wilson Park. 

AND it is hereby mutually agreed, and the said City of Eliza- 
beth by the acceptance of this deed does hereby for itself and its 
successors agree with the parties of the first part their succes- 
sors, heirs and assigns, that the said City of Elizabeth and its 
successors, will not at anytime use or permit the said block of land 
hereby conveyed to be used for any purpose whatsoever other 
than as a Public Park, and will not convey the same, or erect 
thereon, or suffer or permit to be erected thereon any edifice, 
building, or other erection whatever except only such fences or 
other enclosures as shall be proper for a Public Park, and such 
erections as shall be intended to be and shall in fact be, for oma- 
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ment only and as shall be adapted to the use of the said parcel of 
land as a Public Park. 

And this Indenture is delivered and accepted upon this express 
condition that if the premises shall at any time hereafter be con- 
veyed by the said City of Elizabeth, or shall be used for any pur- 
pose other than as a Public Park, or in case any edifice, building 
or other erection whatever other than these hereinabove accepted, 
shall be built, erected, suffered or permitted thereon by the said 
City, then. and in either of these cases these presents and the 
Estate hereby granted shall cease, determine and be null and void 
and the said premises hereby conveyed shall thereupon in title 
and estate revert to and become vested in the said parties of the 
first part, their successors, heirs and assigns forever, and they 
may thereupon without any process of law re-enter upon the 
same and every part and parcel thereof, and the same have, hold, 
use and enjoy as and of their first and former estate, with all the 
edifices, buildings or other erections placed or built thereon, any- 
thing herein contained to the contrary thereof in anywise not- 
withstanding. 
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TITLE NO. 5. 



SHERIDAN PARK 
48-52 S. Broad Street. 667-675 Pearl Street. 

Located in the Sixth Ward, South Broad Street section, 
bounded by the East side of South Broad Street, northerly side 
of Pearl Street, and the southerly side of Williamson Street. 

The property was conveyed to The City x)f Elizabeth by Susan 
T. E. Williamson, by deed dated December 2nd, 1858, recorded 
December 9th, 1858, the consideration being $1 ; subject to the 
restriction that no house, building or edifice shall ever be erected 
on said lot of land in any part of same, and that said lot or any 
part thereof shall never be alienated by the party of the second 
part. ( Union County Deeds Bk. 4, p. 42 ; City Clerk's Deed Bk. 
Vol 3, No, 1.) 

Deed for this property was presented to City Council at a 
meeting held December 9th, 1858, and accepted by them. {City 
Council Minutes {Manuscript Book 1858), p. 177.) 

On December 29th, 1871, a resolution was adopted by City 
Council designating this triangle as "Sheridan Park" {City Coun- 
cil Minutes Bk. 15, p. 114). 
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Sheridan Park 



SUSAN T. E. WILLIAMSON, 



TO 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



DEED B. & S. $1, &c. 
Dated Dec. 2, 1858. 
Ack. Dec. 2, 1858. 
Rec. Dec. 9, 1858. 
Book 4, pages 42 & 43. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that triangular lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEING ALL that parcel of land lying between the East side 
of Broad Street, and the Northerly side of Pearl Street, and the 
Southerly side of Williamson Street, which lot of land is hereby 
conveyed subject to the restriction and limitation that no house, 
building or edifice shall ever be erected on the said lot of land or 
any part of the same, and this deed is delivered and accepted 
upon the condition that the said lot or any part thereof shall 
never be alienated by the said party of the second part or their 
successors. 
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TITLE NO. 6. 



UNION SQUARE 



The name of "Union Square" has been established 
by ordinance since the submission of this report. 

Includes lands in the Ninth Ward embraced within the tri- 
angle at the junction of Elizabeth Avenue (formeriy Water 
Street), First Avenue (formerly Old Point Road), and High 
Street (formerly New Point Road) and known as Union Square. 
It has been used for highway and street purposes practically 
since the earliest settlement of Elizabethtown, and is shown on 
maps as highway from the earliest times. It is also shown on the 
"Map of the Commissioners appointed to lay out streets, avenues 
and squares in the City of Elizabeth" as open street. 

During the Revolutionary War, at the intersection of Old and 
New Point Roads, at the time of the occupation of Elizabeth- 
town by the British soldiers, there was built a redoubt at this 
point, which formed a position for British artillery, as shown on 
Meyer's Map of Elizabeth at the time of the Revolutionary War, 
and about on this site was fought a battle between the British 
and American forces, commonly known as the Battle of Eliza- 
bethtown. 

Oh March 7, 1864, City Council passed a supplement to an 
ordinance providing for regulating, grading and paving Water 
Street, from Broad Street to its intersection with Elizabeth Ave- 
nue, which supplement provided that "all that triangular piece of 
ground formed by the intersection of Water Street, High Street, 
Elizabeth Avenue and the New Point Road, being part of Water 
Street, shall be graded and worked to the established grade, and 
the carriage way thereof shall be curbed, guttered and paved 
with cobble stone in accordance with the city ordinances, the said 
work to be done in connection with the improvement directed by 
the ordinance to which this is a supplement. (City Council Min- 
utes, Bk. 2, p. 190; Ordinance Bk. No. 1, p. 370.) Notice of 
intention covering this improvement was published February 2, 
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1864, pursuant to resolution of Council on February 1, 1864. 
(City Council Minutes, Bk. 2, p. 178.) 

By ordinance passed October 1, 1866, the name of Water 
Street, from Broad Street to High Street, was changed to Eliza- 
beth Avenue. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 5, p. 55; Ordinance 
Bk. No. 2, p. 149.) 

On May 15, 1867, a petition was received by City Council 
from Jacob Shulties and others, requesting to have the name of 
the place called "The Crossroads" changed to "Union Square," 
which was referred to the Committee on Streets and Highways. 
(City Council Minutes, Bk. 5, p. 228.) The Committee reported 
back on June 19, 1867, in favor of granting the petition and 
recommended that the Law Committee draft an ordinance to 
carry out the prayer of the petitioners {City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 6, p. 21). There is no ordinance establishing this name in 
the City Clerk's ordinance book, and I have* been unable to find 
any further record in the minutes of City Council, but the name 
of "Union Square" has been used for this triangle for a number 
of years, both in the official minutes of Council, and by residents 
of the City. 

On December 15, 1904, City Council received a communica- 
tion from the Commissioners of the State of New Jersey, ap- 
pointed by the Governor, to locate monuments, tablets, or markers 
in Elizabeth, Union and Springfield, to commemorate Revolu- 
tionary events, asking permission to erect a monument at Union 
Square in commemoration of the Battle of Elizabethtown, and 
asking for a deed to fifteen feet of ground at this point. {City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 49, p. 10.) 

On December 31, 1904, City Council passed an ordinance 
granting permission to the State of New Jersey "to erect and 
perpetually maintain a monument in the public square known as 
Union Square, at the junction of Elizabeth Avenue, First Avenue 
and High Street, and to occupy and use a space fifteen feet 
square in the triangle formed by the junction of said streets." 
{City Council Minutes, Bk. 49, p, 21; City Clerk's Ordinance 
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Bk. Vol 6, p. 307 &c.) Ordinance recorded June 26, 1905. 
( Union Co. Deeds, Bk, 451, p. 74 &c. ) 

On this spot the State of New Jersey has erected the statute 
of a Minute Man, commemorating the Battle of Elizabethtown, 
bearing the following inscription : 

"ELIZABETHTOWN : On this spot, at daybreak, June 7, 
1780, began the fighting against the British forces moving toward 
Springfield. Here fell General Stirling at the head of the advanc- 
ing column. On June 8th, after the British retreat from Spring- 
field, General Hand here attacked and drove back the 27th 
Regiment to the British main position at the Point. Skirmishing 
on the ground continued imtil the British retreat to Staten Island 
June 23rd. Erected by the State of New Jersey, A. D. 1905." 

The monument was unveiled on June 8, 1905, on the 125th 
anniversary of the Battle of Elizabethtown which it com- 
memorates. 

An out-door municipal market is located at the intersection 
of these streets, and along the side streets, on three mornings 
of each week. 
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TITLE NO. 7. 

OLYMPIA SQUARE 
900-902 Elizabeth Ave. 901-903 Second Ave. 

A small triangle bounded by Elizabeth Avenue, South Street 
and Second Avenue, in the Ninth Ward. 

Property conveyed to the City of Elizabeth by Chauncey A. 
Ryder and Michael Magie Williams, by deed dated August 24, 
1889, recorded August 26, 1889, the consideration being $10. 
Conveyance was made subject to the condition that the said lot 
or tract shall be used as a public park forever, and for no other 
purpose whatever. (Union County Deeds, Bk. 210, /> 415; City 
Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol, 1, No, 182.) 

The deed conveying the property to the City was accepted by 
resolution of City Council on September 2, 1889 (City Council 
Minutes, Bk, 32, p. 12). 

At a meeting of City Council held February 15, 1900, a reso- 
lution was adopted designating this plot of ground as "Olympia 
Square." (City Council Minutes, Bk, 43, p. 210.) 

The park contains a breech loading gun (breech block re- 
moved), together with several projectiles, which were loaned to 
the City of Elizabeth by the United States Government. The plot 
is curbed and fenced, and a tablet bears the following inscription : 
"This gun was taken from the Spanish cruiser Castilla after the 
destruction of the Spanish fleet in Manila Bay by the American 
Fleet, May 1, 1898." 

Under date of February 15, 1900, Mayor Mack advised City 
Council that a 4' 7" Krupp gun and 40 cannon balls, captured 
from the Spanish, and which through the efforts of the Hon. 
Charles N. Fowler, was to be loaned to the City of Elizabeth by 
the U. S. Government for decorative purposes, were ready for 
delivery at the N. Y. Navy Yard, and requested Coimcil to 
arrange details of transfer ; also that they decide upon a site for 
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the trophies, and enclosed correspondence in connection with the 
matter from the Hon. Chas. N. Fowler, the Secretary of the 
Navy and the Bureau of Ordnance (City Council Minutes, Bk. 
43, p. 207). At the same meeting a petition was received from 
M. Bender and others asking that this cannon be placed in the 
square bounded by Elizabeth Avenue, Second Avenue and South 
Street, which was referred to the Committee on Streets and 
Parks (City Council Minutes, Bk. 43, p. 208). The Committee 
reported back on the same date recommending (1) That the 
gun be accepted and placed in the triangle bounded by Elizabeth 
Avenue, Second Avenue and South Street; (2) That the plot 
be known and designated as "Olympia Square"; (3) That a 
foundation be built on the plot and the gun, suitably inscribed, 
together with the projectiles, be placed thereon, the whole to be 
enclosed in an iron fence, and sidewalks and curb to be relaid 
or reset, at a cost not to exceed $525.00, which recommendations 
were adopted. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 43, p. 210.) 

On June 29, 1900, the Committee on Streets and Parks re- 
ported that the gun had been received and set in place, with the 
tablet, fence, etc., as per resolution. (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 44, p. 57.) 
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Olympia Square 



CHAUNCEY A. RYDER OF THE 

CITY OF NEWARK, IN THE 

COUNTY OF ESSEX AND STATE OF I DEED B. & S. $10 — 

NEW JERSEY, AND MICHAEL / Date Aug 24 1889 

MAGIE WILLIAMS, OF THE CITY f ^ck. Aug. 24, 1889. 

OF ELIZABETH IN THE COUNTY ^ 

OF UNION AND STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, \ Book 210, pages 415 &c. 



TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: . 

ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

AND which is more particularly described and bounded as 
follows : BEING a triangular lot of land bounded on the North 
by Elizabeth Avenue, on the East by South Street and on the 
South by Second Avenue. 

THIS <:onveyance is made subject to the conditions that the 
said lot or tract of land shall be used as a public park forever and 
for no other purpose whatever. 
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TITLE NO. 8. 

SCOTT PARK AND CITY HALL SITE 

1101-1103 Elizabeth Avenue 1-29, 31-61 West Scott Place 

2-30, 32-54 East Scott Place 

Located in the Ninth Ward, bounded by East and West 
Scott Place, Elizabeth Avenue and East Jersey Street, and crossed 
by Washington Street. 

Up to the present time I have been unable to find any record 
of title to this property, but I am of the opinion that the City's 
title to it is well established by adverse possession. 

It was formerly used as common ground among the Associ- 
ates of Elizabethtown, after the settlement of the town, and for 
a great number of years it was a common with a brook running 
through the centre thereof, and at one time called "Horse 
Hollow." 

It would appear that the land embraced within the property 
now known as Scott Park and also the present site of the City 
Hall, was low and marshy, and when the Associates of Elizabeth- 
town were allotting the property among the various persons en- 
titled thereto, the allottments were made as running to about 
the present lines of East Scott Place and the present line of 
West Scott Place, and leaving the low marshy ground between 
the said two points unallotted. 

The records show that there were several attempts made by 
the City Council to ascertain if there was any title of record to 
this property in the City. By resolution of City Council on 
December 30, 1864, the Law Committee was directed to ascertain 
what title, if any, the City had to the park in Bridge Street on 
which it was proposed to erect a building for a market, and to 
report at the next meeting {City Council Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 104). 
Under date of April 29, 1865, the City Attorney reported to City 
Council that he could find no record of title in the City to the 
Park in Bridge Street, and stated that from tradition the property 
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had for many years been dedicated to public use. {City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 167.) 

Although the report of the City Attorney on public property, 
presented to the City Council January 26, 1864 (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 2, p. 175), and mentioned in the introduction to 
this report, does not list this tract as belonging to the City, an 
examination of the proceedings of the City Council shows that 
the City exercised authority over all of the park for some time 
prior to that year. A few of these entries are as follows : 

May 15, 1862. Motion was made that the condition of the fence 
around the park be referred to the Committee on Public 
Grounds and buildings. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 2, p. 6.) 
The Committee reported back on June 2, 1862, that the fence 
around the park in Bridge Street in their opinion should be 
continued around the park to line of Water Street, and that 
the probable cost would be $70., which report was received 
and the recommendation adopted. (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 2, p. 11.) 

May 26, 1862. Communication received by City Council from 
Augustus N. Smith and others, calling attention to the condi- 
tion of the park in Bridge Street, and asking that the drain 
be deepened and kept clear of obstructions, which was 
referred to the Committee on Sewers and Drainage. (City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 2, p. 8.) 

May 1, 1863. Dennis Rogers made application to the City 
Council "to rent the park in Bridge Street for one crop of 
grass," which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Grounds and Buildings, with power. (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 2, p. 92.) 

June 6, 1864. The Committee on Public Grounds and Buildings 
were instructed to sell the grass in the park in Bridge Street. 
(City Council Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 10.) 

On March 19, 1866, an ordinance was passed changing the 
name of Bridge Street to Market Street. (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 4, p. 137 ; City Clerk's Ordinance Book, Vol. 1, p. 89.) Sub- 
sequently, on February 19, 1868, an ordinance was adopted chang- 
ing the name of Market Street, between Elizabeth Avenue and 
Jersey Street, to Scott Place. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 7, p. 
77; City Clerk's Ordinance Book, Vol. 2, p. 311.) 
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The City Hall, now standing on the southerly end of the 
tract, was erected in 1865-66, in accordance with plans and 
specifications prepared by C. Graham & Son, approved by City 
Council at a meeting on May 26, 1865. (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 3, p. 186.) The original contract for the building was 
awarded to Thomas B. Budd on Jtme 21, 1865, for the simi of 
$24,632.00 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 204), the contract 
being presented to, and accepted by City Council on June 26, 
1865. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 205.) There were altera- 
tions and additions made to the original plan after the contract 
was executed, which involved the expenditure of a larger sum 
than that specified in the contract. On November 7, 1866, the 
Committee on Public Grounds and Buildings reported the com- 
pletion of the building to their entire satisfaction, and recom- 
mended that it be accepted, and $62,510.29, less previous pay- 
ments, be made to the contractor; which recommendations were 
adopted, the building accepted, and payment ordered made to the 
contractor by resolutions adopted on the same date. (City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 5, pp. 80, 81, 82.) At the same meeting at 
which the building was accepted, the Mayor was authorized to 
sign a warrant for $13,500 for extra work and balance due on 
contract for building the new market house, (City Council Min- 
utes, Bk. 5, p. 82.) 

Mr. Elias D. Smith, in his "School Interests of Elizabeth, 
N. J.," says, in part : "Upon the site on Elizabeth Avenue, now 
occupied by the City Hall, there stood in 1796 a small frame 
building, old and weather-worn, that had served for years as the 
school house for that part of the town. Nobody knew just how 
old it was. Its previous history had been lost or forgotten, but it 
had safely passed the troubles of the Revolution and escaped the 
torch of the refugee. It was soon to pass away, however, yield- 
ing to the march of improvement and a desire for better things. 
It was abandoned as a school about the year 1800, and later was 
sold to John Chandler, who moved it bodily down the Avenue 
to the tan yards then existing near Spring Street. On its old site 
was reared a handsome two-story brick structure surmounted by 
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a cupola with finial carrying a ball and weather vane. Imbedded 
in the wall over the main entrance, a free stone slab bearing in 
quaint lettering this inscription, 'The Adelphian Academy 1806', 
told the nature of the work carried on within its walls and the 
date of its erection. This building continued in use until 1865, 
when it was torn down to make way for the present public build- 
ing. This tablet disappeared for years but was brought to light 
in 1900 and is now preserved in the wall of the stairway hall 
leading to the City offices." ^(School Interests of Elizabeth, N. /., 
by Blias D. Smith, page 38.) 

On October 2, 1899, a communication was received by the 
City Council from Mr. E. D. Smith, informing Council that 
through the courtesy of the family of Dr. Louis Braun the tablet 
formerly on the old Adelphian Academy had been offered to the 
Citv. This communication was referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 43, p. 136.) This 
Committee reported to Council on April 2, 1900, that the tablet 
had been accepted on behalf of the City and placed in the stair- 
case hall of the municipal building. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 
44, p, 13.) 

The cannon at the north end of the park were acquired from 
the United States Government (New York Arsenal, Governor's 
Island, N. Y.), at the request of residents of Scott Park and 
vicinity, the facts being set forth in a letter of the Mayor to City 
Council under date of October 1, 1904. {City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 48, p. 206.) On November 1, 1905, the Committee on Streets 
and Parks reported to City Council that they had obtained two 
twelve-pound cast iron siege and garrison guns, model 1839, and 
having them placed on ornamental mounts, on June 6, 1905. 
They also reported that the only history of the cannon they 
could obtain was the simple entry on the books of the arsenal, i. e., 
"Received from Fort Barancus, Key West, Florida, 1898," but 
that the cannon, being of the period of the Mexican War, made 
them peculiarly appropriate for the location where they were 
placed, opposite the General Winfield Scott house. {City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 49, p. 220.) 
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Near the cannon is a tronze placque which was won by the 
United Singers of Elizabeth at a singing contest. It was erected 
by permission of the Board of Public Works granted July 1, 1915. 
{Board of Public Works Minutes, Bk. 1, p. 112.) 

On a monument in the centre of the park, over the spot for- 
merly occupied by the fountain, is a tablet constructed by Tiffany 
& Co., bearing the names of the boys of Elizabeth who died in 
service in the World War. It was unveiled on July 4, 1920. An 
appropriation of $1,800 towards the expense of this memorial 
was made by City Council at a meeting held Jime 7, 1920. {City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 306.) 

In the earlv records this tract is referred to as "The Park" 
or "the park in Bridge Street." On May 1, 1867, the following 
resolution was adopted by the City Council : Resolved, That the 
park in the rear of the City Market, between Elizabeth Avenue 
and Jersey Street, shall be designated and known as Scott Park. 
{City Council Minutes, Bk. 5, p. 216.) It was named in honor 
of Lt.-Gen. Winfield Scott, who lived at one time in the house 
at the northwest corner of East Jersey Street and Madison 
Avenue, facing this park, now the residence of Dr. Horace R. 
Livengood. 
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TITLE NO. 9. 



MILITARY SQUARE 
328-342 N. Broad St. 343-353 Westminster Ave. 

2-6 Prince St. 

A triangular plot of ground in the Eleventh Ward, at the 
intersection of North Broad Street, Westminster Avenue and 
Prince Street, on which is erected the Soldiers' and Sailors' 
Monument. 

The property was conveyed to The City of Elizabeth by The 
Westminster Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth, and Benjamin 
Williamson and Elizabeth S., his wife, by deed dated October 
20, 1871, recorded January 10, 1872, "to have and to hold for the 
uses and purposes of a public park and to and for no other uses 
or purposes whatsoever, the consideration being $1. There are 
certain restrictions contained in said deed which are fully set out 
in the statement of the deed hereinafter annexed (Union County 
Deeds, Bk. 63, p. 452; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol, 1, No. 9.) 

In connection with the acceptance of the property by the City, 
there was some discussion of the matter of the conveyance to the 
city of land in streets in front of said lot belonging to the Church 
(City Council Minutes, Bk. 15, pp. 86, 87 and 88), which matter 
was finally adjusted by the Westminster Presbyterian Church 
and Peter B. Amory joining in a deed to the City of lands con- 
prised in Prince Street, from Broad Street to Westminster Ave- 
nue, and on December 29, 1871, City Council adopted two reso- 
lutions, accepting the deeds and the lands thereby conveyed, from 
Benjamin Williamson and wife and the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of Elizabeth, for the triangle aforesaid, designating the 
same as "Westminster Square"; and deed dated December 19, 
1871, to the City of Elizabeth from Peter B. Amory and Dorothy, 
his wife, and the Westminster Presbyterian Church for land for a 
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public street, as contained in Prince Street, from Broad Street to 
Westminster Avenue. (Union County Deeds, Bk. 63, pp. 456, 
&c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 1, No, 18 ; City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 15, p. 113.) 

On July 15, 1902, City Council received a petition from the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument Association for consent to erect 
a monument on this site, and on the same date the permission was 
granted {City Council Minutes, Bk. 46, pp. 136 and 144). On 
August 1, 1902, a petition was presented to City Council by repre- 
sentatives of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument Association, 
requesting that the land be named "Military Square," which was 
referred to the Committee on Streets and Parks {City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 46, p. 148). On December 15, 1902, the Committee 
reported in favor of designating this tract of land as "Military 
Square" and a resolution was adopted on the same date fixing the 
name {City Council Minutes, Bk. 46, p. 221). 

Subsequently, on March 31, 1903, a deed was given to The 
City of Elizabeth by the Westminster Presbyterian Church of 
Elizabeth, releasing the city from the observance of the condition 
prohibiting the erection of fence, ornament or other matter in so 
far as the same applies to the erection of the Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Monument, and consenting to the same {Union County 
Deeds, Bk. 464, p. 439; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol 2. p. 78.) 
The granite coping around the park was built by the city under 
contract awarded on June 17, 1907, for the sum of $2,797 {City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 52, p. 31). 

The monument bears the following inscription: "To the 
soldiers and sailors who fought to preserve the Union, 1861-1865. 
Erected by the citizens of Elizabeth, July 4, 1906." 
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Military Square 



THE WESTMINSTER PRESBYTE- 
RIAN CHURCH OF ELIZABETH, 
AND BENJAMIN WILLIAMSON 
AND ELIZABETH S;, HIS WIFE, 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



CONVEYS: 



DEED B. & S. $1— 
Date Oct. 20, 1871. 
Ack. Dec. 5, 1871. 
Rec. Jan. 10, 1872. 
TO \ Book 63, pages 452, &c. 

Deeds for Union Co. 



ALL that certain triangular lot, piece or parcel of land 
situate, lying and being in the City of Elizabeth, in the County 
of Union and State of New Jersey, bounded and described as 
follows, that is to say: Bounded Northerly by Prince Street, 
Easterly by Broad Street, and Westerly by Westminster Avenue, 
as the said street and avenue have been laid out and opened. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all and singular the above 
mentioned and described premises, together with the appurte- 
nances unto the said party of the second part and its successors to 
its and their own proper use, benefit and behoof forever for the 
purposes of a public park and to and for no other use or purpose 
whatsoever. 

UPON CONDITIONS NEVERTHELESS, and these 
presents are made upon these express conditions, agreement and 
understanding that no building of any kind shall be erected, suf- 
fered or permitted by the party of the second part or their suc- 
cessors upon the premises hereinabove described; and that no 
erection of any kind shall be made, suffered or permitted thereon 
by the party of the second part or its successors, except for 
fencing and ornamental purposes ; and that the said party of the 
second part and its successors shall not and will not convey, 
transfer or part with the title or possession of said premises to 
any person or persons whatever or in any way or manner what- 
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soever, except only to the said The Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of EHzabeth, or their successors or assigns, and then only 
subject to the same covenants and conditions and for the uses and 
purposes for which they now hold the same; and that the said 
party of the second part and its successors shall not and will not 
erect, suffer or permit any fence or ornament, or other matter or 
thing whatever to be placed upon the said premises contrary to, 
or in opposition to the written objections of the said parties of 
the first part or either of them or their heirs, successors or as- 
signs; and will not permit, suffer or allow any picnics, shows, 
exhibitions, meetings or gatherings of any kind whatever to be 
held in or upon the premises hereby conveyed or any part thereof 
without the written consent of the said The Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church of Elizabeth first had and obtained ; and in case 
the said conditions or any oy either of them shall be violated 
then the said premises hereby conveyed and every part and parcel 
thereof with all the improvements thereon, shall in the option of 
the said The Westminster Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth, its 
successors or assigns be forfeited and shall thereupon revert, free 
from all liens and encumbrances, to the said The Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth or its successors or assigns 
and without any re-conveyance thereof upon the same trust and 
for the uses and purposes for which the said Church now holds 
the title to the same. 

AND the said party of the second part accepts this deed upon 
the conditions and agreements hereinabove expressed, and by the 
acceptance of this deed covenants and agrees to keep and per- 
form the same and each and every thereof and also to release 
and discharge the parties of the first part from all assessments on 
the said premises, hereby conveyed, and every part thereof. 
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TITLE NO. 10. 

LIBERTY SQUARE 
260-262 Elizabeth Avenue First Avenue 

Land in the Fourth Ward at the intersection of Elizabeth 
Avenue, First Avenue and Third Street. 

Elizabeth Avenue (formerly Water Street) is part of what is, 
according to the late E. L. Meyer, probably the oldest road in 
New Jersey, opened by the Dutch before the settlement of Eliza- 
bethtown, to keep up the intercourse between New Amsterdam 
(New York) and their settlements on the Delaware. At a very 
early period there was a ferry connecting New York with Eliza- 
beth, which landed at the ferry reservation at the end of this 
road, on Staten Island Sound. The road was known as King's 
Highway, and also Old Point Ferry Road, and- was the post and 
stage route to Philadelphia. Commencing at Staten Island Sound, 
it followed approximately the lines of Elizabeth Avenue to where 
Third Street now is; thence along what is now First Avenue to 
the Cross Roads (now Union Square), thence along what is now 
Elizabeth Avenue to Broad Street; thence over the stone bridge 
and along Washington Avenue (as it was before straightening), 
through Pearl and Cherry Streets to Rah way Avenue (known as 
the Country Road) ; thence along this avenue to Rah way. New 
Brunswick and Burlington to the Delaware River. 

Elizabeth Avenue was laid out on a map entitled "Map of the 
New Manufacturing Town of Elizabethport, N. J.," filed by 
Edward Kellogg in the Essex County Register's Office in 1835. 
Although the land at the intersection of First Avenue (Old Point 
Road), Elizabeth Avenue and Third Street, was shown on the 
map filed by Edward Kellogg, it was never owned by Kellogg, 
but was embraced within a tract of 22 acres and 20 perches which 
faced on the Old Point Road from a point about 250 feet south 
of Fourth Street and continued along same to a point nearly 300 
feet south of Third Street, which was owned in 1810 by Major 
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Denman. It appears, however, that Major Denman and his 
heirs subsequently recognized the streets laid out by Edward 
Kellogg on his map which continued across the Denman property, 
and sold the lots embraced within the Denman Farm by reference 
to said Kellogg map. The point of land south of Third Street, 
between the northeasterly side of First Avenue and the south- 
westerly side of Elizabeth Avenue was shown on said map by 
Kellogg, as aforesaid, as street, and it has been so recognized 
since the time of the filing of said map in 1835. 

A portion of said intersection is now occupied by a monument 
to the memory of the late William A. M. Mack. 

On June 15, 1901, City Council adopted a resolution providing 
that all that certain plot of ground bounded by the southeasterly 
line of Third Street projected, the southwesterly line of Elizabeth 
Avenue projected, and the northeasterly line of First Avenue 
projected, shall hereafter be known and designated as "Liberty 
Square," and directed the Street Commissioner to take up and 
remove all crosswalks and paving stones contained in said plot 
of ground, and to make the remaining crosswalks and paving 
stones conform to curb proposed tg be set by the Mack Monument 
Committee at this point; and granted to the Mack Monument 
Committee permission to erect a monument commemorating the 
service of the late Mayor William A. M. Mack on this plot; also 
to change the arc lamp pole to ornamental type (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 45, p. 67). 

On June 16, 1902, City Council adopted a resolution autho- 
rizing Mayor Ryan to accept said monument on behalf of the 
City, and to assume in the name of the City the maintenance in 
perpetuity {City Council Minutes, Bk, 46, p. 114). 

The Monument was unveiled on June 18, 1902, and official 
notice of its unveiling and acceptance pursuant to resolution 
of Council was received by the City Council from Mayor Ryan 
on July 1, 1902 {City Council Minutes, Bk. 46, p. 117). 
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TITLE NO. 11. 

LEGGETT PARK 
440-442 Meadow Street. 459 Monroe Avenue. 

A small triangle in the Twelfth Ward, bounded by Anna and 
Meadow Streets and Monroe Avenue. It was conveyed to The 
City of Elizabeth by Sarah Maria Leggett and Thomas B., her 
husband, by deed dated November 29th, 1867, recorded Decem- 
ber 26, 1867, the consideration being one dollar and conditions 
contained in deed ; i.e., that the land is to be used as a public park 
or square and for no other purpose, and that should the City or 
its successors at any time use, cause, suffer or permit to be 
erected or placed thereon any building, erection or obstruction 
whatever, save and except only a proper and suitable fence around 
the same or gas or other lamp for lighting the streets, or shall 
sell, transfer or dispose of same or any part thereof, or shall at- 
tempt so to do, or shall collect from the parties of the first part 
or either of them or their heirs, executors, administrators or as- 
signs, any assessment thereon; or in case either Meadow Street, 
Anna Street or Monroe Avenue in front of or adjacent to said 
premises shall be closed or the use thereof as a public street dis- 
continued, then the estate granted shall cease and become null 
and void, and the premises and one-half of said streets and avenue 
adjacent to the same and all the appurtenances thereto belonging 
shall revert to and become vested in the parties of the first part, 
their heirs and assigns (Union County Deeds, Bk. 26, p, 474,&c.; 
City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. I, No. 8). 

Deed for this property was presented to City Council at a 
meeting held December 11, 1867 and referred to the Law Com- 
mittee (City Council Minutes, Bk. 7, p. 33) who on December 
18th, 1867, reported in favor of the acceptance of the land sub- 
ject to the restrictions and a resolution was adopted on the same 
date accepting the deed and the land thereby conveyed as a public 
park, and fixing the name as "Leggett Park" (City Council Min- 
utes, Bk, 7, pp. 39 and 40). 
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Leggett Park 



SARAH MARIA LEGGETT, WIFE OF ^ 
THOMAS B. LEGGETT, AND THE 
SAID THOMAS B. LEGGETT, 



> 



TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



DEED B. & S. $1.— 
Dated Nov. 29, 1867. 
Ack. Dec. 2, 1867. 
Rec. Dec. 26, 1867. 
Book 26, pages 474, &c. 
Deeds for Union County 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that certain triangular piece or parcel of land situate, 
lying and being in the City of Elizabeth and boimded northerly 
by the southerly line of Anna Street ; easterly by the westerly line 
of Meadow Street, and westerly by the easterly line of Monroe 
Avenue : TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all and singular the above 
described premises unto the said party of the second part and its 
successors as and for a public Park or Square, and for no other 
use or purpose whatever. 

But this conveyance is expressly made subject to the follow- 
ing reservations and conditions, that is to say, that in case the 
party of the second part or its successors shall at any time here- 
after use the premises above described, or any part thereof, or 
cause or suffer or permit the same to be used for any purpose 
whatever other than as a public Square or Park, or shall erect or 
place, or cause, suffer or permit to be erected or placed, thereon 
any building, erection or obstruction whatever, save and except 
only a proper and suitable fence around the same or a gas or other 
lamp for lighting the Streets, or shall in any manner sell, trans- 
fer, or dispose of the same, or of any part thereof, or shall at- 
tempt so to do, or shall collect from the parties of the first part, 
or either of them, or their, or either of their heirs, executors, 
administrators or assigns, any assessments thereon, or in case 
either said Meadow Street, or Anna Street or Monroe Avenue in 
front of or adjacent to the said premises shall be closed or the 
use thereof as public Streets shall be discontinued, then, and in 
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each and every of such cases, these presents and the estate hereby 
granted shall from thenceforth cease and be and become abso- 
lutely null and void, and the said premises and one-half of the 
said Streets and Avenue adjacent to the same, and all the ap- 
purtenances thereto belonging shall revert to and be and become 
vested in the said parties of the first part, their heirs and assigns, 
in like manner, and to the same extent, and with the same effect 
as the same were vested in them before the execution of these 
presents and as if these presents had not been made. 
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TITLE NO. 12. 

ADAMS AVENUE, MARY AND MEADOW STREETS 

Eighth Ward 

Known locally as "Nugent Park" 

473-491 Adams Avenue 1050-1054 Mary Street 

468-486 Meadow Street 

Also small triangular plot opposite, at intersection of 

CATHERINE, MEADOW AND EMMA STREETS 

Since the submission of this report these tracts 
have been designated by ordinance as "Woodruff 
Circle/' in honor of the Woodruff Family, who at one 
time owned a large tract of land in this section, which 
was called "Woodruff's Farms." 

The first mentioned and larger tract bounded by Adams Ave- 
nue, Mary and Meadow Streets, was conveyed to the City by 
deed dated June 25, 1907, by Emil Gabler, Agnes H. Nohn, Carl 
Bornemann and Edgar Whitlock, executors and trustees of 
Ernest Gabler, the consideration being three thousand dollars 
($3,000.00), which deed was recorded August 5, 1907. (Union 
County Deeds, Bk. 491, p. 183 ; City Clerk's Deed Bk, Vol 2, 
No. 121.) 

This purchase was made pursuant to resolution of City Council 
adopted at a meeting held June 17, 1907. {City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 52, p. 34.) 

No record has been found of this park having been named 
officially. Mr. Nugent states that for a number of years prior to 
the purchase by the City he personally or through his influence 
kept this plot of ground in a clean, sightly condition, and that by 
reason of that fact the residents of the neighborhood at times 
referred to it as Nugent Park. 



Just opposite this park is a small triangle, formed by the inter- 
section of Catherine, Meadow and Emma Streets, having a 
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dimension of approximately 37 ft. 4 inches on the sides and 11.93 
ft. at the base. It appears to have been formed by the laying out 
of Catherine, Emma and Meadow Streets as shown on a map 
entitled "Map of Building lots belonging to Seth B. Cole and 
others in the City of Elizabeth, N. J.," filed in the office of the 
Register of Essex County, November 26, 1859. {Bk. 5, p, 623.) 

There does not appear to be any deed of record to the City 
for this property, and the title, so far as I have been able to 
ascertain, is still in the parties owning the property shown on the 
Seth B. Cole map at the time same was laid out. They no doubt 
contemplated that the above gore should be absorbed in Catherine 
and Meadow Streets, and is shown thereon as embraced in the 
streets. They have not exercised possession over it at any time 
during the last sixty years nor paid any taxes or assessments 
thereon. 

It appears on the records of the Comptroller's office that this 
property has never been assessed for taxes or improvements ex- 
cepting from the years 1904 to 1914, amounting to $34.77 ; and 
an assessment for the paving of Catherine Street amounting to 
$5.17. The property was sold to the City on November 20, 1905, 
for the taxes of 1904, for $4.67. The taxes and assessments on 
this property as listed above were remitted upon the revision of 
the tax records, the endorsement being "remitted as City prop- 
erty." {Comptroller's office Information.) 
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ADAMS AVENUE, MARY AND MEADOW STREETS 

Unnamed Park. 

Also small triangle opposite, at the intersection of Catherine, Meadow 

and Emma Streets. 
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Adams Avenue, Mary and Meadow Streets 



EMII, GABLER, AGNES H. NOHN, 
CARL BERNEMANN AND EDGAR 
WHITLOCK, Ex'TRS and TRUS- 
TEES UNDER LAST WILL AND 
TESTAMENT OF ERNEST GABLER, 



TO 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



DEED $3,000.00— 

Dated June 25, 1907. 
Ack. June 25, 1907. 
Ack. June 28, 1907. 
Ack. July 5, 1907. 
Rec. Aug. 5, 1907. 
Book 491, page 183, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey, 
which is known, numbered and distinguished on a "Map of the 
North Part of the City of Elizabeth, N. J." (now on file in the 
Clerk's Office of the County of Union), as Block Number Seven 
(7), being a triangular piece of land bounded by Meadow, Adams 
and Mary Streets. 
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TITLE NO. 13. 

RECREATION PIER PROPERTY 

Located in the Second Ward, on Staten Island Sound and 
Front Street. 

The name of that portion of Front Street, between 
Livingston and East Jersey Streets, upon which the 
Recreation Pier property fronts, has been designated 
by ordinance as "Manning Square" in honor of the 
late James J. Manning. 

The acquisition of this property was brought about by popular 
demand for a recreation site along the waterfront. A petition 
requesting City Council to purchase same, dated July — , 1904, 
and presented to City Council on August 1, 1904, bears the signa- 
tures of nearly 300 of the most prominent citizens, which were 
obtained through the untiring efforts of Mr. James J. Manning, 
the present president of City Council, who was one of its most 
enthusiastic advocates. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 48, p. 157.) 

The property was purchased from the Meeks Estate, by deed 
dated February 10, 1906, and recorded February 14, 1906, the 
consideration mentioned in the deed being $19,240. (Union Co. 
Deeds, Bk. 461, p. 121, &c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 2, 
No. 91.) 

The purchase was authorized by City Council on February 
1, 1906, for the sum of $20,400. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 50, 
p. 59.) Unpaid taxes and assessments against this property which 
were cancelled by the city at the time of the purchase, accounts 
for the difference between the amoimt appropriated by City 
Council and the consideration in the deed. (Comptroller's office 
Information.) 

Application for riparian grant at this point was authorized by 
City Council on April 16, 1906 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 50, p. 
117), and the grant given by the State under date of May 10, 
1906, recorded May 29, 1906, the consideration being $5,000. 
( Union County Deeds, Bk. 487, p. 186 ; City Clerk's Deed Bk., 
Vol. 2, p. Ill; Rip. Grants, Lib. R, fol. 43.) 

A double deck, covered steel pier has been erected on the 
property, and the land not covered by the pier has been laid out 
as a park. 
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Recreation Pier 



JOSEPH MEEKS AND ROBERT T. 
MEEKS, SURVIVINR UNDER THE 
LAST WILIv AND TESTAMENT OF 
JOHN MEEKS, EDWIN MEEKS, 
Ex'TR., JOSEPH W. MEEKS, DEC'd., 



TO 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



DEED $19,240.00— 
Dated Feb. 10, 1906. 
Ack. Feb. 14, 1906. 
Rec. Feb. 19. 1906. 
Book, 461, page 121, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that lot, tract or parcel of land and premises hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the southerly line of Crescent or 
Front Street, as now established, and in a line to be drawn in 
continuation of the easterly line of the block numbered seventy- 
four (74) on the "Map of the New Manufacturing Town of 
Elizabethport, New Jersey" (which map is filed in the office of 
the Register of the County of Essex), which point is also in a 
line to be drawn in continuation of the westerly line of Livingston 
Street, thence running southerly in a line in continuation of the 
said last mentioned line, to Staten Island Sound ; thence running 
along said Sound westerly to a point which shall be in a line to be 
drawn in continuation of the westerly line of said Block seventy- 
four (74) and the easterly line of East Jersey Street ; thence run- 
ning northerly in said last mentioned line to a point in the south- 
erly line of said Crescent or Front Street; and thence running 
easterly along said Crescent or Front Street two hundred (200) 
feet to the place of beginning. Subject to taxes now due the 
said City of Elizabeth, together with all right, title and interest 
in and to said Crescent or Front Street to the middle thereof, and 
to any right or license acquired to build walls, docks and piers 
upon the shore in front of said land, and any structures or other 
improvement built or made thereon. 
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Recreation Pier 
Riparian Grant 



THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

TO 
THE CITY OF EUZABETH. 



RIPARIAN GRANT, $5,000 
Dated May 10, 1906. 
Ack. May 11, 1906. 
Rec. May 29, 1907. 
Book 487, page 166, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that parcel of land now or formerly flowed by tide water, 
lying in the City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State 
of New Jersey, described as follows : 

BEGINNING at a point in what was at any time heretofore 
the original high water line of the northwesterly shore of Arthur 
Kill or Staten Island Sound, if said original high water line was 
southeast pf Front Street; and if said original high water line 
was at anv time heretofore northwest of the centre line of Front 
Street, then commencing at the centre line of Front Street, where 
the same is intersected by a line drawn in continuation south- 
easterly of the southwesterly line of Livingston Street; thence 
running southeasterly in a line in continuation of said last men- 
tioned line, to the Exterior Bulkhead and Pierhead Line estab- 
lished by the United States Government April 12, 1905, and 
adopted March 22, 1906, by the Commissioners appointed under 
the authority of the act entitled "An Act to ascertain the rights 
of the State and of Riparian owners in the lands lying under the 
waters of the Bay of New York and elsewhere in this State," 
approved April 11th, A. D. 1864, and the supplements thereto; 
thence southwesterly along said Exterior Bulkhead and Pierhead 
Line, as adopted and located, two hundred and sixty-six one- 
hundredths (200.66) feet to a point in a line drawn in continu- 
ation southeasterly of the northeasterly line of East Jersey Street ; 
thence northwesterly in a line in continuation of said last men- 



64 PUBLIC PROPERTIES 



tioned line to the original high water line of the northwesterly 
shore of Arthur Kill or Staten Island Sound, if said original high 
water line was at any time heretofore southeast of Front Street; 
and if said original high water line was at any time heretofore 
northwest of Front Street, then to the centre line of Front Street; 
thence northeasterly along said original high water line, or along 
the centre line of Front Street to the place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 14. 



INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL SITE 



Located in the 4th Ward, being Nos. 227, 229 and 231 
Franklin Street, and described as Lots 33, 35 and 37, Block 50, 
"Map of New Manufacturing Town of Elizabethport, N. J." 

The property was conveyed by George Greer to The Trustees 
of the Industrial School, Elizabethport, on December 22, 1852, 
in consideration of $450, a statement of which conveyance is 
hereinafter set out. (Essex County Deeds, Bk. L-S, p. 314.) 

From investigation I find an act of the Legislature, (P. L. 
1873, Chap, CXI I, p. 240) entitled "An Act to authorize trustees 
to dispose of the property belonging to the Industrial School 
District," approved February 27, 1873, as follows: 

WHEREAS, The Industrial School District at Elizabethport, 
formerly in the Township of Elizabeth, County of Essex, now in 
the City of Elizabeth, County of Union, was incorporated accord- 
ing to law, and tax was levied and collected of the inhabitants and 
property of said district for the purpose of building a school 
house, and lots of land were purchased in the name of the Dis- 
trict, but no building was erected, and when the City of Elizabeth 
was incorporated provision was made for the support of public 
schools by the City of Elizabeth ; and whereas, no provision was 
made in the city charter for disposing of said lots or the property 
of the district, and it is just that said property should be appro- 
priated for the support of schools within said district, and the 
last Trustees elected for the said district were Jonathan M. Ropes, 
Samuel L. Moore and Luther T. Hand, therefore, 

1. Be it Enacted by the Senate and General Assembly 
OF THE State of New Jersey: That the said Jonathan M. 
Ropes, Samuel L. Moore and Luther T. Hand are hereby author- 
ized to sell and convey, at public or private sale, all real estate 
owned by the Industrial School District, and to give a good and 
sufficient deed for conveying the same, and to collect and receive 
all money due said district and invest the same in bonds of the 
United States, State of New Jersey, County of Union or City of 
Elizabeth, and yearly appropriate the interest of said money in 
procuring public scientific lectures in said district; that the said 
Jonathan M. Ropes' term of office shall expire on the first day 
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of April, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, Samuel L. Moore 
on the first day of April, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and 
Luther T. Hand on the first day of April, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six ; and on the first day of April in each and every year 
thereafter, the mayor of the City of Elizabeth shall appoint one 
trustee, a resident of the territory of said school district, to hold 
office for the period of three years ; and that if any vacancy shall 
at any time occur, the said mayor shall be authorized to fill such 
vacancy for the unexpired term ; and that said board of trustees 
shall keep said money invested and apply the interest as above 
stated. 

2. And b^ it Enacted, That said Trustees before entering 
upon the discharge of their duties, shall make oath or affirmation 
before the said Mayor faithfully to perform their duties as said 
Trustees; that said Trustees shall not receive any compensatioa 
for their services. 

3. And be it Enacted, That this act shall take effect imme- 
diately. 

Approved Feb. 27, 1873. 

Investigation does not show that the parties mentioned in the 
act ever exercised the power conferred upon them, or that the 
Mayor of the City of Elizabeth ever made appointments under the 
authority of the act. 

Pursuant to the direction of City Council under date of 
August 15, 1910 {City Council Minutes, Bk. 56, p. 69), the City 
Attorney drafted a bill which was introduced in and passed by 
the Legislature (P. L. 1911, Chap. 13, p. 25), as follows: 

AN ACT to vest the title and fee of certain lots of land in the 
City of Elizabeth, known as lots numbers thirty-three (33),. 
thirty-five (35) and thirty-seven (37) on block number fifty (50) 
and laid down on the "Map of the New Manufacturing Town of 
Elizabethpoft, New Jersey" in the City of Elizabeth. 

WHEREAS, An Act of the Legislature entitled "An Act ta 
authorize Trustees to dispose of the property belonging to the 
Industrial District" was duly passed by said Legislature and 
approved February 27th, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-three, authorizing the Trustees named therein to sell and 
canvey certain lands, situate, lying and being in the City of Eliza^ 
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beth, and more particularly known, numbered and designated on 
a map entitled "Map of the New Manufacturing Town of 
Elizabethport, New Jersey" as lots numbers thirty-three (33), 
thirty-five (35) and thirty-seven (37) on block fifty (50), as laid 
down on said map, which had theretofore been purchased from 
moneys raised by taxation for school purposes in the said district 
of the said Citv of Elizabeth : and 

WHEREAS, The said act further provided that the Mayor of 
the City of Elizabeth should make appointments to the Trustees 
annually, but has for several years neglected and failed to do so, 
and 

WHEREAS, Said lands have never been used or occupied for 
the purpose for which they were purchased, and have not been 
sold and disposed of by said Trustees, therefore, 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Senate and Generai. Assembly 
OF THE State of New Jersey : 

1. All the right, title, fee and interest in and to the said 
lands, situate, lying and being in the City of Elizabeth, and des- 
ignated on the "Map of the New Manufacturing Town of Eliza- 
bethport, New Jersey" as lots numbered thirty-three (33), thirty- 
five (35) and thirty-seven (37), on block fifty (50), shall vest in 
the City of Elizabeth, and this act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 14, 1911. 

By virtue of the above statute the title to the property became 
vested in the City of Elizabeth. 

During the war between the United States and Germany this 
property was leased to the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation, 
Ltd., to be used for the erection of military barracks for the 
quartering of a United States military guard engaged in the pro- 
tection of the shipyard of said corporation at Elizabethport. The 
agreement bore date June 22, 1918, and the consideration was $1 
per year, said lease being entered into under authorization of City 
County at a meeting held June 11, 1918. (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 61, p. 362; Lease No.-9S.) 

On June 5, 1919, the said corporation having expressed their 
wish to cancel said lease, and having notified City Council that 
the barracks on said property had been sold to the Boys' Club, a 
resolution was adopted by City Council leasing the said lots to 
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The Boys' Club of Elizabeth, for the term of one year and from 
year to year thereafter, at the rental of one dollar per year ; said 
lease to be terminated on three months' notice previous to the 
first day of May in any year, and the property to be used exclu- 
sively for wholesome recreation, physical and mental development 
and education, and manual training in the arts and crafts, all 
without regard to creed or sect. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, 
p. 93, Lease No. 1020.) 

This lease is still in force, and the property occupied by the 
said club. 



Title No. 14. 
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227-231 Franklin Street 
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Industriai, School Site 



GEORGE GREER, 

TO 

THE TRUSTEES OF THE INDUS- 
RIAL SCHOOL, ELIZABETHPORT, 

N. J. 



DEED $450.00— 

Dated Dec. 22, 1852. 
Ack. Dec. 25, 1852. 
Rec. April 26, 1853. 
Bk. L-8, p. 314. 
Essex County Deeds. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that tract or parcel of land, situate, lying and being in 
Elizabethtown, Essex County, New Jersey, as it is more par- 
ticularly laid down, designated and described on a certain map 
entitled "Map of the New Manufacturing Town of Elizabethport, 
N. J., on file in the office of the Clerk of the County of Essex, as 
lots numbered 33, 35 and 37 on Block 50 as laid down on said map. 
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^ITLE NO. 15. 

NORTH END SCHOOL HOUSE PROPERTY 

A triangular tract at the intersection of North Broad Street 
and Salem Avenue, in the Eleventh Ward. It was conveyed by 
Edward Thomas by deed dated August 27, 1773, recorded August 
15, 1859, for the sum of Three pounds 10 shillings current money 
of New Jersey (at eight shillings to the ounce) to Abner Wood- 
ruff, Stephen Hinds and David Lyon, of the Borough of Eliza- 
"beth, their heirs and assigns and the survivor or survivors of 
them, forever (upon this special trust and confidence), that the 
■same piece of ground aforesaid with the school house thereupon 
and all other members and appurtenances to the same belonging 
or in any wise appertaining, be and remain to the only proper 
use, benefit and behoof of those of the inhabitants of Elizabeth 
^own aforesaid that dwell in that part of the town commonly 
called the north end, for the intent and purpose of a school house 
ior the education of their children forever, and the said Edward 
Thomas for himself, his heirs and assigns doth covenant to and 
^with the said Abner Woodruff, Stephen Hinds and David Lyon, 
their heirs and assigns, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
inhabitants aforesaid of Elizabeth Town, aforesaid, from time to 
time and at all times forever hereafter quietly and peaceably to 
•enter into, have, hold, use, occupy, possess and enjoy all and sin- 
:gular the lot of land aforesaid with the appurtenances without 
lawful suit, let, trouble, molestation, interruption, and denial of 
Tiim, the said Edward Thomas, his heirs and assigns or any other 
person or persons, whatever claiming from by or under him and 
the same in the quiet and peaceable possession of the inhabitants 
aforesaid of Elizabeth Town aforesaid, will by these presents 
^warrant and forever defend. (Union Co. Deeds, Bk. 5, p. 159.) 

The School building erected on this lot prior to 1773 remained 
istanding for many years, but becoming unsafe it was removed. 
{^Chancellor Magie, in "Historic Elizabeth'' p. 39.) 

In his "School Interests of Elizabeth, N. J.," published in 
1911, Mr. Elias D. Smith says : "In the northern part of the city 
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at the intersection of North Broad Street and Salem Avenue, 
upon a triangular piece of ground shaded by luxuriant forest 
trees, there stood for many years a one-story wooden structure 
that has passed into history as the "North End School House." 
It was built by subscriptions of the neighborhood, and was of the 
usual primitive style of architecture, faced the junction of the 
roads, and was surmounted by a cupola in which hung a bell, and 
was furnished at the western end with a fireplace and chimney 
of generous dimensions. Upon the bell this inscription was cast 
in raised letters : "A gift by Capt. David Lyon 1789*, made by 
David Ross at Elizabeth Town." Mr. Smith gives a brief history 
of the school down to 1861, "when the school was discontinued by 
vote of the Board, and the building soon after torn down." 

The bell referred to has passed through several hands since it 
was taken from the schoolhouse building. In the Official Fire 
Alarm and Street Directory of the City of Elizabeth, published in 
1893, under the history of the Lafayette Hook and Ladder Co. 
No. 1, which was organized in 1837, is the following note : "Among 
the trophies in possession of the Company is the old fire bell, 
which used to ring the alarms from the North End Schoolhouse. 
It has the inscription, *A gift of Capt. David Lyon 1789*. Made 
by David Ross at Elizabethtown.' " Later this bell was in the 
State House at Trenton, but through the efforts of former Gk)v- 
ernor Foster M. Voorhees, Robert B. Cissel, President of the 
Board of Public Works, and the Woman's Club of Elizabeth, it 
was returned to the City in 1917 and cared for at the Carteret 
Arms. Later, it was removed to the High School Building, 
where it is now kept. 

The title to this property at the present time is in the Trustees 
of the North End School, and I would suggest that it would be 
advisable to have an act of the Legislature passed vesting the 
title to said property in the City of Elizabeth. As far as I have 
been able to ascertain no taxes have ever been assessed against 
this property. 
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North End Schooi. House Property 



EDWARD THOMAS 
TO 

ABNER W60DRUI^F, STEPHEN 
HINDS AND DAVID LYON. 



< 



DEED — Cons. 3 pounds 10 
shilling. 

Dated Aug. 27, 1773. 
Ack. Sept. 23, 1773. 
Rec. Aug. 15, 1859. 
Book 5, p. 159. 
Deeds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that small triangular piece of ground or lot of land at 
the north end of Elizabethtown, whereon now stands a school- 
house. 

BEGINNING at the southeast comer of a lot of land belong- 
ing to Edward Thomas, lately belonging to Barnabas Shute, 
thence running south thirty degrees, forty minutes, north three 
chains, forty-nine links to a stake; thence north twenty-eight 
degrees, fifteen minutes, west three chains and forty links, thence 
two chains to the beginning corner. Containing by estimation 
1/3 part of an acre, more or less. 
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TITI.^ NO. 16. 

MADISON AVENUE, MAGNOLIA AVENUE AND 

MEADOW STREET ' 

Since the submission of this report this tract has 
been designated by ordinance as "Dillon Park" in 
honor of Redmond Dillon and Phebe, his wife, the 
donors thereof. 

Located in the 12th ward, being a triangle bounded by Madi- 
son and Magnolia Avenues, and Meadow Street. 

Conveyed to the City of Elizabeth by Redmond Dillon and 
Phebe, his wife, by deed dated November 29, 1867, recorded 
January 8, 1868, in consideration of $1.00. The property was 
conveyed as and for a public park, square or street, and for no 
other use or purpose whatsoever, and the conveyance was made 
subject to the reservation and condition that if the City shall at 
any time use the premises or any part thereof, or cause, suffer or 
permit the same to be used for any purpose other than a public 
park, square or street, or shall erect or place, or cause, suffer or 
permit to be placed thereon any building, erection or obstruction 
whatever, save and excepting only a proper and suitable fence 
around the same and gas or other lamp for lighting the street ; or 
sell, transfer or dispose of, or attempt to sell, transfer or dispose 
of the same or any part thereof, or shall collect any assessment 
thereon from the parties of the first part or their heirs, executors, 
administrators or assigns; or in case the streets or avenue on 
either side or end thereof shall be closed or the use of such streets 
or avenues as public streets shall be discontinued, then the estate 
granted shall cease and be null and void, and the premises revert 
to the parties of the first part or their heirs or assigns. {Union 
County Deeds, Bk. 26, p. 547; City Clerk's Deed Bk. Vol. 1, 
No. 1.) 

On April 1, 1908, a resolution was adopted by City Council 
providing for the improvement of this plot. {City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 54, p. 20.) 

On May 1, 1908, a resolution was presented to Council by 
Councilman Mack, to designate this as "Farrelly Park," which 
resolution was recommitted to Councilman Mack. {City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 54, p. 77.) No further record of name. 

Curbed, fenced, flower bed, flag pole. 



Title No. 16. 




MADISON AND MAGNOLIA AVENUES AND MEADOW STREET 

Unnamed Park 
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Madison Avenue, Magnoi^ia Avenue and Meadow Street 



REDMOND DIIvLON AND PHEBE, 
HIS WIFE, 

TO 

THE CITY OF EUZABETH. 



DEED B. & S. $1— 
Dated Nov. 29, 1867. 
I Ack. Dec. 28, 1867. 
Rec. Jan. 8, 1868. 
Book 26, page 547, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain triangular piece or parcel of land, situate, 
lying and being in the City of Elizabeth, bounded northerly by 
the southerly line of Magnolia Street, easterly by the westerly 
line of the Street formerly known as Meadow Street, and west- 
erly by the easterly line of Madison Avenue (as the said Avenue 
has been recently extended and opened from the northerly line 
of Edward Keogh's property to East Grand, formerly Mechanic 
Street) ; being all the land of the said parties of the first part, 
situate easterly of the easterly line of Madison Avenue as ex- 
tended and opened as aforesaid remaining after the extension and 
opening of the said Avenue as aforesaid; as the same premises 
are particularly delineated upon the survey thereof hereto 
annexed. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all and singular the above de- 
scribed premises unto the said party of the second part, and its 
successors, as and for a public park, square or street, and for no 
other use or purpose whatever. 

But this conveyance is expressly made subject to the following 
reserv'ations and conditions, that is to say, that in case the party 
of the second part or its successors shall at any time hereafter 
use the premises above described, or any part thereof, or cause, or 
suffer or permit the same to be used for any purpose whatever 
other than as a public park, square or street, or shall erect or 
place, or cause, suffer or permit to be erected or placed thereon, 
any building, erection or obstruction whatever, save and except 
only a proper and suitable fence around the same or a gas or other 
lamp for lighting the street, or shall in any manner sell, transfer. 
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or dispose of or attempt to sell, transfer or dispose of the same 
or any part thereof, or shall collect any assessments thereon from 
the parties of the first part, neither of them, or their, or either of 
their heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, or in case either 
of the streets or avenues on either side or end thereof shall be 
closed or the use of such streets or avenues as public streets shall 
be discontinued, then, and in each and every of such cases, these 
presents and the estate hereby granted shall from thenceforth 
cease and be and become absolutely null and void, and the said 
premises and one-half of the said streets or avenues on each 
side and end thereof, and all the appurtenances thereto belonging, 
shall revert to and be and become vested in the said parties of the 
first part, their heirs and assigns, in like manner and to the same 
extent and with the same effect as the same were vested in them 
before the execution of these presents, and as if these presents 
had not been made. 
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TITLE NO. 17. 

CITY PLAYGROUND 
Continental Field 

9 

641-657 Third Avenue 200-240 S. Seventh Street 

640-656 Second Avenue 201-241 Christine Street 

Located in the Seventh Ward, bounded by Second and Third 
Avenues, Seventh and Christine Streets. 

The property was purchased by the City from the Kean 
Estate, by deed dated November 11, 1912, recorded November 
14, 1912 (Union County Deeds, Bk. 608, />. 338; City Clerk's 
Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 6) . 

On September 3, 1912, City Council authorized the purchase 
of this tract "for park and recreation purposes" (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 59, p. 27fr), and bond issue to cover the cost of the 
purchase was authorized on October 15, 1912 (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 58, p. 95). 

On May 20, 1915, City Council passed an ordinance to appro- 
priate land acquired by the City for a public park, and to dedicate 
the said land to be used as a playground and recreation place, and 
providing that the Board of Playground Commissioners shall have 
full control over the aforesaid land (City Council Minutes, Bk. 
60, p. 229; Ordinance Bk., Vol. 8, p. 312). 

The Secretary of the Recreation Commission states that the 
name "Continental Field" was never assigned officially, but was 
given to the playground by reason of the fact that it adjoins the 
Public School known as the "Continental School" (No. 3) and 
the athletic teams formed at this playground assumed that team 
name. 
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City Playground— Continental Field 



JOHN KEAN, JULIAN H. KEAN^ 

HAMILTON F. KEAN AND ALEX- 1 DEED $20,000 — 

ANDER LIVINGSTON KEAN, EX- / Dated Nov. 11, 1912. 

ECUTORS OF JOHN KEAN, DE- ( Ack. NoV. 11, 1912. 

CEASED, / Rec. Nov. 14, 1912. 



TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



Book 608, pages 338, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land, premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of the 
Northerly line of Christine Street, and the Westerly line of 
Second Avenue, thence Northerly along the Westerly line of 
Second Avenue, two hundred and twenty-one (221) feet, to the 
Southerly line of Seventh Street; thence Westerly along the 
Southerly line of Seventh Street to the Easterly line of Third 
Avenue, a distance of five hundred and forty (540) feet; thence 
Southerly along the Easterly line of Third Avenue, a distance of 
two hundred and twenty-one (221) feet to the Northerly line of 
Christine Street; thence Easterly along the Northerly line of 
Christine Street, five hundred and forty (540) feet to the point 
or place of beginning. 

* CONTAINING two and seven hundred and forty-two thou- 
sandths of an acre (2.742). 
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TITLE NO. 18. 



CITY PLAYGROUND 
South Broad Street 

Located in the Sixth Ward, on South Broad Street and the 
Elizabeth River, being Nos. 28 to 34 South Broad Street. 

Acquired by the City of Elizabeth by deed from Chauncey A. 
Ryder in his own right and as executor of Seth B. Ryder, dated 
July 1, 1907, recorded July 24, 1907, the consideration being 
$11,800. (Union County Deeds, Bk, 491, p. 8; City Clerk's 
DeedBk,, VoL2,p. 119). 

Purchase was authorized by City Council March 15, 1907 
(City Council Minutes, Bk, 51, p, 173). 

Under date of June 3, 1915, the Board of Playground Com- 
missioners petitioned City Council for permission to use this plot 
of ground during the months of July and August for a play- 
ground, which communication was received at a meeting of 
Council on June 7, 1915, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance (City Council Minutes, Bk. 60, p. 229). The Committee 
reported on the same date recommending that the request be 
granted, which was adopted (City Council Minutes, Bk. 60, 
p. 232). 
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City Playground — South Broad Street 



CHAUNCEY A. RYDER IN HIS 

OWN RIGHT AND AS SURVIVING 

EXECUTOR UNDER THE LAST 

WILL AND TESTAMENT OF SETH ( Dated July 1, 1907. 

B. RYDER, DECEASED, > Ack. July 23, 1907. 



DEED WAR. $11,800— 



Rec. July 24, 1907. 
TO \ Book 491, page 8, &c. 

Deeds for Union Co. 



THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point one hundred and five and eight 
tenths feet on the Easterly side of South Broad Street from its 
intersection with the Elizabeth River, thence running at right 
angles to South Broad Street South seventy-nine degrees and ten 
minutes East one hundred and forty-eight and thirty-five one- 
hundredths feet; thence along the line of Famham Northerly 
seven degrees and fifty-nine minutes West one hundred and 
eleven and five tenths feet; thence along the Elizabeth River 
seventy-nine degrees and ten minutes West one hundred and 
twelve and fifty-one one-hundredths feet to the line of South 
Broad Street ; thence along said line of South Broad Street South 
ten degrees and fifty minutes West one hundred and five and 
eight-tenths feet to the place of beginning. 

Subject to a lease of a portion of said premises to Louis 
Masucci, at the monthly rental of Twenty dollars ($20) ending 
May 1, 1908. 
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TITLE NO. 19. 

CROSS-ADRIANCE PROPERTY 

Located in the Ninth Ward, being Nos. 411-427 South Street ; 
bounded north by the Elizabeth River, east by lands now or for- 
merly of George Hoffman, south by Spring Street (now South 
Street), and west by the Elizabeth River. 

Conveyed to the City of Elizabeth by Mary P. Cross and 
Sarah K. Adriance, for the sum of $300, and subject to all taxes 
and assessments and tax sales now a lien upon or against same, 
by deed dated January 6, 1917, recorded February 14, 1917. 
(Union County Deeds, Bk. 697, p. 447, &c.; City Clerk's Deed 
Bk., Vol. 3, No. 16.) 

On January 29, 1917, the Sinking Fund Commissioners 
adopted a resolution requesting the City Council to authorize the 
purchase of this property, which communication was received by 
City Council at the meeting of February 5, 1917. (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 61, p. 113.) The matter was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, who on the same date introduced a resolution 
which was duly adopted, authorizing the Sinking Fund Commis- 
sioners to negotiate for the purchase of said property on behalf 
of the City and to take a deed for same at a cost not to exceed 
$300. The resolution recites the following facts: That the 
property had been sold under the Martin Act and the City hold 
Martin Act certificate therefor; that the amount due for taxes 
and assessments under the Martin Act certificate is in excess of 
the true value of the property ; that the owner of the fee of said 
property has entered into negotiations and agreed to give a deed 
in fee to the City in consideration of $300.00; that the Sinking 
Fund Commissioners have investigated the matter and advise the 
purchase, and request permission from City Council to purchase 
the property on behalf of the City. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 
61, p. 122.) 

Taxes, assessments and interest due against the property at 
the time City took title amounted to approximately $8,500.00. 
(Information from Comptroller's office.) 

Property now used as city dog pound. 
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CROSS-ADRIANCE PROPERTY 
411-427 South Street 
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Cross-Adriance Property — 411-427 South Street 



MARY p. CROSS, WIDOW OF JOS. ^ DEED B. & S. $300.00 
CROSS, dec'd, and SARAH K. i Dated January 6th, 1917. 
adriance, widow, I Ack. January 6th, 1917. 

Rec. February 14th, 1917. 



TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. J 



Book 697, pages 447 &c. 
Deeds for Union County. / 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point on the west side of Spring Street 
"now South Street" one hundred and twenty-five (125) feet from 
the intersection of Spring Street and South Street; thence along 
the west side of Spring Street now South Street two hundred 
and fifteen (215) feet to the creek "Elizabeth River" by the draw 
bridge; thence northeast along said Creek two hundred and 
thirty (230) feet more or less to a post in the corner of land 

late the property of George Hoffman ; thence south along 

said Hoffman's line one hundred and fifty (150) feet to Spring 
Street now South Street, the place of beginning. 

Being bounded north by the Creek "Elizabeth River" ; east by 
Hoffman; south by Spring Street "now South Street," and west 
by the Creek "Elizabeth River." 

Said premises are hereby conveyed subject to all taxes, and 
assessments and tax sales now a lien upon or against the same. 
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TITLE NO. 20. 

STONE PROPERTY 
92-94 Summit Road 898-900 Grant Avenue 

Designated by ordinance since the submission of 
this report as *'Mattano Circle" in honor of the Saga- 
more Mattano, whose mark was set on the original 
deed given to Baily, Denton and Watson in 1664, for 
the tract of land of which the present site of the City 
of the Elizabeth was a part. 

A small triangle in the Tenth Ward at the intersection of 
Grant Avenue and Summit Road, and being known also as Lot 1 
on Block 49, "Map of the Old Colony Land Company at El Mora, 
Union County New Jersey." 

Conveyed to the City of Elizabeth by Julia A. Stone, widow, 
by deed dated April 28, 1919, recorded May 5, 1919, the consid- 
eration being $1.00. The property was conveyed subject to the 
restrictions in deed of El Mora Land Company to Henry B. 
Stone and Julia, his wife, dated July 30, 1913, recorded May 5, 
1919 {Union County Deeds, Bk. 746, p, 537) t. e., (1) Party of 
second part shall have and hold property subject to rights that 
public or owners or grantees of any lots shown on said map (Re- 
vised map of Block 49, property of El Mora Land Company, at 
El Mora, New Jersey, surveyed and guaranteed by Oswald L. P. 
Meyer, C. E.) may have acquired therein; (2) Parties of second 
part to maintain land as a park, shall erect no fences, buildings, 
or structures of any kind without written permission of the party 
of the first part, shall grade and grass same over, plant suitable 
flowers and shrubbery and generally keep and maintain the same 
in a neat and fresh condition ; that the party of the first part may 
enjoin any active breach (actual or threatened) of these cove- 
nants. In case parties of the second part do not maintain prop- 
erly as park, party of the first part may enter and put same in a 
suitable condition. {Union County Deeds, Bk. 746, p. 539; City 
Clerk Deed Bk. Vol 3, No. 8.) 

Offer to deed this property to the City was received from 
Mrs. Stone at a meeting of the Board of Public Works held 
January 23, 1919. {Board Public Works Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 10) 
and subsequently, on February 13, 1919, a resolution was adopted 
by said Board accepting the property as a public park, and direct- 
ing the City Attorney to prepare all necessary documents for the 
transfer of title. {Board Public Works Minutes,, Bk. 3, p. 17.) 



Titie No. 20. 




STONE PROPERTY 
Grant Avenue and Summit Road 
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Stone Property 



DEED B. & S. $1.00— 

Dated April 28, 1919. 
Ack. April 28, 1919. 
Rec. May 5, 1919. 
Book 746, page 5.39, &c. 
THE CITY OF EI.IZABETH. I ^eeds for Union Co. 



JULIA A. STONE, WIDOW, 
TO 



CONVEYS: 

ALL tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter par- 
ticularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of Eliza- 
beth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the westerly side of Summit Road, 
where it is met by the southeasterly comer of Lot No. 1 on the 
''Revised map of Block 49, property of El Mora Land Company, 
at El Mora, Elizabeth, New Jersey, surveyed and guaranteed by 
Oswald L. P. Meyer, C. E." ; thence running northeasterly along 
the westerly line of Summit Road for a distance of ninety-five 
(95) feet, more or less, to a point; thence running westerly on a 
curve which has a radius of ten (10) feet to its intersection with 
the southerly line of Grant Avenue ; thence running easterly along 
the southerly line of Grant Avenue for a distance of eighty-five 
(85) feet, more or less, to a point, where it meets the north- 
easterly corner of said lot one on said map; thence running along 
the easterly side of Lot One for a distance of one hundred and 
twenty-three and ninety-two one-hundredths feet (123.92) to the 
point or place of beginning. 

Subject to the covenants and restrictions as set forth in deed 
from El Mora Land Company to Henry S. Stone and Julia A. 
Stone, his wife, which said deed is recorded simultaneously here- 
with, and the said Henry S. Stone having departed this life on the 
twenty-eighth day of April, nineteen hundred and eighteen, the 
title to same became vested in the said Julia A. Stone, his wife, 
by right of survivorship. 
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TITLE NO. 21. 

FAY WOODS PARK SITE 

Located in the Tenth Ward, and bounded by 

Bayway,* Murray, Grove and Vine Streets. 

This tract has been designated by ordinance since 
the submission of this report as "Carteret Park" in 
honor of the family of Carteret, whose arms are a part 
of the City Seal, a member of which family was one 
of the original owners of New Jersey, another member 
of which zvas the first Governor of the new province, 
and for a member of which family the new settlement 
of Blizabethtown was named. 

Purchase was authorized on August 5, 1918, by City Council 
for a sum not to exceed $45,000. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 61, 
p. 397.) 

Acquired in tracts as follows : 

TRACT "A". Kleiser (not yet closed) 

Note: The Fidelity Trust Company has been examining titles 
to all of the properties contained within the Fay Woods Park 
tract, and title to Tract "A", known as the Kleiser has not yet 
been taken by the City because of defects raised by the title 
company regarding information concerning Catherine Kleiser. 

TRACT "B"— Purchased from Henry Wilhelms and Mar- 
gareth Wilhelms, his wife, for $30,000 by deed dated December 
24, 1919, and recorded December 29, 1919 (Union County Deeds, 
Bk. 778, p. 183, &c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 34). 

TRACT "C". Seaton (not yet closed) 

A^ote: Title to tract "C, known as the Seaton Tract, has 
not been closed because of a difference between the Board of 
Public Works and the owner, Mr. Seaton, as to the price to be 

*The name of this portion of Bay way has been changed to 
Bl Mora Avenue'' since the submission of this report. 
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agreed upon. No formal option was ever acquired for this prop- 
erty, and the closing of title to this tract is held in abeyance 
awaiting further action by the Board of Public Works. 

TRACT "D"— Purchased from Willett I. Van Demark and 
Carrie S. Van Demark, his wife, for $3,300 by deed date August 
15, 1919, and recorded December 29, 1919 (Union County Deeds, 
Bk. 778, p. 185, &€.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 35). 

TRACT "E"— Purchased from Foster M. Voorhees, for 
$2,625.00 by deed dated December 31, 1919, and recorded January 
2, 1919 (Union County Deeds, Bk. 777, p. 373, &c.; City Clerk's 
Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 36.) 

TRACT "F"— Purchased from Nathan Finkel and Fannie 
Finkel, his wife, for $3,550.00 by deed dated December 26, 1919, 
and recorded December 30, 1919. (Union County Deeds, Bk. 
779, p. 120, &c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 37.) 

VINE STREET— Another tract to be made a part of this 
park site is a tract of land embraced within the lines of Vine 
Street (proposed) fronting on Grove Street, having a frontage of 
60 feet and a depth of 77 feet more or less. At a meeting of City 
Council, held March 5, 1920, the purchase of this tract was 
authorized, at a cost not to exceed $1,000. This purchase was 
made from the owner, Charles W. Chapman and Helen V. Chap- 
man, his wife, by deed dated June 18, 1920, and recorded June 
19, 1920. (Union County Deeds, Bk. 796, p. 348; City Clerk's 
Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 38 ; Title Guaranty No. 36007 ; Requisition 
No. 44796.) 

Titles to all these tracts are to be guaranteed by the Fidelity 
Trust Company, under authorization of the Board of Public 
Works on November 29, 1918, as to the first five tracts (Board of 
Public Works Minutes, Bk. 2, p. 350; Application No. 40867) 
and City Council on March 5, 1920, as to the last mentioned 
tract (City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 256). 



Title No. 21. 

Tracts A, B, C, D, E and F. 
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Title No. 21. 
Vine Street Tract. 
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CITY OF ELIZABETH, N. J. 95 

Fay Woods Park Site 
TRACT "A" (Not yet acquired) 
Klkiskr Tract 

Property in the City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State 
of New Jersey : 

BEGINNING in the centre line of Clover Street to a point 
thereon distant northwesterly along said centre line eighty-five 
feet four and one-half inches, from a stone monument planted at 
the intersection of the centre line of Clover Street and Vine Street 
respectively, thence South sixty-three degrees, eight minutes 
west, twenty-nine feet to land belonging to the estate of one 
DeGroot, thence along DeGroot's line north thirty-six degrees 
thirty-five minutes west, two hundred and eighty-five and six 
tenths (285.6) feet to a corner of said DeGroot's line; thence 
still along the same north fifty-five degrees, five minutes east, 
three hundred feet to an angle; thence south thirty-six degrees, 
thirty-five minutes east, two hundred and fifty-six and one tenth 
(256.1) feet to an angle; thence south forty-eight degrees and 
twenty minutes west, two hundred and fifty-one feet to an angle ; 
thence south thirty-seven degrees, thirty-four minutes east; fif- 
teen feet; thence south sixty-three degrees, eight minutes west, 
twenty-one feet to the place of beginning, together with any right 
I may have over any adjoining lands in any streets or roadways. 



Tract "B" 

HKNRY WII.HKI.MS, SR., AND 
MARGARKTH WIIyHKl.MS, HIS 
WIFE, -< 

TO 



DEED WAR. $30,000— 
Date Dec. 24, 1919. 
Ack. Dec. 24, 1919. 
Rec. Dec. 29, 1919. 
Book 778, page 183, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



THE CITY OF KlvIZABKTH. 

CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 
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BEGINNING at a comer in the southerly side of what was 
formerly Murray Street (which street is now vacated), distant 
eight hundred and seventy (870) feet two (2) inches in a south- 
westerly direction from the comer formed by the intersection of 
the westerly line of Park Place with the southerly line of what 
was formerly said Murray Street (now vacated) ; thence running 
southwesterly in a line drawn at right angles to the former south- 
erly line of said Murray Street (now vacated), two hundred and 
fifty-five (255) feet six (6) inches to lands now or late of G. 
Seaton ; thence running along said Seaton's land south sixty-two 
(62) degrees, thirty-five (35) minutes west two hundred and 
three (203) feet four (4) inches to the line of lands now or 
formerly of W. S. Wetmore, deceased; thence along his line 
south sixty-six (66) degrees, forty-eight (48) minutes west three 
hundred and forty-six (346) feet ; thence still along his line north 
thirty-nine (39) degrees, twenty (20) minutes west along the 
easterly line of Bayway ; running thence northerly along the said 
easterly side of Bayway to the southerly side of Murray Street 
as at present laid out ; running thence easterly along the southerly 
side of Murray Street eight hundred and thirty-eight (838) feet, 
more or less, to the westerly line of land conveyed by William H. 
DeGroot and wife to James M. Lewis, by deed recorded Sep- 
tember 10, 1870, in Book 49, page 257 ; running thence southerly 
along the westerly line of lands so conveyed to said Lewis to 
what was formerly the northerly side of Murray Street (now 
vacated) running southwesterly along what was formerly the 
northerly side of Murray Street (now vacated), three hundred 
and seventy-five (375) feet, more or less; thence southeasterly 
sixty (60) feet to the point or place of beginning. 

Together also with that part of the northerly half of what 
was formerly Murray Street (now vacated) lying in front of the 
above described premises, which is not specifically included 
within the above description. 
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TRACT "C" (Not yet acquired) 
Owned by George Seaton 

A tract of ground in the City of Elizabeth, County of Union 
and State of New Jersey, no description of which has as yet been 
made up, but an approximate description would be as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of what would 
be Vine Street if extended at a point 276.46 feet from the inter- 
section of said line of Vine Street if extended and the easterly 
line of Bayway; thence running north 36 .degrees, 33 minutes 
west 55.80 feet to the line of a ditch; thence running north 65 
degrees, 36 minutes easterly 389.11 feet to a point in the line of 
lands now or formerly of John Neal ; thence along NeaFs line in a 
course of south 34 degrees, 28 minutes east or nearly so for a 
distance of 55 feet, more or less, until it strikes a point which 
would be the northerly line of Vine Street if extended; thence 
south 65 degrees, 45 minutes west along what would be the north- 
erly line of Vine Street if extended 389 feet, more or less, to the 
point or place of beginning. 

Tract "D" 

WII.I.^rr I. VAN DKMARK AND ^ DEED WAR. $3,300— 



CARRIE S. VAN D-MARK, HIS 

wira, 

TO • 
THE CITY OF EI.IZABMH. 

CONVEYS: 



Date Aug. 15, 1919. 
Ack. Aug. 29, 1919. 
(^ Rec. Dec. 29, 1919. 
Book 778, page 185, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



ALth those certain lots, tracts or parcels of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING on the proposed northerly line of Vine Street, 
at a point distant westerly two hundred feet from where the same 
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is intersected by the westerly line of Justice Morris ; thence west- 
erly along said proposed line of Vine Street, two hundred and 
forty-five feet to land of George Seaton ; thence northerly at right 
angles to the last course, seventy-five feet to land of J. C. Blake; 
thence northerly forty-nine degrees, thirty-five minutes east two 
hundred and fifty-five feet, more or less, to a point distant west- 
erly at right angles one hundred and forty-four feet from the 
place of beginning; thence in a line at right angles to said pro- 
posed northerly line of Vine Street, one hundred and forty-four 
feet to the place of beginning, and also all right, title and interest 
of the party of the first part in and to all lands embraced within 
the lines of Vine Street or Clover Street, as proposed or shown. 



Tract "E" 

FOSTER M. VORHEES, UNMARRIED, 

TO 
THE CITY OF EUZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 



DEED WAR. $2,625.00- 
Dated Dec. 31, 1919. 
Ack. Dec. 31, 1919. 
Rec. Jan. 2, 1920. 
Book 777, page 373, etc. 
Deeds for Union County. 



ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey : 

BEGINNING in the proposed northerly line of Vine Street 
at a point distant westerly two hundred feet from the dividing 
line between the properties formerly of Justus Morris and Julius 
A. Fay, said point also being the southeast comer of lands con- 
veyed by deed of Julius A. Fay, and wife, to John Neal, recorded 
in book 57 of deeds for said Union County, page 414; thence 
running northerly at right angles to said line of Vine Street and 
along said lands of now or formerly of John Neal, one hundred 
and forty-four feet to the most northerly line of the Fay tract; 
thence running north forty-nine degrees, thirty-five minutes east 
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twenty-six degrees, forty-seven minutes east three hundred and 
along the northe Hne of said Fay tract, be the distance, more or 
less, to the westerly line of lands heretofore conveyed by Foster 
M. Voorhees to Isador Goorerich by deed dated July 14, 1914; 
thence southerly along the westerly line of land so sold to the 
said northerly Une of Vine Street and thence westerly along the 
said line of Vine Street one hundred and seventy-five feet to the 
point or place of beginning. 



Tract "F" 

NATHAN FINKEL AND ^ANNI^ 
FINKEL, HIS WIFE, 



DEED WAR. $3,550— 
Dated Dec. 26, 1919. 
Ack. Dec. 26, 1919. 
TO I Rec. Dec. 30, 1919. 

Book 779, page 124, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 

ALL those certain lots, tracts or parcels of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of the 
easterly line of Bayway and the northerly line of Vine Street; 
thence running along the said northerly line of Vine Street two 
hundred and seventy-six feet and forty-six hundredths of a foot 
to land now or formerly of Seaton; thence running along the 
same north thirty-nine degrees, five minutes west fifty-five feet 
and eighty hundredths of a foot to a comer of land now or late 
of S. Davenport, now Henry Wilhelms, Sr. ; thence along his line 
south sixty-eight degrees, fifty-four minutes west two hundred 
and six feet and seventy-nine hundredths of a foot; thence still 
along his line north thirty-nine degrees, fifty-five minutes west 
two hundred and fifty-eight feet and seventy-eight hundredths 
of a foot to Bayway aforesaid ; and thence along the same south 
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twenty-seven feet to the said northerly line of Vine Street and 
place of beginning. 

Vine Street 



CHARI^ES W. CHAPMAN, AND 
HEI.EN V. CHAPMAN, HIS WIFE, 

TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 



DEED WAR. $1,000— 
Dated June 18, 1920. 
Ack. June 18, 1920. 
Rec. June 19, 1920. 
Bk. 796, p. 378, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the westerly side of Grove Street at a point 
therein distant four hundred and fifty-nine and sixty one-hun- 
dredths feet (459.60) northerly measured along said westerly 
side of Grove Street from the northerly side of Rahway Avenue ; 
running thence south sixty-three (63) degrees, thirteen (13) 
minutes west seventy-seven and ten one-hundredths (77.10) feet, 
more or less to the westerly line of land conveyed to Charles W. 
Chapman by deed from Edda Morris, Individually and as Execu- 
trix of Alexander H. Morris, deceased, etc., recorded November 
22, 1911, in Book 587 of Deeds, page 34; running thence north 
twenty-eight (28) degrees, forty- four (44) minutes west along 
the westerly line of lands so conveyed to Charles W. Chapman, 
sixty and thirty-five thousands (60.035) feet; running thence 
north sixty-three (63) degrees, thirteen (13) minutes east 
seventy-nine and sixteen hundredths (79.16) feet, more or less, 
to the westerly side of Grove Street at a point therein distant 
four hundred and twenty (420) feet southerly measured along 
said westerly side of Grove Street from the southerly side of 
Murray Street; thence running south twenty-six (26) degrees, 
forty-seven (47) minutes east along the said westerly side of 
^ Grove Street sixty (60) feet to the point or place of beginning. 
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TITI.E NO. 22. 

BAYWAY * WESTFlElvD AND PARK AVENUES 

Since the submission of this report this tract has* 
been designated by ordinance as "McPherson Park'* 
in honor of Senator McPherson, one of the donors. 

Land located in the Tenth Ward, having a frontage of 177 
feet more or less on Bayway, 47.50 feet on Westfield Avenue 
and 68.12 feet on Park Avenue. 

The above property is clearly shown on a map filed in the 
office of the Clerk of Union County in 1893, showing lands of 
Senator McPherson, the Old Colony Land Company, and land 
owned by Crawford and Parmelee. The McPherson and Old 
Colony Land Company property afterwards having been acquired 
by the El Mora Land Company, and the Crawford and Parmalee 
property having been acquired by the El Mora Realty Company. 
The map filed in 1893 was signed by Senator McPherson, the Old 
Colony Land Company, and Crawford and Parmalee. On this 
map the above property is marked "Park" and no doubt was 
intended to act as- a complete dedication of said property for park 
purposes. The large brick sewer known as the McPherson sewer, 
coming down Park Avenue and emptying into the Westfield 
, Avenue sewer at or near the intersection of Bayway and West- 
field Avenue, crosses the above property, from Park Avenue to 
Westfield Avenue, and there is no doubt that it was the intention 
of the donors to dedicate this as a park because of the sewer 
crossing it. The map filed showing the same appears to have 
been mislaid, and at the last investigation the writer was unable 
to locate it in either the Register's or County Clerk's office, but 
there is a duplicate copy of same now in the possession of the 
Board of Public Works. It is quite possible that the original 
agreement between Senator McPherson, the Old Colony Land 
Company and Crawford and Parmelee may make some reference 

*The name of this section of Bayway has been changed to 
"El Mora Avenue*' since the submission of this report. 



102 PUBLIC PROPERTIES 

to the said park. Whether this agreement is of record or not I 
am unable to state positively, and diligent search has failed to 
bring it to light. 

Xhe City has exercised ownership over the sewer since the 
annexation of the El Mora Section to the City in 1908, which 
included the lands embraced within the lines of said park used 
for sewer purposes. There are also records in the County Reg- 
ister's office which tend to confirm that the land was dedicated 
as far back as 1893 for pafk purposes. This record appears in 
a deed made by Crawford and Parmalee to tfie Old Colony Land 
Company, dated September 25, 1893 (Union Co. Deeds, Bk. 271, 
p. 153 &c.), 2l diagram being attached to said deed which also 
shows this land as a park. The description in this deed reads as 
follows : "Beginning in the centre line of Park Road where the 
same is intersected by the westerly line of the park at Bayway 
and Westfield Avenue, as shown on a map of El Mora, filed in 
the office of the Clerk of Union County, N J." The third course 
in the description reads "to the westerly line of the before men- 
tioned park; thence along said westerly side of said park/' etc. 

Although I am informed that Mr. J. W. Doolittle claims to 
have some ownership to said tract of ground, I* am firmly of the 
opinion that it was the intention of the previous owners to dedi- 
cate this property for park purposes as early as 1893, and each 
and every act on their part since that time w^hich referred to the 
same or the adjoining lands, tends to confirm that opinion. If 
the Assessors, through inadvertence or mistake, have assessed 
said property in ignorance of the fact that the same was dedicated 
for park purposes or assessed the same for improvements, these 
taxes and assessments should be remitted as soon as the City 
exercises jurisdiction over the same. 

The following letter, addressed to John J. Griffin, Assistant 
City Attorney; by Clark McK. Whittemore, Vice-President of 
the El Mora Realty Co., sets forth some of the history and facts 
in the case: 
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January 7, 1920. 

John J. Griffin, Esq., 
208 Broad Street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

My dear Sir: 

With reference to the proposal to erect houses on the piece of 
land bounded by Bayway, Westfield Avenue and Park Avenue, 
at El Mora, I beg to advise that in my opinion this land is legally 
dedicated as a park, and that Mr. Doolittle, the El Mora Land 
Company, and the present owner of the property are chargeable 
with notice of that fact. 

In the first place I am quite sure that there was a map of the 
property, including the land owned by Senator McPherson, the 
Old Colony Land Company — afterwards the El Mora Land Com- 
pany, and the alnd owned by Crawford and Parmelee, later the 
El Mora Realty Company, which filed in the County Clerk's 
office in 1893, and on which the piece of land in question was 
marked as a park. This map does not seem to be indexed in 
the present County Register's index of maps. It was in a frame 
hung on the wall, and I think it was signed with the original sig- 
natures of McPherson, the officers of the Old Colony Land Com- 
pany, and by Crawford & Parmalee. The County Register has 
not been able to locate this map, but a thorough search in his 
office and in the office of the County Clerk may result in finding it. 

As you are aware there is a very large trunk sewer which 
passes through some part of this piece of land, and it was on 
account of the existence of this sewer — which was constructed 
at the joint expense of Senator McPherson, and Crawford & 
Parmelee — that the land was dedicated for park purposes only. 
I believe that the construction of this sewer was provided for in 
the contract between Senator McPherson, the Old Colony Land 
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Company and Crawford & Parmelee, and think that this contract 
contains some provision for the dedication of the land along 
Bayway as a park. I have been tmable to find that this contract 
was recorded in the County Clerk's or Register's office, although 
it possibly may be without being able to locate it at this time. 
The original contract or a copy of it is probably in Cleveland, 
Ohio, in the possession of Crawford & Parmalee, and I will try 
to obtain it from them. If it is not recorded it is probably not 
notice to the present owners of this piece of land, unless such 
notice must be presumed from the fact that the sewer exists in 
the property. 

The sewer running through this piece of land is now public 
property, and the City of Elizabeth has jurisdiction over it irre- 
spective of the fact whether or not the land is dedicated for a 
park. It is my opinion that the City authorities should not allow 
any buildings or improvements to be erected over the sewer, as 
the sewer and right of way in the land through which it extends 
with sufficient space on each side to provide for repairs, is neces- 
sary to the public interest for the protection of this very impor- 
tant public property. If buildings are erected over this sewer 
or within close proximity of it, it will make it very inconvenient 
if not impossible to make repairs whenever in the future it may 
become necessary to do so. If a sufficient amount of land is 
reserved on each side of the sewer for the making of repairs, I 
do not think there will be enough land left to allow buildings to " 
DC erected upon it. 

Independently of the value of this park for sewer purposes, it 
is of great value to the City and to the neighborhood, and every 
effort that is possible should be made by co-operation between 
the City authorities and private property owners to preserve it 
permanently for park purposes. If the City has collected laxes, 
and paving and sewer assessments on this land, under the mis- 
taken notion that it was private property, I would urge that a 
refund of the money so collected be made, if it is legally possible 
to make such a refund. 
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There is a record in the County Register's office which indi- 
cates that this land was dedicated, as far back as 1893, for park 
purposes. This record appears in a deed made by Crawford and 
Parmelee to the Old Colony Land Company, dated September 
25, 1893, and recorded in Book 271 of deeds, page 153 ; a diagram 
is atached to this deed, and I think that this diagram will show 
this land as a park. The description in this deed reads as 
follows : 



"Beginning in the centre line of Park Road, 
where same is intersected by the westerly line of the 
park at Bay way and Westfield Avenue, as shown on 
a map of El Mora, filed in the office of the Clerk of 
Union County, N. J." The third course in this 
description runs "to the westerly line of the before- 
mentioned park; thence along said westerly side of 
said park," etc. 



A search of the records against the land comprising this park 
may also disclose other deeds, in which the land is referred to as 
a park, and dedicated, as such. Such a search may also disclose 
the record of some other contracts between Senator McPherson, 
the Old Colony Land Company and Crawford & Parmelee, which 
may refer to this land as a park. In any event, I think there are 
good grounds for disputing the private ownership of this property, 
and for claiming it to be public property, and I think, if necessary, 
litigation to establish that it is public property for sewer purposes 
or for the purpose of a park, should be instituted by injunction 
or otherwise to prevent any use for private purposes. In this 
procedure and action the El Mora Realty Company would be 
willing to co-operate so far as it may be in its power. The 
matter, however, may be one that can only be dealt in from a 
legal standpoint by the City authorities, and I trust that a very 
firm position will be taken by the City authorities against any 
private ownership until it is well settled by a decision of the 
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Court, that the property is not public property. Under no cir- 
cumstances should a building permit be issued to allow the prop- 
erty to be used for building purposes. 

I should be glad to be advised of anything that I can do to 
assist along the lines I have mentioned. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) C. McK. WhittemorE. 



TiUe No. 22. 
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BAYWAY, WESTFIELD AND PARK AVENUES 
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TITI.^ NO. 23 

NEWARK, SHERIDAN AND NORTH AVENUES 

Since the submission of this report the above tract 
has been designated by ordinance as ''Crane Square," 
in honor of the Crane family, one of whom, William 
W. Crane, was one of the donors thereof. 

An unnamed park, in the northerly section of the City, 
Eleventh Ward, at the intersection of Sheridan, Newark and 
North Avenues. It was conveyed to the City of Elizabeth by 
William W. Crane and Charity B., his wife; George W. Tubbs 
and Lucy Ann, his wife ; Augustus C. Kellogg and Joseph Cross, 
by deed dated November 7, 1870, recorded April 14, 1871. 
{Union Co. Deeds, Bk. 55, p. 183 ^c; City Clerk's Deed Bk. 
Vol 3, No. 3.) 

Deed for this land was presented to City Council on February 
24, 1871, and referred to the Law Committee (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 13, p. 140), who subsequently, on March 8, 1871, 
reported in favor of accepting same, and a resolution was accord- 
ingly passed at the same meeting, accepting the deed and the land 
thereby conveyed "as and forming a part of Sheridan Avenue." 
(City Council Minutes, Bk. 13, p. 151.) 
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NEWARK, SHERIDAN AND NORTH AVENUES 
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Newark, Sheridan and North Avenues 

WILLIAM w. crane and '^ 

charity b., his wife ; george J DEED B. & S. $1.00 &c, 
w. TUBES AND LUCY ANN, HIS / Dated Nov. 7, 1870. 
WIFE; AUGUSTUS c; KELLOGG I Ack. Feb. 15, 1871. 
AND JOSEPH CROSS, / Rec. April 14, 1871. 

^Q . \ Book 55, page 183, &c. 
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THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that certain triangular tract or parcel of land and 
premises, hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and 
bf ing in the City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State 
of New Jersey. 

COMMENCING at a point in the easterly line of Sheridan 
Avenue as the same is laid out on the map filed by the Commis- 
sioners appointed to lay out streets, avenues and squares in the 
City of Elizabeth, distant four hundred (400) feet northerly 
from a point where the said easterly line of Sheridan Avenue, 
if continued southerly in the same direction, would intersect the 
northerly line of North Avenue, and running thence easterly on 
a line at right angles with Newark Avenue, eighty (80) feet more 
or less to the westerly line of Newark Avenue ; thence southerly 
along the westerly line of Newark Avenue one hundred and 
sixty-two (162) feet more or less to the point formed by the 
intersection of the said westerly line of Newark Avenue with the 
said easterly line of Sheridan Avenue, and thence northerly along 
the said easterly line of Sheridan Avenue to the point or place 
of beginning. 

AND also all the right, title and interest of the said William 
W. Crane and Charity B., his wife ; George W. Tubbs and Lucy 
Ann, his wife, and August C. Kellogg of the first part, in and to 
all the land lying and situate and comprehended within the lines 
of the said Sheridan Avenue as laid down on said map situate 
in front of and adjoining the premises hereby conveyed. 
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TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular the above de- 
scribed tract or lot of land and premises with the appurtenances, 
unto the said party of the second part, its successors, heirs and 
assigns, to the proper use, benefit and behoof of the said party 
of the second part, its successors and assigns forever for the 
uses and purposes of a public street or avenue and for no other 
use or purpose whatsoever, and to be and become and to be used, 
occupied and enjoyed as a part of Sheridan Avenue. 
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TITLE NO. 24. 



WEST END PARK 
Jersey Avenue, Linden Avenue and Grove Street 

Since the submission of this report the name of 
West End Park" has been established by ordinance. 



<i 



Located in the Tenth Ward, being a small triangle, measuring 
twenty feet at its base and thirty feet on each side line from base 
to apex. It was formed by the laying out of Jersey Avenue, 
Linden Avenue and Grove Street. 

The records in the Comptroller's ofSce show that Linden 
Avenue was opened and assessments filed March 5, 1873, ratified 
April 25, 1873. The report shows Lot 1 as the owner unknown, 
the adjoining property as shown on the map belonging to J. Butler 
Wright. The Commissioners show the value of land taken to be 
$500 against the triangular plot above mentioned, and the assess- 
ments for benefits against the same property $589.96. The 
award for damages was never paid by the City, and the award 
for benefits never paid by the owner. {Comptroller's office infor- 
mation). The land embraced within said triangle was formerly 
owned by J. Butler Wright, but there does not appear to be any 
deed of record to the City for the said triangular plot. 

On August 2, 1897, there was a petition sent to City Council, 
dated July 29, 1897, signed by H. H. Isham, C. E. Anderson, Wm. 
Edelsten, S. A. Lenher, George B. Hooker and M. Macdougall, 
asking permission to make, construct and maintain a small park 
on the triangle above mentioned, agreeing that said petitioners 
would make, construct and maintain said park entirely at their 
own expense, under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the 
proper Committee of City Council and the Street Commissioner, 
which petition was referred to the Committee on Streets and 
Parks. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 41, p. 40.) The Committee 
reported favorably on August 16, 1897, and recommended that the 
prayer of the petitioners be granted, the work to be done under 
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WEST END PARK 
Jersey Avenue, Linden Avenue and Grove Street 
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the supervision of the Street Commissioner, which report was 
received and the recommendations adopted. (City Minutes, Bk. 
41, p. 46.) 

The supervision and care of this plot of ground now used as 
a park has been exercised by the City for nearly ten years last 
past. The property has been curbed and a flag pole erected. 

Name not official. 
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TITLE NO. 25. 

COOTE PROPERTY 
Elizabeth River, foot of Spencer Street 

Located in the Fifth Ward, on the easterly bank of the Eliza- 
beth River, from the southerly line of Spencer Street and run- 
ning 223 feet fore or less southerly along said river to a point 
where the same would be intersected by the southerly line of 
Summer Street if continued. 

This property was acquired for the purpose of making proper 
approach to the bridge known as the Spencer Street Bridge. 

On June 1, 1887, City Council received a communication from 
Maria S. Coote, offering to deed property to the City for a bridge 
at the foot of Spencer Street as much as is required for bringing 
Spencer and Summer Streets together), with the understanding 
that bridge be built. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 30, p. 26.) 

The property was conveyed to the City by Maria S. Coote 
and Charles W. M. Coote, her husband ; John C. S. Spencer and 
Mary H., his wife ; Edward B. Loomis and Effie M., hi swife ; 
Charlotte M. Loomis, widow of Harmon Loomis; William 
Torrey Loomis and Jeanette, his wife ; Charlotte E. Dunning and 
William A. Dunning, in consideration of $1.00, by deed dated 
July 1, 1888, recorded April 6, 1889. (Union County Deeds, Bk. 
207, p. 125, &c.; City, Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol 2, No. 5.) 

The bridge was built by the Union County Freeholders about 
the year 1889. (Information from County Engineer's office.) 
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COOTE PROPERTY 
Spencer Street Bridge 
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CooTE Property — Elizabeth River, Foot of Spencer St. 

MARIA S. COOTE AND CHARLES W. \ 

COOTE, HER HUSBAND, JOHN C. S. \ 

SPENCER AND MARY H. SPENCER, j^^ED B. & S. $1.00 &C. 

HIS WIFE, HEIRS AT LAW OF i 0^^^^ j^j 21st, 1888. 

JOHN S. SPENCER, DEC D. EDWARD / ^ck. July 25th, 1888. 

BEACH LOOMIS AND EFFIE M. Ack. AugUSt 2nd, 1888. 

LOOMIS, HIS WIFE, CHARLOTTE \ ^ck. AugUSt 22nd, 1888. 

M. LOOMIS, WIDOW, WILLIAM / j^^^^ Octobcr 3rd 1888 
TORREY LOOMIS, AND j^ANNETT^ I Ack." February 2()th, 1889. 

W. LOOMIS, HIS WIFE, CHAR- \ Rg^. April 6th, 1889 
LOTTE E. DUNNING AND WILLIAM I Bo^k 207, pagCS 125 &C. 

A. DUNNING, Deeds for Union County. 

TO / 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. ' 

CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises situate, 
lying and being the City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union 
and State of New Jersey, described as follows : 

BEGINNING on the easterly bank of the Elizabeth River at 
a point where the same is met by the southerly line of Spencer 
Street and running thence southerly along said bank of the river 
two hundred and twenty-three feet more or less to a point where 
the same would be intersected by the southerly line of Summer 
Street, if continued easterly; thence easterly in said continuation 
of Summer Street and along other land of Spencer one hundred 
feet ; thence northerly parallel with said river bank and one hundred 
feet distant therefrom^ two hundred and seventy-three feet more 
or less to Spencer Street; thence westerly along Spencer Street 
one hundred and seven feet more or less to the place of begin- 
ning. Together with land in front of said premises to the center 
line of Spencer Street. It being the intention of the parties of 
the first part to grant and convey any right, title and interest 
which they or any or either of them may have in a strip of land 
one hundred feet in width, extending along the easterly side of 
the Elizabeth River from the south line of Summer Street (if 
extended) to the South line of Spencer Street. 
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TITLE NO. 26. 

PARK LOCATED ADJOINING THE 
SOUTH ELIZABETH STATION 

Since the submission of this report the above tract 
has been designated by ordinance as "Caldwell Park" 
in honor of the Rev. James Caldwell, the "Fighting 
Parson*' of Revolutionary fame. 

Tract of land in the Sixth Ward, bounded by the P. R. R., 
South Street and De Hart Place, being Nos. 936-944 South 
Street,and Nos. 945-963 De Hart Place. 

This property appears to have been dedicated by the filing 
of "Map of Cherry Lawn, Elizabeth, N. J.," filed May 31, 1872, 
and also "Map of Rose Hill in the City of Elizabeth," filed 
March 30, 1865, and also by reference in a deed from Betsy Ann 
Davenport to Sarah A. Windsor, dated March 30, 1865, recorded 
in Union County Register's office in Bk. 16, p. 302. Said deed 
reserves "the use of a public park of the triangular piece of 
ground designated on said map as a park, which is to be and 
remain forever for the uses and purposes of a public park, and 
not to be used for any other purpose, or to be built upon, except 
a small portion thereof designated on said map, which may be 
donated or devoted to the use of a railroad depot and passageway 
thereto. Subsequently, on June 9, 1868, Betsy Ann Davenport 
attempted to convey to Louise De Casse, by deed recorded in 
Bk. 29, p. 210 of Deeds for Union County, "all that triangular 
tract or parcel of land bounded northeasterly by South Street, 
southwesterly by De Hart Place as extended to meet South Street, 
and northwesterly by the railroad of the N. J. Railroad and 
Transportation Co., being the land conveyed to the said Betsy 
Ann Davenport by Jonas Bartlett by deed dated March 30, 1865, 
and recorded in Bk. 16 of Deieds for Union County on page 300." 
Subject to any former conveyance of same, it being the intention 
of these presents to discharge said triangular tract from the uses 
of a park to which it was devoted by said parties of the first part 
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by a former conveyance by them. I am, however, firmly con- 
vinced that the dedication of said property for park purposes as 
shown on the maps above mentioned and also referred to in Deed 
Bk. 16, p. 302, have been fully confirmed, that the deed from 
Betsy Ann Davenport to Louis De Casse, in Deed Bk. 29, p. 210, 
could not rescind her previous act, and therefore the deed to 
De Casse is without force and effect, and that the land is clearly 
dedicated for park purposes. 

On June 1, 1916, the Board of Public Works passed a reso- 
lution setting forth that on February 23rd, and May 23, 1916, 
Jos. F. Greer submitted to said Board an offer to transfer to the 
City for the sum of $994.27, by assignment and quit claim deed, 
a tract of land designated as Lots Nos. 936-944 South Street, 
Block 1022, Map of Commissioners of Adjustment, held by him 
under certificate of sale No. 1349, dated December 18, 1899, 
originally issued to Henry H. Isham, and by assignments of 
Isham to the Security Land and Improvement Co., and by the 
Security Land and Improvement Company to Jos. F. Greer. The 
Board of Public Works reported to Council that the assessment 
and taxation of this property appears to be in error and the 
amount proposed as consideration for the transfer is the amount 
of the original payment at the tax sale plus the interest from 
November 23, 1889, to February 23, 1916; and recommended 
that City Council accept the offer, and that the tract of land of 
which these lots form a part, be accepted and set aside as a public 
park and that subsequent taxes thereon be cancelled of record. 
(Board of Public Works Minutes, Bk. 1, p. 346.) 

This resolution was received at a meeting of City Council on 
June 5, 1916, and referred to the Committee on Finance. (City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 60, p. 434.) 

The Committee reported back under date of July 6, 1916, that 
the premises with adjoining lands had been dedicated for park 
purposes many years ago by the filing of maps by the owners, and 
by referring to said park in certain deeds of conveyance, duly 
recorded in the Register's office of Union County; that through 
inadvertence and mistake taxes were assessed against the property 
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and it was sold under the Martin Act for unpaid taxes and assess- 
ments ; and that it appears that for the best interests of the City 
the offer should be accepted, and recommended the adoption of 
a resolution that the interest of Jos. F. Greer in this property be 
purchased at a cost not to exceed $994.27, which was adopted* 
(City Council Minutes, Bk. 61, pp. 6-7.) 

Quit claim deed for this property, being Lots 936, 938, 940, 
942, 944, Block 1022, "May of Commissioners of Adjustment," 
was given by Joseph F. Greer and Mary E., his wife, dated July 
12, 1916, and recorded July 20, 1916, the consideration being 
$994.27. (Union Co. Deeds, Bk. 686, p. 232, &c.; City Clerk's 
Bk., Vol. 3, p. 15.) 
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PARK ADJOINING THE SOUTH ELIZABETH STATION 
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Park Located Adjoining the South Elizabeth Station 



JOSEPH F. GREER AND MARY E. 
GREER, HIS WIFE, 

TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



DEED QUIT-CLAIM 

$994.27— 
Dated July 12, 1916. 
^ Ack. July 12, 1916. 
Rec. July 20, 1916. 
Book 686, page 232, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL those certain lots, tracts or parcels of land, situate, lying 
and being in the City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State 
of New Jersey, more particularly described as follows: 

BEING lots numbers nine hundred and thirty-six (936), nine 
hundred thirty-eight (938), nine hundred forty (940), nine hun- 
dred forty-two (942) and nine hundred forty- four (944), in 
Block ten hundred twenty-two (1022), on the "Map of the Com- 
missioners of Adjustment, appointed under Chapter 112 of the 
Laws of 1886, filed in the office of the Comptroller of the City of 
Elizabeth, on February 2, 1889." 
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TITLE NO. 27. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Main 

IxKated in the Tenth Ward, at the comer of South Broad 
Street and Rahway Avenue, being Nos. 1-11 South Broad Street 
and 2-12 Rahway Avenue. 

Purchased by the City of Elizabeth from JuUe d'Anterroches 
Stout and Lewis A. Stout, her husband, by deed dated April 22, 
1911, recorded May 5, 1911, for $20,000. (Union Co. Deeds, 
Bk. 574, pp. 66-67; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 4.) 

Purchase of this property was approved by City Council at a 
meeting held February 15, 1911 {City Council Minutes, Bk. 56, 
p. 267), and ordinance for bond issue to cover purchase price was 
passed April 3, 1911. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 57, p. 324.) 

In the year 1761 the premises in question were embraced in a 
tract of land which was bounded on the north by the lot upon 
which stood the borough Court House, and by the land of the 
First Presbyterian Church; on the south by the "Mill Pond" and 
the Elizabethtown River ; on the east by "the Road leading from 
the stone bridge to Newark" ; and on the west by the Elizabeth- 
town River ; the "Road" was the present South Broad and Broad 
Streets, and at that date was much wider than at this time, so 
much so in fact, that the present intersection of those streets 
with Elizabeth and Rahway Avenues and the land in front of 
the First Presbyterian Church was known as "the Common" or 
"the Parade." 

The property was owned by Bamaby Shute and upon it stood 
a famous tavern known under the several names of "The Marquis 
of Granby" (1764), and the "Red Lion" (1771), and after the 
Revolution the "Indian Queen." {See Meyer's Revolutionary 
Map and his letters in the Blisabeth Daily Journal. ) 

On October 28, 1764, a centennial jubilee to commemorate 
the settlement of the town was celebrated on these premises and 
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"an ox was roasted on the common in the centre of the town 
nearly opposite Mr. Bamaby Shute's house." (Murray's Notes 
on Blizabethtown, p. 164.) 

Shute conveyed the property to Samuel Smith some time prior 
to 1776. Smith was the landlord of the "Red Lion" and "Indian 
Queen" for many years. 

General Washington when on his way to New York to be in- 
augurated as first President was escorted to this Inn by a proces- 
sion commanded by General Matthias Ogden. {Miller & Dix in 
"Historic Elizabeth;' p. 15.) 

On March 15, 1899, City Council received a petition from 
Julie d'A. Jones for the vacation of part of the old Highway 
leading from the stone bridge to Newark, which was received and 
referred to the Committee on Streets and Parks. {City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 42, p. 140.) There was considerable controversy 
over the matter, the committee being divided in its opinion and 
majority and minority reports were subniitted, and the City 
Attorney appealed to as to the power of Council to grant the 
petition. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 42, p. 188; Bk. 43, pp. 1, 
4J^, 35, 36.) Council finally, on May 15, 1899, passed favorably 
on the petition and ordered publication of notice of intention to 
vacate this strip. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 43, p. 40.) The 
ordinance was passed on June 28, 1899, vacating "all that portion 
of the old street or highway known as the road leading from the 
stone bridge to Newark, which lies south of Rahway Avenue and 
north of said bridge, and west of a line drawn southerly in con- 
tinuation of the line of the fence now in front of the First Pres- 
byterian Church and the Union County Court House, said fence 
being 92 feet westerly from the easterly line of Broad Street, as 
now established opposite said Church and Court House." {City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 43, p. 51 ; Ordinance Bk. No. 5, p. 404.) 



Title No. 27. 




PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Main 
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Public Library — Main Building 



JiULIE D ANTERROCHES STOUT AND 
LEWIS A. STOUT, HER HUSBAND, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 



^ DEED WAR. $20,000.00. 

Dated April 22nd, 1911. 

Ack. April 22nd, 1911. 
^Rec. May 5th, 1911. 

Book 574, pages 66 &c. 

Deeds for Union County. 



ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises here- 
inafter described, situate, lying and being in the City of Elizabeth, 
in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of the 
Westerly line of Broad Street with the Southerly line of Rahway 
Avenue and running thence Westerly along Rahway Avenue One 
hundred and fifty-eight feet and five-tenths of a foot (158.5); 
thence southerly at right angles to Rahway Avenue along other 
land of said Julie d'A. Stout in a line which is distant four feet 
and eight hundredths of a foot easterly from the foundation of a 
house standing on her said other land at the north-east comer of 
said house, and four feet and one-tenth of a foot at the south- 
east corner of said house, one hundred and fifty-five feet and 
ninety-five one hundredths of a foot (155.95) to land of the 
Elizabeth Town Water Company ; thence easterly along said land 
one hundred and seven feet and fifty-three one hundredths of a 
foot (107.53) to a point distant thirteen feet and six-tenths of a 
foot from Broad Street ; thence still along said land in a line at 
right angles to Broad Street thirteen feet and six-tenths of a foot 
(13.6) to the westerly line of Broad Street, and thence northerly 
along said westerly line of Broad Street one hundred and forty- 
seven feet and five-tenths of a foot (147.5) to the point or place 
of beginning, being part of the eighth tract described in a deed 
made by Amos Clark to said Julie d'Anterroches Stout, then 
Julie d'Anterroches Jones, dated December 27th, 1898, and 
recorded in Union County Register's office in Book 345 of Deeds 
for said County on pages 76 &c. 
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TITLE NO. 28. 



PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Liberty Square Branch 

Located at the corner of First Avenue and Florida Street, in 
the Fourth Ward, being Nos. 240-246 First Avenue and 1-6 
Florida Street. 

Purchased by the City for $4,625 from Alfred S. Brown, by 
deed dated September 3, 1912, recorded September 4, 1912. 
(Union County Deeds, Bk, 602, p. 412, &c.; City Clerk's Deed 
Bk, Vol. 3, No. 5.) 

The purchase was approved by City Council at a meeting held 
June 3, 1912 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 57, p. 365), and ordi- 
nance for bond issue to cover the purchase price was passed July 
15, 1912 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 57, p. 442). 

On the corner of this plot is the old boundary stone which 
marked the division in the lands of Richard Townley and Benja- 
min Price. It bears the initials "R. T." and "B. P." and the date 
"1694." This old landmark has been enclosed in an iron railing, 

with a tablet, by the Sons of the American Revolution. The 
tablet bears the following inscription : 

"This stone marks the intersection of the Carteret land owned 
by Col. Richard Townley, the land of Benjamin Price, and the 
King's Highway, now Elizabeth Avenue, formerly Water Street, 
probably the oldest road in New Jersey, opened by the Dutch 
before the settlement of Elizabethtown, the post and stage road 
to Philadelphia. Elizabethtown Chapter No. 1, S. A. R. 1908." 

The land to the right of the old boundary stone, running to 
the River, was formerly known as the Rising Sun Farm. 



Title No. 28. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Liberty Square Branch 
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PuBivic Library — Liberty Square Branch 



ALFRED S. BROWN, UNMARRIED, 

TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



^ DEED WAR. $4,625— 
Dated Sept. 3, 1912. 
Ack. Sept. 3, 1912. 
Rec. Sept. 4, 1912. 
Book 602, page 412, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



y 



j 



CONVEYS: 

ALL those certain lots, tracts or parcels of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. And which is particularly laid down, designated and dis- 
tinguished on a map entitled, "Map of property owned by Jacob 
T. Merritt in the City of Elizabeth, County of Union (late Essex), 
New Jersey," which map is on file in the office of the Register of 
County of Union aforesaid, as lots numbered Eight (8) and 
Seven (7), Six (6) and the Southerly one-half of lot numbered 
Five (5), all in Block Four (4) on said map, and which lots 
taken together are bounded and described as follows, namely : 

BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of 
the Northerly side of Florida Street with the Westerly side of 
Elizabeth Avenue ; running thence Westerly along Florida Street 
one hundred and twenty-five (125) feet and twelve one-hun- 
dredths (12/100) of a foot to the Southeasterly corner of lot 
numbered Nine (9) in Block numbered Four (4) on said map; 
thence Northerly along said lot numbered Nine (9) eighty-seven 
(87) feet and six (6) inches to the Southwesterly corner of a 
piece of land heretofore conveyed by the party hereto of the first 
part to Thomas E. Dolan, which point is distant Twelve (12) 
feet and six (6) inches Southerly from the division line between 
lot numbered Five (5) and lot numbered Four (4) in Block 
numbered Four (4) on said map; thence Easterly in a straight 
line parallel with said division line between lot numbered Four 
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(4) and lot numbered Five (5) on said map along said land so 
conveyed to the said Thomas E. Dolan to First Avenue, and 
thence Southeasterly and Southerly along First Avenue and 
Elizabeth Avenue eighty-seven (87) feet and six (6) inches, more 
or less, to the point or place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 29. 



CITY YARD 

Located in the Ninth Ward, along the Elizabeth River, having 
an entrance on South Spring Street and two on Elizabeth Avenue. 
Purchased in three parcels : 

FIRST TRACT. 

Conveyed to the City for $5,000 by deed from Melancthon W. 
Reeve and Sarah E., his wife, dated December 1, 1900, recorded 
December 6, 1900 (Union County Deeds, Bk. 374, p. 146; City 
Clerk's Deed Bk. Vol 2, No. 48). 

Purchase authorized by City Council November 15, 1900 
{City Council Minutes Bk, 44, pp. 154-5). 

SECOND TRACT. 

Conveyed to the City by Richard T. Potts and Mary E., his 
wife, and James J. Potts and Katherine, his wife, for the sum of 
$4,000, by deed dated November 9, 1907, recorded November 9, 
1907 {Union County Deeds, Bk. 497, p. 270, &€.; City Clerk's 
Deed Bk. Vol. 2, No. 125). 

Purchase authorized by City Council October 1, 1907 {City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 52, p. 175). 

THIRD TRACT. 

Conveyed to The City of Elizabeth by Frederick P. Woodruff 
and Leila S., his wife, and Mary E. Woodruff, unmarried, for 
$3,800, by deed dated September 20, 1917, recorded September 
21, 1917 {Union County Deeds, Bk. 710, p. 592; City Clerk's Deed 
Bk. Vol. 3, No. 28). 

Purchase authorized by City Council May 7, 1917 {City Coun- 
cil Minutes, Bk. 61, p. 161). 



Title No. 29. 
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City Yard 
(First Tract) 



MELANCTHON W. REEVE AND 
SARAH E. REEVE, HIS WIFE, 



DEED WAR. $5,000— 
Dated Dec. 1, 1900. 
Ack. Dec. 6, 1900. 
TO ( Rec. Dec. 6, 1900. 

Book 374, page 146, &c. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. / j^^^j^ j^^ ^^j^^ ^O. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly describedj situate, lying and being in tlie 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING on the Southerly side of Elizabeth Avenue at 
the junction of its Southerly line and the Easterly line of the 
Lane leading to the dock on the land hereby conveyed, and for- 
merly known as "Day and Hetfield's Dock;" thence running 
along the Easterly line of said Lane, and the line of land for- 
merly in possession of Augustus D. Burnett, to the Southwesterly 
corner of said Burnett's lot, thence Easterly along the Southerly 
line of said lot one hundred and thirteen and seven-tenths (113.7) 
to land formerly of Moses Ogden ; thence South eighteen degrees 
and ten minutes West along said last named land and land of 
Mahlon Mulford two hundred and fifty-eight and three-tenths 
(258.3) feet to the Elizabethtown Creek; thence along said Creek 
North forty degrees and fifteen minutes West two hundred and 
thirty-six and four-tenths (236.4) feet to land now or formerly 
of Job Crane; thence along that land north twenty-one degrees 
and fifteen minutes East two hundred and fifteen and eight- 
tenths (215.8) feet to land now or formerly of Jacob Coursen or 
Elizabeth Coursen ; thence along that land South sixty-eight de- 
grees and thirty-five minutes East thirty-three feet and five-tenths 
(33.5) ; thence still along that land North twenty-five degrees and 
ten minutes East eleven (11) feet, more or less to land conveyed 
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to John McCloud by Abel S. Hetfield; thence along that land 
Easterly twenty-four (24) feet and four-tenths (4/10), more or 
less, to the Lane aforesaid, being a comer of said McCloud's 
land; thence Northerly along the line between said McCloud's 
land and said Lane, one hundred and three (103) feet and eight- 
tenths (8/10), more or less, to Elizabeth Avenue, and thence 
along the same across said Lane to the beginning. 

(Second Tract) 



RICHARD T. POTTS AND MARY E. \ j^ggp ^^j^ $4,000— 

POTTS, HIS WIFE, AND JAMES J. J 

POTTS AND KATHERINE POTTS, / Dated Nov. 9, 1907. 

HIS WIFE. \ Ack. Nov. 9, 1907. 

/ Rec. Nov. 9, 1907. 

TO V Book 497, page 270. 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises herein- 
after particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City 
of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING in the line of lands of Mrs. Hamilton Fish, at 
a point therein distant two hundred and twelve and three-tenths 
feet Southwesterly from a point in the Southerly line of Eliza- 
beth Avenue, which last mentioned point is distant one hundred 
and fifty-eight and five-tenths feet Westerly from the Southwest 
corner of Elizabeth Avenue and Spring Street ; thence along said 
Fish's line South thirty-one degrees and twenty-six minutes. West 
seventy-seven and nine-tenths feet to lands of David Woodruff; 
thence along said Woodruff's land South thirty-four degrees. 
West one. hundred and sixty-six and six-tenths feet to the Eliza- 
beth River ; thence along said River North thirty-one degrees and 
fifty-six minutes. West ninety-four feet to land of A. S. Het- 
field; thence along his land and lands of A. D. Burnett, North 
twenty-one degrees and eighteen minutes. East two hundred and 
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one and five-tenths feet to land of Joseph G. Ogden ; thence along 
his land and land of others, South sixty degrees, East one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven and one-tenth feet, to the point or place 
of beginning. 

Second Tract: Being an alleyway ten feet wide and leading 
from Elizabeth Avenue to said first tract, and beginning at a 
point in the Southerly line of Elizabeth Avenue distant Westerly 
along the same one hundred and fifty-eight and five-tenths feet 
from the Westerly line of Spring Street, the same point being a 
comer of land of Mrs. Hamilton Fish; thence running along the 
said Fish's line South thirty-one degrees and twenty-six minutes, 
West two hundred and twelve and three-tenths feet to the be- 
ginning point of the first tract ; thence North sixty degrees. West 
along the said first land ten feet ; thence North thirty-one degrees 
twenty-six minutes. East two hundred and twelve and five-tenths 
feet to said line of Elizabeth Avenue, and thence Easterly along 
the same ten feet to the beginning. 

Subject, nevertheless, to the use of said alley for a passage- 
way by the owner and owners of the land adjoining said alleyway 
on the Westerly side thereof. 



(Third Tract) 

FREDERICK P. WOODRUFF AND 
LEILA S. WOODRUFF, HIS WIFE^ 

AND MARY E. WOODRUFF, UN- / Dated Sept. 20, 1917. 
MARRIED, V Ack. Sept. 20, 1917. 



DEED WAR. $3,800— 



TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



Rec. Sept. 21, 1917. 
Book 710, page 592, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises, here- 
inafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the Northwesterly line of South 
Spring Street, distant four hundred and seventy-nine and fifty 
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one-hundredths (479.50) feet by measurements of various deeds, 
or four hundred and seventy-seven (477) feet by the tax map, 
from the Northeasterly line of South Street; North forty-one 
(41) degrees forty (40) minutes East sixty and fifty one-hun- 
dredths (60.50) feet along the Northwesterly line of South 
Spring Street, to the corner of Whyman ; thence along said Why- 
man land North fifty-eight (58) degrees and fifty-five (55) min- 
utes West ninety-eight (98) feet to a point ; thence still along the 
Whyman land North twenty-eight (28) degrees and twenty (20) 
minutes East one hundred and four and ten one-hundredths 
(104.10) feet to a corner of Bonner and Barnewall; thence along 
their line North fifty-nine (59) degrees and ten (10) minutes 
West one hundred and five and sixty one-hundredths (105.60) 
feet to the line of property of the City of Elizabeth ; thence along 
that line South thirty-five (35) degrees and fifty-four (54) min- 
utes West one hundred and sixty-six and sixty one-hundredths 
(166.60) feet to the Elizabeth River; thence along the Elizabeth 
River South eighteen (18) degrees and four (4) minutes and 
forty-two (42) seconds East sixty-three and five hundred and 
forty-eight thousands (63.548) feet to corner of Strauss; thence 
along Strauss' land South sixty-three (63) degrees and forty- 
five (45) minutes East fifty-five and forty-two hundredths 
(55.42) feet to a corner; thence still along Strauss' North forty- 
one (41) degrees and forty (40) minutes East fifty (50) feet to 
a corner; thence still along Strauss' South sixty-three (63) de- 
grees and forty-five (45) minutes East thirty-three and fifty-eight 
hundredths (33.58) feet to an angle point in Strauss' line; thence 
still along Strauss' South forty-eight (48) degrees and twenty 
(20) minutes East sixty-six and forty-two one-hundredth (66.42) 
feet to the point or place of beginning. 

As per survey of Thomas E. Collins, City Engineer, dated 
June. 1917. 

Subject to the month to month tenancy of the Van Kuren 
Contracting Company of the premises in the rear of 31-33 South 
Spring Street, and Mrs. Krug for premises No. 31 South Spring 
Street. 

These premises are sold subject to the taxes for the year 1917. 



CITY OF ELIZABETH, N. J. 137 

TITLE NO. 30 

MADISON AVENUE AND ALINA STREET 

Twelfth Ward 
1001-1003 Madison Avenue— 1091-1099 Alina Street 

Property at the intersection of the southeasterly line of Madi- 
son Avenue and the northeasterly line of Alina Street, conveyed 
to the City of Elizabeth by Joseph F. Greer and wife, by deed 
dated January 17, 1917, recorded February 14, 1917 (Union 
County Deeds, Bk, 697, p, 446; Citv Clerk's Deed Bk,, Vol. 3, 
No. 7). 

Title to this property was for a number of years prior to Jan- 
uary 17, 1917, supposed to be in the City of Elizabeth, but no 
deed could be found. The property at one time belonged to the 
Abernethy Estate, and Mr. Greer, through proceedings in the 
Orphan's Court of the County of Union obtained title to the above 
property. Prior to instituting the proceedings he suggested to the 
City Attorney that if the City would pay fifty dollars as part of 
the cost of the proceedings, he would be willing to make a deed 
to the City for any interest which he acquired under the Orphan's 
Court proceedings. This sum was paid to Joseph F. Greer upon 
the making of the deed above set forth. The facts in the case 
are fully set forth in letter of January 23, 1917, from Joseph T. 

Hague, City Attorney, to General D. F. Collins, Comptroller, as 
follows : 

January 23, 1917. 
Generai, D. F. Coluns, 
Comptroller, 
City Hall, City. 

Dear Sir: 

I herewith enclose you bill of Joseph F. Greer for fifty 
dollars ($50.00) being the part of the legal fees and court ex- 
penses in procuring a deed from the Abernethy Estate, for the 
lot on the northeast comer of Madison Avenue and Alina Street. 
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This, if you recollect, is the lot the title to which is supposed 
to be vested in the City, but there is no deed on record and we 
have been unable to find any deed off record conveying same to 
the City. 

The intention of the proceedings before the Orphan's Court 
was to perfect the title of the property supposed to be owned by 
the City, as well as other property which Mr. Greer acquired 
from the Abemethy Estate, and he agreed to include the lot 
claimed by the City in the proceedings, and deed it to the City 
upon payment of fifty dollars. This amount was proposed by 
me to the Finance Committee of last year, and met with their 
hearty approval. 

The proceedings have now been completed to such an extent 
that Mr. Greer is in a position to give a deed. I shall be pleased, 
when the check has been made out to Mr. Greer's order, to have 
it forwarded to me, so that I can take up the deed and attend 
to the recording of same. 

Very truly yours, 

Joseph T. Hague, 

City Attorney. 

This communication, with the bill, were transmitted to City 
Council, by the Comptroller, at the meeting of February 5, 1917, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 61, p. 111). The Committee reported back on the same date 
that they were of the opinion that the charge was a just one for 
ample services rendered the City, and recommended the adoption 
of a resolution authorizing the payment thereof, which was duly 
adopted (City Council Minutes, Bk. 61, p. 119). 



Title No. 30. 
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Madison Avenue and Alina Street 

joseph f. greer and mary e., \ deed b. & s. $1.00 &c. 

HIS WIFE, ] Dated January 17, 1917. 

( Ack. January 17th, 1917. 

TO f Rec. February 14th, 1917. 

) Book 697, pages 446 &c. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. / Deeds for Union County. 

CONVEYS: 

ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the southeasterly line of 
Madison Avenue with the northeasterly line of Alina Street, and 
from thence running (1) northeasterly along said line of Madi- 
son Avenue forty-five (45) feet; thence (2) southeasterly at right 
angles to said line of Madison Avenue and parallel to said line 
of Alina Street one hundred and fifty (150) feet; thence (3) 
southwesterly parallel to said line of Madison Avenue forty-five 
(45) feet to the said line of Alina Street; thence (4) north- 
westerly along said line of Alina Street one hundred and fifty 
(150) feet to the point or place of beginning. 

Subject to all taxes and assessments. 
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TITLS NO. 31. 

LAND ALONG STATEN ISLAND SOUND AT THE 

FOOT OF BAYWAY 

This property was dedicated to public use by the filing of 
"Map of Buildings Lots in the City of Elizabeth on and near 
Bay way," filed in the Clerk's office of Union County (Map No, 
24J), old No. 95) the date of filing not being endorsed on map. 

As shown on this map Bayway was originally one hundred 
and fifty feet wide, and it would appear that the street was dedi- 
cated for that width. It is also shown on the "Map of the Mayo 
Farm," which map was filed some time previous to the filing of 
the above mentioned map, which also acted as a dedication of 
said street. 

The Commissioners appointed to lay out streets, avenues and 
squares in the City of Elizabeth, in their map, dated January 16, 
1869, show Bayway as having a width of eighty feet, and the 
City has improved Bayway for a width of eighty feet, as shown 
on said Commissioners' map. 

From an examination of the records of City Council I have 
been unable to find any action by City Council vacating any part 
of Bayway from the original lines as dedicated and shown on the 
"Map of Building Lots in the City of Elizabeth on and near 
Bayway" with a width of 150 feet, and it is possible that the City 
may have title, by reason of that dedication, for a width of 150 
feet instead of 80 feet as now shown. 

The City obtained a ripiarian grant from the State for rights 
at this point, under date of January 15, 1902, in consideration of 
$300, which grant was recorded January 29, 1902 (Union County 
Deeds, Bk. 391, p. 486 &c. City Clerk's Deed, Bk. Vol. 2, No. 64 ; 
Riparian Grants Lib. O, fol. 387). 

The purchase of the riparian grant at this point was author- 
ized at a meeting of City Council on December 15, 1901, when 
the City Attorney was directed to apply to the State Riparian 
Commissioners for dock privilege on Staten Island Sound oppo- 
site Bayway. (City Council Minutes, Book 45, p. 192.) 
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Subsequently, on January 15, 1902, the City Attorney reported 
that he had made application for said grant, and the necessary 
papers were ready for delivery upon pajmient of the sum of $300. 
(City Council Minutes, Bk. 46, p. 13), and the appropriation to 
cover this amount was thereupon made. (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 46, p, 17.) 



Title No. 31. 




CITY DOCK— BAYWAY 
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Land Along Staten Island Sound at Foot of Bayway 



THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

TO •< 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



r RIPARIAN GRANT $300.00 
Dated January 15th, 1902. 
Ack. January 24th, 1902. 
Rec. January 29th, 1902. 
Book 391, page 486. 
Deeds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that parcel of land flowed by tide water lying at Eliza- 
beth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey, described 
as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point in the high water line of the north- 
erly shore of Arthur Kill or Staten Island Sound where the same 
is intersected by the westerly line of Bayway; thence southerly 
along the westerly line of Bayway extended fifty (50) feet more 
or less to a point distant six hundred and twenty-five and ninety- 
three one-hundredths (625.93) feet southerly along the westerly 
line of Bayway, from the southerly line of South Front Street, 
said point being in the Exterior Bulkhead Line established by the 
Commissioners appointed under the authority of the Act entitled 
"An Act to ascertain the rights of the State and of riparian own- 
ers in the lands lying under the waters of the Bay of New York 
and elsewhere in this State" approved April 11th, 1864, and the 
supplements thereto. Thence easterly along said Exterior Bulk- 
head Line as shown on the map hereto annexed, eighty feet more 
or less to a point ; thence northerly in line with the easterly line 
of Bayway extended, eighty feet more or less, the high water line 
of the northerly shore of Arthur Kill or Staten Island Sound; 
thence westerly along said high water to the place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 33. 

LAND ALONG STATEN ISLAND SOUND AT THE FOOT 

OF CLIFTON STREET 

Located in the Sixth Ward, being a street sixty (60) feet in 
width, dedicated by the filing of "Map of Building Lots in the 
City of Elizabeth on and near Bayway," on file in the office of the 
Clerk of Union County (Map No. 24D), date of filing not given. 
The street as dedicated on this map measures approximately 1,115 
feet northeasterly from the northerly line of Bay way. It is also 
laid out on a map prepared by the Commissioners appointed to 
lay out streets, avenues and squares in the City of Elizabeth, 
sixty feet in width, but twenty-five (25) feet south of the lines of 
Clifton Street as dedicated on the "Map of Building lots in the 
City of Elizabeth on and near Bayway," and appears to measure 
1,090 feet northeasterly from the northerly line of Bay way. The 

• 

street as laid out on the Commissioners' Map appears to have 
been the one in front of which the dock was built under agree- 
ment between George H. Nichols & Co. and the City, herein- 
after more specifically mentioned. I have found no record of 
City Council showing action taken to change the location of the 
street as dedicated on the first mentioned map, to the lines as 
shown on the Commissioners' Map, and it is quite possible that 
there is an encroachment on twenty-five feet of the street or- 
iginally dedicated by Cook and Swan Company, the owners of 
the abutting property on the northeast. 

The dock at the foot of this street was built originally about 
1891, under agreement between George H. Nichols Company 
and The City of Elizabeth, dated November 29th, 1890, author- 
ized by City Council Sept. 18th, 1890 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 
33, p. 86), Under this agreement the Nichols Company was 
permitted to erect an elevated tramway from the shore front on 
Staten Island Sound along Clifton Street and crossing South 
Front Street to their property, in consideration of their con- 
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structing a dock at the foot of Clifton Street, for the full width 
of the street ; said dock to become the property of the City imme- 
diately upon completion, to be used as a public dock as the city 
may ordain, subject to the right of the Nichols Company to use 
same for their own business ; said dock to be maintained by the 
Nichols Company in good condition continuously at all times so 
long as they shall use said tramway; rights conferred by agree- 
ment revocable by the City at any time the business on this prop- 
erty becomes a nuisance -(City Clerk's Agreement Bk., Vol. 1, p. 
715). 

The dock erected by the Nichols Company under the above 
agreement was destroyed by fire a number of years ago and has 
not been rebuilt. 
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TITLE NO. 33. 

LAND AT THE FOOT OF 

ELIZABETH AVENUE 

(City Dock) 

Located in the Fourth Ward, having a ninety (90) foot front- 
age on Staten Island Sound. 

A dock has been established at this point longer than there is 
any record obtainable. It was formerly the end of the highway 
which led from Elizabethtown to Philadelphia, and no doubt 
the earliest road in Elizabeth. For a great number of years 
there was a ferry which ran from this point to New York and 
there are records which clearly show that the ferry was estab- 
lished and operated back in the early seventeen hundreds. Sub- 
sequently the Central Railroad Company acquired the land on 
both sides of Elizabeth Avenue between Front Street (sometimes 
known as the "Crescent") and the Sound, and also acquired the 
ownership in the ferry which was operated from the foot of 
Elizabeth Avenue. Later the ferry was discontinued, but the 
Railroad continued for some years to exercise ownership over all 
the land including the land embraced within the lines of Eliza- 
beth Avenue. They also acquired grant from the State of New 
Jersey for riparian rights in front of their property, as well as 
in front of the land embraced within the lines of the street at 
the foot of Elizabeth Avenue. 

At a meeting of City Council held Feb. 1, 1886, the City At- 
torney was directed to take steps to recover from the Central 
Railroad Company the land embraced within the lines of Eliza- 
beth Avenue between Front Street and Staten Island Sound 
(City Council, Minutes Bk, 29, p. 71). 

The following is a brief summary of the proceedings of City 
Council in connection with this case: 
Sept. 1, 1888 (Book 31, p. 26). 
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Resolution by Councilman Schleimer, instructing the City At- 
torney to institute proceedings for ejectment against the C. R. R. 
of N. J. in case of dock at foot of Elizabeth Avenue, now in 
dispute. 

Dec. 26, 1888 (Book 31, />. 74). 

Report of Committee that suit had been commenced and is 
now pending and undetermined against the C. R. R. of N. J. for 
dock property at foot of Elizabeth Avenue, and would come up 
at the May or January term. 
Jan. 1, 1889 (Book 31, p. 83). 

Same report as above was subijiitted to the new Council of 
Jan. 1, 1889. 

Feb. 15, 1889 (Book 31, />. 95). 

Report of Committee on Law that suit had been started for the 
Elizabeth Avenue dock, and recommending that steps be taken to 
resure the rights of the City to the dock at Bayway. 
May 1st, 1889 (Book 31, />. 131). 

Frederick C. Marsh to assist in prosecuting suit against 
the C. R. R. of N. J. for dock property at foot of Elizabeth 
Avenue. 

Oct. 16, 1889 (Book 32, p. 36). 

Communication from Frank Bergen that action in ejectment 
begun in Sept., 1888, against the C. R. R. of N. J. to establish the 
right of the public to use the land to low water mark as a public 
highway was tried at the present term of the Union County Court 
and resulted in a verdict for the City. 

Oct. 16, 1889 (Book 32, p. 44). 

Resolution of thanks to Frank Bergen and Frederick C. 
Marsh for wresting from the Central Railroad the dock prop- 
erty at the foot of Elizabeth Avenue, which rightfully belongs to 
the City. 

Nov. 18, 1890 (Book 33, p. 120). 

Communication from Frederick C. Marsh, City Attorney, 
stating that the suit of the City against the C. R. R. of N. J. com- 
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monly called the "Dock Case" was on the present list of the Su- 
preme Court, and that Justice Dixon was unwell and unable to 
sit through the case, and that it went off with the understanding 
that it would be the first case on the list at the next term. 

Oct. 1, 1897 (Book 41, p. 77). 

Resolution reciting that at the October term, 1889, of the 
Union County Circuit Court, Elizabeth recovered judgment 
against the C. R. R. of N. J. in ejectment for possession of land 
at the foot of Elizabeth Avenue, and that same was taken to the 
Supreme Court and judgment sustained on all points except ri- 
parian grant which had been obtained by the C.R. R. of N. J. 
Recites bill in Chancery to restrain by injunction the railroad 
company from setting up said grant. Resolution provided that 
present City Attorney and Messrs. Bergen and Marsh, former 
city attorneys who argued the case, be requested to use every 
effort in their power to bring about a speedy determination of 
this litigation. 

Dec. 1, 1904 (Book 49, p. 1). 

Communication from C. A. Swift, City Attorney, advising 
that V. C. Emery filed a lengthy opinion, and that Mr. Bergen 
suggested that case be taken to the Court of Errors and Appeals, 
which suggestion the City Attorney concurs in if it meets with 
the approval of City Council. Ref. to Law Comm. 

Dec. 15, 1904 (Book 49, p. 12). 

Law Committee reports concurring in suggestion of City At- 
torney that the case be taken to the Court of Errors and Appeals, 
and recommending that same be done. Adopted. 

July 15th, 1910 (Book 56, />. 21). 

Communication from James C. Connolly, City Attorney, ad- 
vising that at the present term of the Court of Errors and Ap- 
peals the City secured a reversal of the Supreme Court decision 
on the Elizabeth Dock Case, instituted more than 22 years ago by 
Frank Bergen, who was then City Attorney, and that the matter 
has occupied the attention of our courts in various forms ever 
since. The decision just rendered places the case in a position 
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where the City's rights to the dock property may come before a 
jury for final determination. He further states that Mr. Bergen 
has had control and management of the case and is entitled to 
all the honors of the victory. 

Dec. 15, 1910 (Book 56, p. 191). 

Report of James C. Connolly, City Attorney, says ejectment 
suit in Union County Circuit Court was tried on Nov. 30th, 1910, 
and judgment rendered Dec. 2nd in favor of the City. He further 
states that the case involves the ownership of waterfront at foot 
of Elizabeth Avenue, and he understands that the case will be 
appealed. 

Nov. 15, 1911 (Book 57, p. 113). 

Communication from James C. Connolly, City Attorney, 
stating that the Supreme Court has filed an opinion ifl favor of the 
City of Elizabeth against the C. R. R. in suit brought to estab- 
lish the City's title to lands at the foot of Elizabeth Avenue. The 
case had been decided by a jury in favor of the City in November, 
1910, and was taken to the Supreme Court on appeal, which 
Court now affirms the finding of the jury. 

Feb. 3, 1913 (Book 58,/. 213). 

Resolution by Councilman Manning that the Committee on 
Docks, Wharves and Piers be directed to ascertain the condition 
of the dock at the foot of Elizabeth Avenue, and recommend 
such action as it may deem proper to place same in good condition 
so it may be used by the public. 

Resol^ition by Councilman Manning reciting the fact that 
litigation instituted by the City of Elizabeth against the C. R. R. 
of N. J. more than twenty years ago for the recovery of the 
waterfront and property at the foot of Elizabeth Avenue had 
terminated in favor of the City, thereby placing beyond dispute 
the title of the City in said street and waterfront. The resolu- 
tion tenders a vote of thanks to Mr. Bergen for his eflForts in 
said suit. 

The litigation in connection with this matter covered a period 
of more than twenty-two years, and required five or six suits, 
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which were bitterly contested by the Central Railroad Company 
before the City obtained final verdict in their favor, as appears 
from the references to the Minutes of City Council above set 
forth. The title to this property having been finally declared by 
the highest Courts of our State to be vested in the City of Eliz- 
abeth, the City has from that time exercised ownership. The 
property has become very valuable and is constantly used as a 
City Dock. 



Title No. 33. 
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TITLE NO. 34. 



WEST JERSEY AND CHERRY STREETS 

Street intersection in the Tenth Ward. Two tracts on oppo- 
site corners, purchased to eHminate dangerous crossing on Lin- 
coln Highway. 

FIRST TRACT. Northwest corner, purchased from Theo- 
dore F. Sayre and Sarah R. Sayre, his wife, for $3,000 by deed 
dated December 17th, 1915, recorded Dec. 21st, 1915 (Union 
County Deeds, Bk. 673, p. 580, &€.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 
3, p. 13). 

Purchase authorized by City Council on Nov. 22, 1915 (City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 60, p. 323). 

Part of this plot has been used to eliminate a jog in the street 
crossing, leaving a small triangle unoccupied. 

SECOND TRACT. Southeast corner. Purchased from 
Theodore F. Sayre and Sarah R., his wife, for $4,000 by deed 
dated Oct. 30th, 1918, recorded Nov. 26th, 1918 (Union County 
Deeds, Bk, 736, p. 558 &c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 3, p. 
14). 

Payment authorized at meeting of City Council held Nov. 6, 
1918 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 61, p. 439). 

The entire plot purchased on this comer has been thrown into 
the street. 

Ordinance changing the street lines at this intersection passed 
by the Board of Public Works June 5th, 1919 (Board of Public 
Works Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 82). 
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West Jersey and Cherry Street Intersection 
(first tract) 

THEODORE F. SAYRE AND SARAH \ DEED WAR. $3,000.00 

R. SAYRE, HIS WIFE, / Dated Dec. 17, 1915. 

V Ack. Dec. 17, 1915. 

T^ ( Rec. Dec. 21, 1915. 

\ Book 673, page 580. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. . j Dccds f Of Union Co. 

CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain lot, tract or parcel of land and premises 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point where the Northerly line of West 
Jersey Street intersects the westerly line of Cherry Street ; thence 
running westerly along the said line of West Jersey Street fifty 
(50) feet; thence northerly, at right angles, to West Jersey 
Street, ninety feet and six tenths of a foot (90.6) ; thence east- 
erly, at right angles to Cherry Street, fifty-six feet and nine tenths 
of a foot (56.9) to the westerly line of Cherry Street, thence 
southerly along said line of Cherry Street, eighty-six feet and 
forty -two hundredths of a foot (86.42) to the place of beginning. 

This description being taken from a survey made by W. H. 
Luster, Jr., C. E., April 1st, 1906. 

Subject to the following reservation and restrictions, which is 
made a part of the consideration for this conveyance; that no 
stable or cow-shed shall ever be erected upon said premises. 
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(second tract) 

theodore f. sayre and sarah 1 deed war. $4,000.00 
R. SAYRE, HIS WIFE, / Dated Oct. 30, 1918. 

I Ack. Oct. 30, 1918. 
TO / Rec. Nov. 26, 1918. 

I Book 736, page 558 &c. 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. J Decds f OF Union Co. 

CONVEYS: 



ALL that lot, tract or parcel of land and premises situate, 
lying and being in the City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union 
and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the Easterly line of 
Cherry Street and the Southerly line of West Jersey Street as 
said streets are now laid out ; thence running along the Easterly 
line of Cherry Street South eleven (11) degrees forty-two (42) 
minutes East, eighty (80) feet to a point; thence running North 
seven (7) degrees sixteen (16) minutes East, eighty-four and 
sixty-one one hundredths (84.61) feet to a point in the Southerly 
line of West Jersey Street ; thence along said street South seventy- 
eight (78) degrees fifteen (15) minutes West, twenty-seven and 
fifty one hundredths (27.50) feet to the point or place of be- 
ginning. 

The above description is taken from a recent survey made by 
Thomas E. Collins, city engineer, dated August, 1918. 
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TITLE NO. 35. 



19, 21 AND 23 EAST SCOTT PLACE 

Conveyed to the City of Elizabeth by Solomon Asch and 
Brina, his wife, and Aaron Kutakoff, and Rosie, his wife, by deed 
dated July 21st, 1919, recorded July 21st, 1919, the consideration 
being $6,400.00 (Uniofi County Deeds, Bk. 759, />. 161; City 
Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol, 3, No, 9). 

Title was guaranteed by the Fidelity Trust Company (Guar- 
anty No. 33479) in accordance with a resolution of the Board of 
Public Works passed June 30th, 1919. (Board Public Works 
Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 105.) 

On June 5th, 1919, the Finance Committee reported to City 
Council that property Nos. 19, 21 and 23 East Scott Place had 
been offered to the City for the sum of $6,400, and recommended 
the purchase, and the issuance of temporary loan notes or bonds 
to cover the purchase price, which report was received and the 
recommendations adopted on the same date (City Council Min- 
utes, Bk. 62, p. 91). At the same meeting a resolution was 
adopted authorizing the issue of temporary loan notes or bonds 
to the amount of $6,300, the resolution reciting that $100 had 
been paid on June 7th, 1919, for option (City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 62, p. 98). 

Under the terms of the agreement Asch and Kutakoff re- 
served the right to remove the old buildings on property 21 and 
23 East Scott Place, together with the bam in the rear, the same 
to be done within sixty days from the date of taking title to the 
property by the City. Owing to the great shortage of houses in 
Elizabeth, and the fact that it would have worked a great hard- 
ship on the several families then in occupancy of the houses to 
be demolished under the agreement, it was thought advisable by 
the City officials to postpone taking them down, and an arrange- 
ment by which Kutakoff (who had acquired Asch's interest in 
the old buildings) agreed to postpone the work of demolishing 
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them for a period of seven months, and to permit the tenants 
then on occupancy to remain without any increased rental during 
the period covered by the agreement, i. e., September 1st, 1919, 
to April 1st, 1920, the City leasing him the land Nos. 21 and 23 
for the sum of $1.00. This matter is covered by resolution 
passed by the Board of Public Works on September 11th, 1919 
{Board of Public Works Minutes, Bk. 3, p. 169). This lease 
was subsequently- cxt^J^dcd for one year from April 1st, 1920, 
under the same terms and conditions as stated and contained in 
the former lease, by agreement dated July 28th, 1920, pursuant 
to resolution of the Board of Public Works, passed April 22d, 
1920 (Board of Public Works Minutes, Bk. 4, p. 103). 

The frame building, with store on ground floor, located on 
No. 19, is leased. 
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19, 21 AND 23 East Scott Place 



SOLOMON ASCH AND BRINA 

ASCH, HIS WIFE, AND AARON j DEED WAR. $6,400.00 
KUTAKOFF AND ROSiE KUTA-/ Date July 21,1919. 
KOFF, HIS WIFE, \ Ack. July 21,'l919.* 

Rec. July 22, 1919. 

Book 759, p. 161 &c. 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH, A ) Dccds f OF Union Co. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION. 



TO 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises, here- 
inafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City 
of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the easterly side of East Scott 
Place, where the northerly line of lands now or lately of Abraham 
Ackerman intersects the same; thence running South seventy- 
five (75) degrees thirty-nine (39) minutes East forty-three (43) 
feet to a point; thence south fourteen (14) degrees twenty-one 
(21) minutes West three (3) feet to a point in line of lands of 
said Ackerman; thence along that line South seventy-five (75) 
degrees thirty-nine (39) minutes East one hundred and eighteen 
(118) feet six (6) inches to line of lands of City of Elizabeth; 
thence along the line of said The City of Elizabeth North twenty- 
two (22) degrees five (5) minutes East forty-five (45) feet nine 
(9) inches; thence still along said lands North seventy-two (72) 
degrees six (6) minutes West fifty-two (52) feet nine (9) inches; 
thence north fifteen (15) degrees fifty (50) minutes East thirty- 
seven (37) feet nine (9) inches to line of land now or formerly 
of A. B. Pierson; thence along that line north seventy-five (75) 
degrees forty-eight (48) minutes West one hundred and fifteen 
(115) feet nine (9) inches to easterly line of East Scott Place; 
thence along said East Scott Place South fourteen (14) degrees 
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five (5) minutes West eighty-two (82) feet three (3) inches to 
place of beginning. 

EXCEPTING therefrom that portion of the rear of said 
premises conveyed by William Schwartz and wife to City of 
Elizabeth, by deed dated July 7, 1901, recorded in Deed Book 386, 
page 109, and described as follows : 

BEGINNING at the point where the line dividing lands of 
William Schwartz and Ella Marshall intersects the rear line of 
property belonging to The City of Elizabeth (known as lots oc- 
cupied by Public School No. 2 and situate on Morrell Street) ; 
thence along the dividing line of lands of said William Schwartz 
and The City of Elizabeth, North twenty-two (22) degrees five 
(5) minutes East forty-five and seventy-five one hundredths 
(45.75) feet; thence still along lands of said Schwartz and The 
City of Elizabeth, North seventy-two (72) degrees six (6) min- 
utes West forty and seven-tenths (40.7) feet; thence South thir- 
teen (13) degrees forty (40) minutes West forty-seven and 
eighty-six one hundredths (47.86) feet to dividing line between 
said Schwartz and Ella Marshall, the last described line being 
parallel with and one foot distant easterly from a barn standing 
on the premises of the said William Schwartz; thence South 
seventy-five (75) degrees thirty-nine (39) minutes East thirty- 
three and nine-tenths (33.9) feet to point or place of beginning. 

These premises are conveyed subject to the taxes for the 
year 1919. 
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TITLE NO. 36. 



ALMSHOUSE AND ISOLATION HOSPITAL 
Eighth Ward, Along Neck Lane and Meadow Street 

The original farm was conveyed by Ward Woodruff and 
Mary R., his wife, to George C. Barber, Clerk of the Township 
of Elizabeth "in trust, nevertheless, for the sole, separate and 
only use, benefit and advantage of the inhabitants of the Town- 
ship of Elizabeth in the County of Essex, and their successors 
forever, in their corporate capacity," by deed dated May 5th, 
1824; recorded May 11th, 1824 (Essex County Deeds, Bk. P2, 
p. 416, &c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 1, No. 6) the considera- 
tion being $2,700. 

The Minute Book covering this period is apparently missing, 
but there is a manuscript opinion -of the City Attorney Wm. 
Chetwood, dated May 10th, 1824, advising as to the proper 
method of acquiring a clear title to this tract. (This is filed in 
box marked "Old Papers— 1824.") 

The second tract was acquired by deed from John Z. Wood- 
ruff, and Susan, his wife, dated June 14th, 1854, recorded June 
16th, 1854, for the sum of $255. {Essex County Deeds, Bk. 
201, p. 323, &€.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 1, No. 4.) 

At the annual town meeting of the Township of Elizabeth, 
Essex County, April 10, 1854, a resolution was adopted authoriz- 
ing the Committee to purchase for the township 5 acres of land 
belonging to the Woodruff Estate, adjoining the township farm, 
the price not to exceed $60 per acre. {Minutes of the Township 
of Elizabeth, Apr. 10, 1854.) 

On April 14th, 1854, at a meeting of the Township Committee, 
Mr. Woodruff was authorized "to attend to the purchase of land 
for the farm." {Minute Bk. of the Township of Elizabeth, April 
14, 1854.) 
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Almshouse and Isolation Hospital 
(first tract) 



WARD woodruff AND MARY, \ 

HIS WIFE, J WARRANTY DEED $2,700— 

/ Date May 5, 1824. 
™ I Ack. May 8, 1824. 

GEORGE C. BARBER, CLERK OF [ R^^- May 11, 1824. 
THE township of ELIZABETH, \ ^^^^ ^?' P^^^ 416 &C. 

I Deeds for Essex Co. 

IN THE COUNTY OF E3SEX AND I 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

CONVEYS: 



J 



ALL that farm and parcel of land and premises hereinafter 
particularly described situate, lying, and being in the Township 
of Elizabeth in the County of Essex and State of New Jersey — 
butted and bounded as follows : the same being in trust neverthe- 
less for the sole, separate and only use, benefit and advantage of 
the Inhabitants of the Township of Elizabeth in the County of 
Essex and their Successors forever in their corporate capacity, 
which tract of Land Begins at the angle formed by the road 
called the Neck Lane Road and a road leading from Elizabeth- 
town to the great Island, from thence along the last mentioned 

road North 44° 30' East 5 chains and 40 links; thence South 
78° 30' 0.35; thence North 76 East 2.07; thence North 

SQ** 30' East 8.52; thence South 5' East 0.11; thence North 
89° East 3.46; thence North along the line of Meadow 
of Hope Carpenter 03° East 7.95 ; thence North along the Mea- 
dow of Enos Woodruff 44° 20' East 1.12; thence North along 
the meadow of William Reed 38° West 13.44; thence North 78° 
45' East 6.85 ; thence North 81° East 2.75 ; thence North 12° 30' 
West 7.19 along Little Creek ; thence North 42° West 1.71 ; thence 
North 74° 30' West 3.14 ; thence South 83° West 7.62 ; thence 
South 2° East 7.11 ; thence South 76° West 11.93 ; thence North 
16° 45' West 3.63 along the meadow of Michael Woodruff; thence 
South 77° 20' West 1.75 along the meadow of Ward Woodruff; 
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thence South 18° 30' East 5.95 ; thence North 74° 30' East 1.82 ; 
thence South 14° 30' East 9.98. Thence South 76° 30' West 4.08 
along the meadow of Michael Woodruff to the aforesaid Neck 
Lane Road, and from thence along the said road South 17° East 
13.67, to the beginning. Containing fifty-four acres,* three- 
quarters, and fourteen square rods. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular the above de- 
scribed tract or lot of land and premises, with the appurtenances 
unto the said party of the second part, his successors in that 
office forever, to the only proper use, benefit, and behoof of the 
said party of the second part, his successors in office forever in 
trust for the use as aforesaid. 

(second tract) 

JOHN Z. WOODRUFF AND ^^^^^^^^ DEED $255.00 

SUSAN, HIS WIFE, j D^te June 14, 1854. 

Ack. June 14, 1854. 
Rec. June 16, 1854. 

"the INHABITANTS OF THE \ Decds for EsSCX Co. 

TOWNSHIP OF ELIZABETH, IN I Book 201, page 323 &c. 



TO 



THE COUNTY OF ESSEX." 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying, and being in the said Town- 
ship of Elizabeth, in the County of Essex and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the Northwest corner of the said Township 
Farm, above described formerly called the Township Farm; 
thence running along a ditch, being the line of said Farm, North 
eighty-five degrees and fourteen minutes East, seven chains and 
sixty-one links to the centre of another ditch; thence along said 
last mentioned ditch North eight degrees and sixteen minutes 
West seven chains and ninety-three links to the line of land of 
Timothy Woodruff; thence along said line South eighty-five 
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degrees and thirty-five minutes West, six chains and fifty-five 
links; thence along the line of land of Ward Woodruff and 
others, South sixteen minutes East seven chains and ninety-eight 
links, to the place of beginning. 

Containing five acres and sixty-two hundredths of an acre. 
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TITLE NO. 37. 

BROAD STREET 
Land in Front of the First Presb3rterian Church and Court House 

Designated by ordinance, since the submission of 
this report, as "The Common." 

The property owned by the Trustees of the First Presbyterian 

Church of Elizabethtown was first granted by the Freeholders of 

Elizabethtown (Elizabethtown Associates) and was known as the 

Meeting House lots, described as follows : 

June ye 5, 1732. Surveyed for the Committee of the Free- 
holders of Elizabethtown the meeting house lot belonging to ye 
sd. Elizthrtown; Beg. at ye N:E: comer of Mr. Willm: 
Williamson's house lot, thence N. 50** 7>4' W. 13.75 ch. to ye Mill 
River; thence as ye sd. River runs 2J^ ch. to Mr. Jewel's line; 
thence S. 88" E. 15.15 ch. to a highway; thence S. 15>^" W. 9.70 
ch. to ye first mentioned place. Bounded S. by Capt. Williamsons 
and west by ye Mill River and north by Mr. Jewels and east by ye 
highway, xx Contents xx Seven acres and four hundred parts of 
one acre which is but a Nary small matter about 6 rod and almost 
a^. 

Surveyed by 

Joseph Man. 

Wee the within Committee for the Freeholders of Elizabeth- 
town Do by these presents allow and confirm the within Written 
Return of Survey for the meeting house lot belonging to Eliza- 
bethtown as witness our hands this 8th Day of October 1733. 
Joseph Williams, Jeremiah Crain, Caleb Jefferys, Samuel Miller, 
John Crane, Joseph Halsay, Joseph Bonnel. Entered this II: 
Day of February 1735-6. By me Caleb Jefferys town Clerk. 
{Elizabethtown Book p, 47.) 

The Elizabethtown Associates made an additional and con- 
firmatory grant of a little larger acreage including the above, as 
appears on page 170 of the Elizabethtown Book, described as 
follows : 

Be it remembered that on the 22nd day of May Anno Domini 
1766, I the subscriber being duly chosen and appointed surveyor 
to the Committee chosen by the heirs and assigns of the first 
purchasers and Associates of Elizabethtown at the request of the 
Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth Town, 
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did lay out and survey for the sd. Trustees the following lot of 
land, situate, lying and being in Elizabeth Town af d, on the west 
side of the Main Street, leading from the Stone Bridge to the 
North End. Beginning at a stake standing by sd. street on a 
course North five Degrees West, two chains and sixty-eight links 
from the east side of a rock, near the Elizabeth Town Millsj and 
from sd. beginning running North fourteen Degrees East, Nine 
chains and seventy-seven Links; thence South eighty-nine De- 
grees west, fifteen chains and thirty-nine links to a maple tree 
standing near the River ; thence down the Elizabeth River as the 
same runs, to a lot or lots of land formerly purchased by William 
Williamson, late of Elizabeth Town deceased, of Severall of the 
Associates of the Elizabeth Town purchase ; thence along the line 
of the said lot or lots, to the place of beginning, containing about 
eight acres, be the same more or less. Performed by me Joseph 
Morse. 

At a meeting of the Committee chosen by the Heirs and As- 
signs of the first Purchasers and Associates of Elizabeth Town, 
at the house of Barnaby Shute, inholder in Elizabeth Town, af sd. 
on the twenty-seventh day of August, Anno Domini 1766, The 
Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth Town, ap- 
plied to the said Committee, desiring the above survey to be al- 
lowed to them, setting forth that the first Purchasers and Asso- 
ciates did give the aforesaid Tract of Land, for the use of the 
Presbyterian Church, the record of which on or about the year 
1719 was either lost or destroyed, to remedy which Loss,, the 
Committee of Elizabeth Town afsd. did lay out and survey the 
sd. tract for the Freeholders of sd. Town on or about the year 
1732, as, appears by the Record thereof in the present , Town 
Book; which survey is alleged to be ineffectual for the Purposes 
afsd. as well by the Persons to whom the same is made, not 
being known in the Law, as by a mistake made in the Southerly 
line of the sd. tract ; all which we the Subscribers, the Major part 
of sd, Committee, having maturely considered, and finding the 
same to be true, do hereby allow the above Lot of Land to the 
sd. Trustees their heirs and Successors on the right of Matthias 
Hetfield, one of the sd; Associates, And do order this same to be 
recorded in the Town Book, As witness our Hands, this twenty- 
seventh Day of August Anno Domini, One thousand seven hun- 
dred sixty-six. 

William Miller Stephen Crane Cornelius Hetfield 
Benjamin Winans Abram Clark 

{Elizahethtown Book, p. 170.) 
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In both of these descriptions it shows the Church property as 
bounded on the East by the Highway. This Highway afterwards 
came to be known as Broad Street, but we have been unable to 
ascertain at what date it was so named. From the time of the 
earliest settlement of Elizabethtown, for a great number of years, 
there does not appear any proceeding of record defining the lines 
of the Highway which afterwards came to be known as Broad 
Street, although it has been shown on a number of Maps, among 
others Meyer's Map of Elizabethtown, N. J., at the time of the 
Revolutionary War, 1775-1783; Meyer's Map of the City of 
Elizabeth, N. J., 1856; Map of Elizabethtown, Essex Co., N. J., 
surveyed and published by John Bevan, Surveyor and Civil En- 
gineer (known as the "Upside down map") ; Hetfield's History 
of Elizabeth; Murray's "Notes Historical and Biographical con- 
cerning Elizabethtown" contain old cuts showing Broad Street at 
this point. In all of these maps and cuts. Broad Street is shown 
in front of the First Presbyterian Church property extending 
from the line of what is now Rahway Avenue to Caldwell Place 
as an open street between the easterly side thereof and the stone 
wall now marking the graveyard of the Church. The westerly 
portion of said street immediately in front of the graveyard is 
shown as open ground, and the writer has been informed by 
various old settlers who were familiar with the condition of this 
street fifty or sixty years ago, that along the westerly side and 
quite near the stone wall marking the graveyard there was a 
line of posts upon which there was a rail to which horses were 
tied by people attending church or doing business on Broad Street. 

The above grant to the Church appears to have run from 
what is now shown as the stone wall along the easterly line of the 
graveyard, to the Elizabeth River and the easterly boundary line 
of said street between Elizabeth Avenue and East Jersey Street 
has always been well defined by buildings and also as shown by 
the various maps above referred to. It would appear therefore 
that when the Elizabethtown Associates allotted property to the 
various persons entitled thereto, they reserved for highway or 
street purposes between the point of what is now Rahway Avenue 
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and Caldwell Place, all the land embraced between the present 
easterly line of Broad Street and the stone wall marking the 
graveyard of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Some time about the year 1865 or 1866 Broad Street was 
paved and that portion of it which lay between Elizabeth Avenue 
and Caldwell Place was paved between the present curb lines, 
leaving a considerable portion of what was formerly the highway 
or street, between the westerly curb as now established and the 
stone wall marking the graveyard of the First Presbyterian 
Church. There was some question raised by the Trustees of the 
Church regarding the payment of assessment for said pavement 
by the Church, which resulted in an agreement being made under 
date of April 30th, 1866, between The City of Elizabeth and the 
Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church, as follows : 

THIS INDENTURE, made this thirtieth day of April, in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, 
between the City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State 
of New Jersey, party of the first part, and the Trustees of the 
First Presbyterian Church, at Elizabethtown, party of the second 
part, 

WITNESSETH, that in consideration of the releases here- 
inafter mutually agreed upon, and the further consideration of 
the sum of One dollar by each of the parties to the other paid, 
the party of the first part hereby release the party of the second 
part of and from all liability to pay any assessment and lien upon 
the premises of the said party of the second part, for the assess- 
ments against the property of the said party of the second part, 
situate on Broad Street, between the property late of Thomas 
O. Sayre, deceased, and the County property on which the Clerk's 
office for Union County stands, for the sewering and paving of 
Broad Street, which assessments were respectively ratified, and 
the said party of the second part do hereby covenant and grant 
to and with the said party of the first part that they will never 
erect or permit to be erected on their said property in Broad 
Street or any part thereof, on said street, any building or tene- 
ment whatever, except such new church edifice or additions to 
the present church edifice on the same ground now occupied by 
the present church edifice and lecture room building, as the 
Trustees of said Church may at any time hereafter choose 
to erect, and also that they will never sell, let or lease any of 
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the property on Broad . Street, except their said Church edifice 
and lecture room building, and will, at their own proper cost and 
charges keep, maintain and preserve all the ground between the 
west line of Broad Street, and the East line of the cemetery or 
burying groimd of said church on which the brick wall now 
stands an open and unobstructed space, and will never permit an 
interment to be made in, or any vault or other receptacle for the 
dead to be erected or constructed in or upon any part of the said 
ground lying east of the line of the present brick wall and that 
they will, without unnecessary delay, erect in a substantial and 
permanent manner on the west side of Broad Street, in front of 
the whole of said Church property, a suitable iron fence so as to 
give to the said ground the appearance of a cultivated park in 
Broad Street, and the said party of the second part do hereby 
covenant and agree to and with the said party of the first part, 
that if they, the said party of the second part, fail to perform and 
keep any of the covenants and grants herein made that the said 
party of the first part may enter upon the said premises, and at the 
cost and expense of the said party of the second part put the said 
premises in the condition by this agreement contemplated and tear 
down any building erected thereon in violation of this agreement, 
and put up and maintain said iron fence and keep in repairs the 
said ground in the manner contemplated by this agreement at the 
cost and expense of the party of the second part, the said parties 
hereto, do hereby bind themselves and their successors the one to 
the other, for the faithful performance cf these presents. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties respectively to these 
presents have caused their respective corporate seals to be hereto 
annexed, and the same signed by the Mayor of the City of Eliza- 
beth on the one part, and the President of the said the Trustees 
of the First Presbyterian Church at Elizabethtown, on the other 
part, the day and year above written. 

Signed, sealed and delivered in ^ g WOODRUFF 

the presence of / * o d j r '-r 4. 

, V. . , T^, TT .-^ • Pres. Board of Trustees. 

Jacob Seiple, as to Ph. H. Grier. p^j tt px^jpT? 

Jonas E. Marsh as to A. S. \ ' Mavor 

Woodruflf. ' ^ 

(City Clerk's Agreement, Book Vol. 1, p. 1.) 
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Under the above agreement the church Was to maintain a 
fence and keep the same in repair, giving the grounds embratied 
within the fence the appearance of a cultivated park in Broad 
Street. From information that the writer has been able to obtain 
and the examination of the grants to the First Presbyterian 
Church, maps, and such other data as is available, there is in his 
opinion no question that the land now embraced between the 
stone wall marking the easterly boundary of the graveyard and 
the iron fence constructed by the Trustees of the First Presby- 
terian Church (in accordance with the agreement of 1866 above 
referred to) formerly formed part of the land which was left un- 
alloted by the Associates for highway purposes and that the title 
to the same is now in the City of Elizabeth for street purposes. 
The old westerly boundary of said highway as appears by the 
survey made by the City Engineer of Elizabeth in March, 1920, 
is approximately 27 feet west of the present southwesterly comer 
of Caldwell Place and Broad Street, and runs in a general south- 
erly direction for a distance of 357 feet to a point 9 ft. 2 in. for 
the southeasterly corner of the present church building if said line 
was extended, and continues near the same course for a distance 
of 160 feet to a point approximately half way between Rah way 
Avenue and the northerly boundary of the Court House property, 
and thence it runs more directly southerly for a distance of 55 
feet to a point in Rahway Avenue approximately 45 feet west of 
the present intersection of Rahway Avenue and Broad Street. 



I 
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TITLE NO. 38. 

ENGINE HOUSE NO. 1— TRUCK HOUSE NO. 1 
Ninth Ward— Nos. 22 to 26 South Broad Street 

Conveyed by Alexander Gibbs and Elizabeth M. Gibbs, his 
wife, to the City of Elizabeth, by Deed Warranty dated February 
10, 1857, recorded February 23, 1857, for the sum of $1,300.00 
{Essex County Deeds, Bk, A-10, p. 583, &c.; City Clerk's Deed 
Bk., Vol, 1, />.'ll4). 

Ordinance for the bond issue to cover the cost of purchase 
of this property was passed by City Council on February 9, 1857 
{City Council Minutes, First Bk., p. 183. This is the handwritten 
volume which covers period May 27, 1855 to June 1, 1861). 

A portion of this property was leased by the City to Gen. J. 
Madison Drake, et als. of the Veteran Zouaves of the City of 
Elizabeth for the erection of an armory, the lease being dated 
April 14th, 1881, recorded May 7, 1881 ; the term being ten years 
and the consideration $1.00 per year {Union County Deeds, Bk. 
148, p. 268, &c.; City Clerk's Bk., Vol. 3, No. 27). Shortly after 
the expiration of the lease the buildings were removed to the op- 
posite side of the River to property owned by the Zouaves, which 
land was later acquired and is now owned by the City of Eliza- 
beth (see Title No. 18, South Bread Street Playground). 



TiUe No. 38. 
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Engine House No. 1 — Truck House No. 1 



ALEXANDER GIBBS AND ELIZA-^ 
BETH M. GIBBS, HIS WIFE, OF 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



WARRANTY DEED $1,300— 

Dated Feb. 10, 1857. 
Ack. Feb. 16, 1857. 
Rec. Feb. 23, 1857. 
Book A- 10, pages 585, &c. 
Essex County Deeds. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that lot tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate lying and being in the City of Eliza- 
beth in the County of Essex and the State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING on the easterly side of Broad Street, at the 
southwesterly corner of the lane or driftway, leading from Broad 
Street, to the Benjamin Scudder property, now or late belonging 
to Richard Townley ; thence running along said street, in a south- 
erly direction to low water mark in the Elizabeth Creek, being 
one hundred feet, more or less ; thence along said creek, easterly, 
about one hundred and ten feet more, or less, to the Benjamin 
Scudder Line; thence along the said Scudder line a northerly 
course to the said Lane, or driftway ; thence westerly along the 
lane, or driftway aforesaid to the beginning corner, about one 
hundred and ten feet ; also the use of the said Lane or driftway, 
which is to be kept open, along this lot, at least sixteen feet in 
width. And it is the understanding and agreement of the parties 
to these present, that the said above described and conveyed lot, 
or any part thereof is not to be occupied, or used for a market, to 
be erected, or kept thereon, at any time hereafter, without the 
consent of the said parties of the first part, their heirs or assigns. 

Note : — The dimensions as shown on the sketch of said prop- 
erty as furnished by the City Engineer, are several feet short of 

the measurements mentioned in the deed, but the deed gives the 

dimensions as "more or less." An actual survey would show the 

discrepancy, if any, between the dimensions shown on the map 
and the dimensions in the deed. 
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TITLE NO. 39. 

ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 2 
Twelfth Ward — Number 1203 East Grand Street 

This property was conveyed by William C. Dayton and Annie 
E., his wife ; Francis B. Spencer and Eleanor H., his wife ; Aaron 
L. Middlebrook and Sarah H., his wife, and Elizabeth R. Middle- 
brook, widow, for the sum of $4,500 by warranty deed dated 
November 26, 1886, recorded December 20, 1886 ( Union County 
Deeds, Bk. 185, />. 587, &€.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 1, No. 
112). 

On November 8, 1886, the Committee on Public Grounds and 
Buildings submitted a report as to several available sites for a 
new engine house in this vicinity (City Council Minutes, Bk. 29, 
p. 155), and on the same date the committee was authorized to 
purchase the Middlebrook site, mentioned in their report, at a 
cost not to exceed $4,500. (City Council Minutes, Bk. 29, p. 156.) 

Payment for this property was authorized by City Council on 
December 15, 1886, purchase price, search fees, etc., to be taken 
from the proceeds of sale of old Engine House, No. 2, on West 
Grand Street (City Council Minutes, Bk. 29, pp. 166 and 171). 



TiUe No. 39. 
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Engine House^ No. 2 



WILLIAM C. DAYTON AND ANNA \ 
Z. DAYTON, HIS WIFE, OP THE 

CITY OF CHICAGO, IN THE 
COUNTY OF COOK AND STATE OF 
ILLINOIS; FRANCIS B. SPENCER 
AND ELEANOR H. SPENCER, HIS 
WIFE; AARON L. MIDDLEBROOK 

AND SARAH H. MIDDLEBROOK, 
HIS WIFE, AND ELIZABETH R. 
MIDDLEBROOK, WIDOW, OF THE 
CITY OF ELIZABETH, IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



WARRANTY DEED $4,500. 

Date Nov. 26, 1886. 
Ack. Dec. 1, 1886. 
Ack. Dec. 4, 1886. 
Ack. Dec. 18, 1886. 
Rec. Dec. 20, 1886. 
Book 185, pages 587, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of East Grand 
Street, distant one hundred and seventy-eight and four-tenths 
feet easterly from the corner formed by the intersection of the 
said line of East Grand Street with the easterly line of Broad 
Street ; thence running northerly at right angles with East Grand 
Street ninety-four and four-tenths feet, more or less, to land 
formerly belonging to William Mulford; thence along the land 
formerly belonging to said Mulford easterly twenty-eight and six- 
tenths feet, more or less, to an alley ; thence southerly along said 
alley sixty-two and eight-tenths feet, more or less, to a point being 
the northeast corner of a building now standing on the lot hereby 
conveyed and being thirty feet distant at right angles from the 
first course, and thence parallel with the first course thirty-eight 
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and five-tenths feet to the said line of East Grand Street, and 
thence westerly along said East Grand Street thirty feet to the 
place of beginning. Together with all the right, title and interest 
of the said parties of the first part of, in and to said alley to the 
middle thereof. 
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TITLE NO. 40. 

FIRE HEADQUARTERS 

ENGINE HOUSE NO. 3— TRUCK HOUSE NO. 3 

Seventh Ward 
11-19 Port Street . 731-735 New Point Road 

Conveyed to the City by deed of Bernard O'Neill and Ann, 
his wife, dated April 1, 1870, recorded April 18, 1870, the con- 
sideration being $3,600.00 ( Union County Deeds, Bk, 46, p. 29, 
&c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk,, Vol. 1, No. 118). 

It was purchased pursuant to resolution of City Council 
adopted April 8, 1869, authorizing the Committee on Public 
Grounds and Buildings to purchase a lot or lots at Union Square 
for the purpose of erecting a bell tower {City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 10, p. 38). On April 8, 1870, City Council adopted a resolu- 
tion authorizing the Mayor to draw a warrant to B. O'Neill for 
$3,600.00 with interest from September 1, 1869, in payment of 
the amount agreed to be paid for the lot for Bell Tower in the 
Third Ward, said warrant not to be delivered until the City At- 
torney shall have approved of the title (City Council Minutes, Bk. 
12, p. 20). 

The property was later used for the City Yard, but in 1900 
was found inadequate for the purpose and another site was pur- 
chased, these lots being retained in possession of the City "for fire 
department and other purposes in the future" (City Council Min- 
utes, Bk. 44, pp. 154-5). 

On April 3, 1911, it was designated as a site for a new fire 
engine house by resolution of City Council (City Council Min- 
utes, Bk. 56, p. 315). 

The present building on the site was completed in 1912 (Fire 
Dept. information). 

The bell tower and bell are still on the site, at the rear of the 
new building.* 
* The bell tower was torn down shortly after the submission of this report 

to Council, but prior to the date of printing. 
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Fire Headquarters — Engine House No. 3 ;Truck House No. 3 



BERNARD o'nEILL AND ANN, 
HIS WIFE, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



WARRANTY DEED $3,600.— 

Dated Apr. 1, 1870. 
Ack. Apr. 5, 1870. 
Rec. Apr. 18, 1870. 
Book 46, pages 29, &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the corner by the intersection of the easterly 
line of Port Street and the northerly line of the New Point Road ; 
thence running northerly along said line of Port Street One hun- 
dred feet to the line of land now or late of John Liar; thence 
easterly along that line to line of land now or late of Louis Cron ; 
thence southerly along that line to said line of the New Point 
Road, thence along the said line of the New Point Road eighty 
feet to the place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 41. 



ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 3 (Old) 
(Now City Garage) 

Ninth Ward. No. 8 Centre Street. 

Conveyed to The City of Elizabeth by deed of Michael M. 
Williams, dated July 1, 1862, recorded September 19, 1862, the 
consideration being $180 (Union County Deeds, Bk. 10, pp. 411, 
&€,; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol 1, No, 122). 

The purchase was authorized at a meeting of City Council 
held June 16, 1862 {City Council Minutes, Bk. 2, pp. 14 and 16). 

This property was used for Fire Department purposes until 
March, 1915, when the company moved into its new quarters at 
Port Street and New Point Road {Fire Department information). 

On April 5, 1915, City Council authorized an appropriation of 
$1,500 to remodel this building for use as a garage for the cars 
of the Police Department and the City Engineer, the upper part 
for use of the Exempt Firemen's Association of Elizabeth, N. J. 
{City Council Minutes, Bk. 60, p. 201). 
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Engine House, No. 3 (Old) 



MICHAEL M. WILLIAMS, 



TO 



THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



WARRANTY DEED $172.75. 
Date July 1, 1862. 
I Ack. July 1, 1862. 
Rec. Sept. 19, 1862. 
Book 10, pages 411, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEING that lot of land on Block "L," and numbered Eight 
(8), which said lot is measured Twenty-four (24) feet front and 
rear instead of Twenty-five (25) feet as is recorded on map, by 
being encroached upon by the fence as it now stands, and I there- 
fore convey said lot Twenty-four (24) front and rear and one 
hundred feet deep, said lot fronts on Center Street, and is par- 
ticularly described on a certain map, entitled "Map of M. M. 
Williams Farm at Elizabethtown, said map being on file in the 
Clerk's Office in the County of Essex, as by reference to the 
same will appear. 
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TITLE NO. 42. 

ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 4— TRUCK HOUSE, NO. 2 
Fourth Ward. Nos. 149-153 Elizabeth Avenue. 

This property was purchased in two tracts; the first from 
Margaret Egan (unmarried) for $818.19, by deed warranty 
dated May 3, 1893, recorded the same date (Union County Deeds, 
261, p. 214; City Clerk's Bk., Vol. 2, No. 20), and $200 for 
release of mortgage from the National Fire and Marine Insur- 
ance Company and Margaret Egan, dated May 3, 1893, and 
recorded the same day (Union County Releases of Mortgage, 
Bk. 6, p. 262 ; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 2, No. 21) ; the second 
tract for $2,000 from Peter Fuhrman and Catherine, his wife, by 
deed warranty dated May 2, 1893, and recorded May 3, 1893 
(Union County Deeds, Book 261, pp. 217, &c.; City Clerk's Deed 
Bk., Vol. 2, No. 18). 

Purchase of this property was authorized by City Council at 
a meeting held March 9, 1893 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 36, p. 
101). 

A part of the building located on this property is used as the 
Second Precinct Police Station. 
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Engine House, No. 4 — Truck House, No. 2 
(First Tract) 



MARGARET EGAN (uNMARRIED), 

TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 



•^ DEED WAR. $818.19— 
Dated May 3, 1893. 
Ack. May 3, 1893. 
Rec. May 3, 1893. 
Book 261, page 214. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



^ 



ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises herein- 
after particular described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of Elizabeth 
Avenue, on the dividing line between Lots numbered eleven (11) 
and thirteen (13) on Block numbered fifty-eight (58) as laid 
down on a map entitled "Map of the New Manufacturing Town 
of Elizabethport, New Jersey" (now on file in the office of the 
Register of the County of Essex) ; thence running along said 
dividing line in a northeasterly direction, one hundred feet ; thence 
in a northwesterly direction, and at right angles to said last men- 
tioned course, twenty feet; thence in a southwesterly direction 
and parallel with the first mentioned course, one hundred feet to 
said northerly line of Elizabeth Avenue ; thence in a southeasterly 
direction along said line of Elizabeth Avenue, twenty feet to the 
point or place of beginning. 



(Second Tract) 



PETER FUHRMAN AND CATH- 
ERINE FUHRMAN, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 



DEED WAR. $2,000— 
Dated May 2, 1893. 
Ack. May 2, 1893. 
Rec. May 3, 1893. 
Book 261, pages 217, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



ALL those two tracts or parcels of land and premises herein- 
after particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City 



CITY OF ELIZABETH, N. J. 191 

of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey, 
more particularly laid down, designated and distinguished on 
a map known as "Map of the New Manufacturing Town of 
Elizabethport, New Jersey" (now on file in the office of the 
Register of the County of Essex) as Lots numbered thirteen (13) 
and fifteen (15) on Block number fifty-eight (58) as laid down 
on said map. 
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TITLE NO. 43. 

ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 5 
Third Ward. 144-146 Third Street. 

This property was acquired in two tracts, under authorization 
of City Council at a meeting held June 1, 1905 (City Council 
Minutes, Bk. 49, pp. 109 and 112). 

One tract, being Nos. 142-144 Third Street, was conveyed to 
the City by George Schalitz and Selma, his wife, by deed dated 
June 5, 1905, and recorded June 14, 1905, the consideration being 
$1,600 (Union County Deeds, Bk, 450, pp. 474, &c.; City Clerk's 
Deed Bk., Vol.2, p. 89). 

The second tract, being No. 146 Third Street, was conveyed 
by Bridget Murphy, widow, for $800 by deed dated June 5, 1905, 
and recorded June 14, 1905 (Union County Deeds, Bk. 450, pp. 
477, &c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 2, />. 84). 

Lot No. 142 Third Street was subsequently found to be un- 
necessary, and was sold by the City to the Enterprise Coal and 
Supply Company, • by deed dated February 8, 1912, recorded 
February 28, 1912, for the sum of $1,050 (Union County Deeds, 
Bk. 594, p. 271). Sale of this land was authorized by City Coun- 
cil at a meeting held February 1, 1912 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 
57, p. 225). 



Title No. 43. 
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Engine House, No. 5 
(First Tract) 



DEED $1,600— 
Dated June 5, 1905. 
Ack. June 5, 1905. 
TO I Rec. June 14, 1905. 



GEORGE SCHALITZ AND SELMA, 
HIS WIFE, 



1^ 



, Book 450, pages 474, &c. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. J j^^^j^ f^^ Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL those two certain tracts or parcels of land and premises 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

First Tract: Which is more particularly laid down and 
designated and distinguished on a certain map entitled "Map of 
the New Manufacturing Town of Elizabethport, New Jersey" 
(which map is on file in the office of the Register of the County 
of Essex) as the easterly one-fourth of lots numbered fifty-seven 
(57), fifty-nine (59), sixty-one (61) and sixty-three (63) on 
Block nurnbered (40) as laid down on said map; bounded and 
described as follows : 

BEGINNING at a point on the northerly line of Third 
Street, 'distant eastwardly seventy-five feet from the comer 
formed by the intersection of the easterly line of Broadway with 
the northerly line of Third Street; running thence northwardly 
parallel with Broadway, one hundred feet; thence eastwardly 
parallel with Third Street twenty-five feet; thence southwardly 
parallel with Broadway one hundred feet to the northerly line 
of Third Street; thence westwardly along said northerly line of 
Third Street twenty-five feet to the point or place of beginning. 

Second Tract: Being known as the westerly one-fourth 
of lots numbered fifty-eight (58), sixty (60), sixty-two (62) and 



CITY OF ELIZABETH, N. J. 195 

sixty-four (64), on Block number 40, as laid down on said map, 
bounded and described as follows : 

BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of Third Street, 
distant westerly one hundred feet from the corner formed by the 
intersection of the westerly line of South Park Street, with the 
northerly line of Third Street, running thence northerly parallel 
with South Park Street one hundred feet to the dividing line be- 
tween lots fifty-six and fifty-eight; thence easterly parallel with 
Third Street along said dividing line twenty-five feet, thence 
southerly parallel with South Park Street one hundred feet to the 
northerly line of Third Street ; thgnce westerly along the northerly 
line of Third Street twenty-five feet to the point or place of 
beginning. 



(Second Tract) 

BRIDGET MURPHY, WIDOW, 

TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 



•\ 



y 



J 



DEED $800— 
Dated June 5, 1905. 
Ack. June 5, 1905. 
Rec. June 14, 1905. 
Book 450, page 477. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



ALL that certain tracts or parcel of land and premises here- 
inafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey, more particularly laid down, designated and distinguished 
on a map entitled "Map of the New Manufacturing Town of 
Elizabethport, New Jersey" (now on file in the office of the 
Register of Essex County) as the easterly half of the westerly 
half of lots numbered fifty-eight (58), sixty (60) and sixty-two 
(62) and sixty-four (64), on Block numbered forty (40), as laid 
down on said map, bounded and described as follows : 

BEGINNING at a point on the northerly line of Third Street, 
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distant westerly fifty feet from the corner formed by the inter- 
section of the westerly line of South Park Street, with the 
northerly line of Third Street, thence running northwardly, 
parallel with South Park Street, one hundred feet; thence west- 
wardly parallel with Third Street twenty-five feet ; thence south- 
wardly parallel with South Park Street, one hundred feet to the 
northerly line of Third Street; thence eastwardly along said 
northerly line of Third Street, twenty-five feet to the point or 
place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 44. 

ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 5 (Old) 

Second Ward. 
131 Magnolia Avenue. 130 Bond Street. 

Conveyed to The City of Elizabeth by Jabez Cooley and 
Amelia, his wife, by deed dated February 14, 1867, recorded 
March 13, 1867, the consideration being $800 (Union County 
Deeds, Bk. 23, pp, 220, &c,; City Clerk's Deed Bk,, Vol 1, p, 
126). 

The purchase was authorized by City Council at a meeting 
held February 1, 1867 {City Council Minutes, Bk, 5, />. 138). 

It was abandoned for fire house purposes in 1915, and by 
resolution of City Council on December 27, 1915, it was turned 
over to the Board of Public Works as Custodian of Public 
Buildings {City Council Minutes, Bk. 60, p. 352). 

The property is now leased. 



Title No. 44. 




. ENGINE HOUSE No. 5 (Old) 
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Engine House, No. 5 (Old) 



JABEZ B. COOLEY AND AMELIA 
COOLEY, HIS WIFE, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



WARRANTY DEED $800— 

Date Feb. 14, 1867. 

Ack. Feb. 16, 1867. 
r Rec. March 13, 1867. 
I Book 23, pages 220, &c. 
j Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL those lots and tracts or parcels of land and premises 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

WHICH are more particularly known, numbered and desig- 
nated on a map entitled "Map of the New Manufacturing Town 
of Elizabethport, New Jersey" (on file in the office of the Clerk 
of the County of Essex), as lots numbers thirty-three (33) and 
thirty-four (34) on Block number sixty-seven (67) as laid down 
on said map. 
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TITLE NO. 45. 

ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 6 

Eleventh Ward 

601-607 Pennsylvania Avenue 1173-1179 Fairmount Avenae. 

Conveyed to the City of Elizabeth by the Manor Real Estate 
and Trust Company, for $2,000, by deed dated February 9, 1917, 
recorded April 18, 1917 (Union County Deeds, Bk. 702, pp. 374, 
&c.; City Clerk's Deed Bk„ Vol. 3, No. 12). 

The purchase was made pursuant to resolution of City Council 
adopted March 5, 1917 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 61, p. 134). 



Title No. 45. 




ENGINE HOUSE No. 6 
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Engine House, No. 6 



MANOR REAL ESTATE AND TRUST 
COMPANY, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



B. & S. DEED $2,000— 

Dated Feb. 9, 1917. 
I Ack. Feb. 16, 1917. 
^ Rec. April 18, 1917. 

Book 702, pages 374, &c. 

Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 



ALL that certain lot or piece of land situate in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey, 
bounded and described as follows, viz. : 

BEGINNING at a point formed by the intersection of the 
southeasterly line of Pennsylvania Avenue (sixty feet wide) with 
the northerly line of Fairmount or Port Avenue (eighty feet 
wide) ; extending thence northeastwardly along the southeasterly 
line of said Pennsylvania Avenue one hundred and ten feet, more 
or less, to the southerly line of land now or formerly of A. B. 
Voorhees ; thence southeastwardly by said land parallel with the 
northerly line of Fairmount or Port Avenue one hundred and 
four feet and two-tenths of a foot, more or less, to a point ; thence 
southwestwardly by other land of the said Manor Real Estate and 
Trust Company parallel with the southeasterly line of the said 
Pennsylvania Avenue and one hundred feet distant therefrom one 
hundred and ten feet, more or less, to the northerly line of Fair- 
mount or Port Avenue aforesaid; and thence northwestwardly 
along said avenue one hundred and four feet and two-tenths of a 
foot, more or less, to the place of beginning. 

\ J 

% _ _ V 

CONTAINING ten thousand nine hundred and sevenly-sevpn 
square feet, more or less. ^ ^ 

UNDER AND SUBJECT, nevertheless, to the right and 
privilege of the United New Jersey Railrdad and Canal Company, 
its successors and assigns, to, at any time hereafter and without 
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liability for payment of damages to the said party of the second 
part, and its successors, owners and occupiers of the hereby 
granted land, depress the said Fairmount Avenue in front of or 
adjat:ent to said land to such an extent as said Railroad and Canal 
Company, its successors or assigns, may deem necessary in order 
to carry, place or construct said avenue beneath the railroad of 
said Railroad and Canal Company located near and southeasterly 
from said land hereby conveyed. 
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TITLE NO. 46. 

ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 6 (Old) 
Twelfth Ward. 1087 Magnolia Avenue. 

Conveyed to The City of Elizabeth by Matthias T. Hoagland 
and Adaline F., his wife, by deed dated August 10, 1869, recorded 
August 12, 1869, the consideration being $912.50 ( Union County 
Deeds, Bk. 38, pp. 545, &c. — Deed not found at City Hall). 

The property was purchased pursuant to resolution of City 
Council on July 14, 1869, which authorized Mayor to draw war- 
rant for the purchase of the land at $36.50 per front foot, free of 
all encumbrances to July 1, 1869 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 10, 
p. 137). 

This property was used as an engine house site until 1918, 
when the company moved to its new quarters at Pennsylvania 
and Fairmount Avenues, and the building was turned back to the 
City (Fire Department information). 

The building is vacant at the present time. 



Title No. 46. 
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Engine House, No. 6 (Old) 



MATTHIAS T. HOAGLAND AND 
ADALINE F., HIS WIFE, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



DEED $912.50— 
Dated Aug. 10, 1869. 
Ack. Aug. 12, 1869. 
^ Rec. Aug. 12, 1869. 
Book 38, pages 545, &c. 
Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that tract or parcel of land and premises hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, County of Union and State of New Jersey, on the 
northerly side of Magnolia Street, between Meadow and Cath- 
erine Streets. 

BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of Magnolia 
Street distant 134 feet westerly from a point on the northerly 
side of said street designated by a stone planted for a landmark 
directly under the street fence; thence running northerly in a 
line at right angles with the northerly line of Magnolia Street one 
hundred (100) feet, more or less, to line of land of John Brosna- 
han ; thence westerly on the line of land of said John Brosnahan 
twenty-five (25) feet to land conveyed by George Peters and 
wife to Anna L. Staats ; thence southerly on a line at right angles 
with the northerly line of said Magnolia Street, one hundred 
(100) feet, more or less, to the northerly line of said Magnolia 
Street, and thence easterly on the northerly line of said Magnolia 
Street tWenty-five (25) feet to the place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 47. 



*' ^ .'\ 



ENGINE HOUSE, NO. 7 

Eleventh Ward. 

83-85 Prince Street. 401-415 Irvington Avenue. 

Purchased by the City of Elizabeth from Frederick L. Heid- 
ritter and Anna R., his wife; August Heidritter, widower, and 
Frederick L. Heidritter and August Heidritter, partners trading 
as F. L. & A. Heidritter, for $3,900, by deed warranty dated 
June 14, 1907, recorded July 31, 1907 (Union County Deeds, Bk. 
491, />/>. 106, &€.; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol, 2, No. 114). 

Purchase was authorized by City Council at a meeting held 
June 3, 1907 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 52, pp. 7-8). 



Title No. 47. 




ENGINE HOUSE No 7 
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Engine House, No. 7 



FREDERICK L. HEIDRITTER AND 



ANNA R. HEIDRITTER HIS WIFE; p^gp ^^j^ $3,900- 

AUGUST HEIDRITTER (WIDOWER) / ^ ' 

AND FREDERICK L. HEIDRITTER [ Z^}f J^^^q \^ 

AND AUGUST HEIDRITTER, PART- > ^^^- J^^ ^» }^i' 

NERS TRADING AS F. L. & A. f ^^0 July 31, 1907 

HEIDRITTER, \ ^^^^ 491, pages 106, &C. 

^Q \ Deeds for Union Co. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. / 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain lot, tract or parcel of land and premises, 
hereinafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey. 

BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of the 
northerly line of Prince Street with the easterly line of Irvington 
Avenue; thence running northerly, along said line of Irvington 
Avenue, two hundred (200) feet ; thence easterly at right angles 
to Irvington Avenue, sixty-five (65) feet; thence southerly, 
parallel with said Irvington Avenue two hundred (200) feet to 
the said northerly line of Prince Street; thence westerly along 
said northerly line of Prince Street, sixty-five (65) feet to the 
point or place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 48. 

FIRE HOUSE SITE 
Tenth Ward. 

521-535 West Jersey Street. 514-528 West Grand Street. 

A triangular plot of ground located at the intersection of West 
Grand and West Jersey Streets, conveyed to the City of Elizabeth 
by deed of John E. Woodruff, unmarried, and Edward C. Wood- 
ruff and Henrietta C. Woodruff, his wife, dated April 28, 1920, 
recorded May 17, 1920, the consideration being $2,000 (Union 
County Deeds, Bk. 795, p. 168 ; City Clerk's Bk., Vol. 3, No. 40. 

This property was purchased pursuant to a resolution of City 
Council adopted March 5, 1920 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, />. 
257). 

Title was guaranteed by the Fidelity Trust Company under 
date of May 17, 1920 (Guarantee No. 35617; Title No. 44797), in 
accordance with resolution of City Council adopted March 5, 
1920 (City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 256). 



Title No. 48. 




FIRE HOUSE SITE 
West Grand and West Jersey Streets 
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FiRBi House Site 

West Jersey and West Grand Streets 



JOHN E. WOODRUFF, UNMARRIED, V ^^j^ j^^^j) $2,000- 
AND EDWARD C. WOODRUFF AND I ta . j a -i oo ir^-ir^* 
HENRIETTA C. WOODRUFF, HIS / ^^^^^'^/P^OQ ^ non^* 

I Ack. April 28, 1920. 

' ( Rec. May 17, 1920. 

TO V Book 795, pages 168, &c. 

I Deeds for Union Co. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. / 

CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land, premises hereinafter 
particularly described situate, lying and being in the City of Eliza- 
beth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point at the intersection of the north- 
easterly line of West Jersey Street with the southerly line of West 
Grand Street; thence southeast along the northeasterly line of 
West Jersey Street one hundred and ninety-two (192) feet to a 
point; thence northerly in a straight line one hundred six and 
fourteen one-hundredths (106.14) feet to the southerly line of 
West Grand Street at a point distant one hundred and ninety- 
two (192) feet easterly from the place of beginning; thence 
westerly along the southerly line of West Grand Street one hun- 
dred and ninety-two (192) feet to the place of beginning. 

Being Lot 19 on a map entitled "Map of Building Lots in the 
City of Elizabeth, belonging to Edward C. Woodruff." 
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TITLE NO. 49. 

FIRE HOUSE SITE 

Sixth Ward. 

713 Bayway 665-667 South Broad Street. 

This property was conveyed to the City of Elizabeth in con- 
sideration of $1,600 by Willard S. Muchmore, dated May 4, 
1920, and recorded May 12, 1920 (Union County Deeds, Bk, 795, 
p. 64 ; City Clerk's Deed Bk., Vol. 3, No. 39). 

The purchase was made pursuant to resolution of City Coun- 
cil adopted March 5, 1920 {City Council Minutes, Bk, 62, p, 257). 

Title was guaranteed by the Fidelity Trust Company {Guar- 
anty No. 35636; Title No. 44672), in accordance with resolution 
of City Council adopted March 5, 1920 {City Council Minutes, 
Bk. 62, /^. 256). 



Title No. 49. 




FIRE HOUSE SITE 
South Broad Street, near Bayway 



CITY OF ELIZABETH, N. J. 215 

FiRK House Site 

South Broad Street, near Bayway 



WILLARD S. MUCHMORE (UN- 
MARRIED), 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 



WARRANTY DEED $1 etc. 

Dated May 4, 1920. 
I Ack. May 10, 1920. 
^ Rec. May 12, 1920. 

Book 795, pages 64, &c. 

Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises, here- 
inafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City 
of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the westerly side of South Broad 
Street, which point is distant one hundred and thirty-eight and 
fifty one-hundredths (138.50) feet in a northerly direction from 
the comer formed by the intersection of the westerly side of 
South Broad Street with the northeasterly side of Bayway; from 
thence running north ten (10) degrees nineteen (19) minutes east 
and along the westerly side of South Broad Street forty-eight and 
ninety one hundredths (48.90) feet to a point; thence north 
seventy-nine (79) degrees forty-one (41) minutes west one hun- 
dred and fifty (150) feet to a point and corner; thence south ten 
(10) degrees nineteen (19) minutes west sixty-nine and seventy- 
four one hundredths (69.74) feet to the northwesterly side of 
Bayway; thence south forty-one (41) degrees thirty-four (34) 
minutes east and along the northeasterly side of Bayway thirty- 
eight and sixty one-hundredths (38.60) feet to a point; thence 
north seventy -nine (79) degrees fifty-two (52) minutes west one 
hundred and twenty-seven and sixty-two one-hundredths (127.62) 
feet to the westerly side of South Broad Street, the point and 
place of beginning. 

The above description is in accordance with survey made by 
Thomas E. Collins, City Engineer, March, 1920. 

The above premises being also known and designated in 
Block 1 on the Map of John B. Bacon & Co., of a part of the 
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— ' 

Freeman E. Tucker Farm, on file in the Union County Clerk's 
office, lying on the west side of Broad Street, and bounded on 
said street, being designated on said map as Lot No. 17. 
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TITLE NO. 50. 

SOUTH FIRST STREET AND AMBOY AVENUE BRIDGE 

Riparian Grant. 

Grant covering this land given by the State for the sum of 
$720.00 ($2.00 per front foot) under date of December 27, 1905, 
recorded February 10, 1906. (Union County Deeds, Bk. 461, 
p 82 &€.; Riparian Grants Liber Q, fol. 486 &c.; City Clerk's 
Deed Bk. Vol 3, p. 17.) 

On September 15, 1905, City Council directed the City Attor- 
ney to apply to the Riparian Commissioners for grant at this 
point. {City Council Minutes, Book 49, p, 188.) 

Bridge was built by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the 
County of Union under contract dated September 27, 1907. 
{Information from County Engineer's office.) 



Title No. 50. 
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SOUTH FIRST STREET BRIDGE 
Riparian Grant 
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South First Street and Amboy Avenue Bridge 
Riparian Grant. 



THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

TO 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. 

CONVEYS: 



^ 



y 



y 



RIPARIAN GRANT $720- 

Dated Dec. 27, 1905. 
Ack. Jan. 15, 1906. 
Rec. Feb. 10, 1906. 
Book 461, page 32 &c. 
Deeds for Union County. 



ALL that parcel of land flowed by tide water, lying in the 
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New 
Jersey, described as follows : 

BEGINNING at a point in the high water line of the south- 
westerly shore of the Elizabeth River, where the same is inter- 
sected by the southeasterly line of Amboy Avenue produced 
northeasterly ; said point being also distant thirty-seven and fifty- 
four one-hundredths feet measured northeasterly along said 
southeasterly line of Amboy Avenue from the northeasterly line 
of an unnamed street, the centre line of which street is distant 
nineteen hundred and forty feet measured northeasterly from 
the centre line of Bayway ; and from said beginning point north- 
easterly along the southeasterly line of Amboy Avenue extended, 
north fifty degrees and fifty-five minutes east ten (10) feet to 
the Exterior Wharf Line established by the Commissioners ap- 
pointed under the authority of the act entitled "An Act to ascer- 
tain the rights of the State and of Riparian owners in the lands 
lying under the waters of the Bay of New York and elsewhere 
in this State," approved April 11th, A. D. 1864, and the supple- 
ments thereto; thence along said Exterior Wharf Line north 
sixty-three degrees and twenty-five minutes west, thirty-eight and 
nine one hundredths (38.09) feet to a point; thence still along 
said Exterior Wharf Line north fifty-two degrees and forty-one 
mimltes west two hundred and sixty (260) feet to a point ; thence 
still along said Exterior Wharf Line, curving to the left on a 
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radius of four hundred and fifty feet, sixty-two (62) feet to a 
point ; thence south twenty-eight degrees west, ten and five-tenths 
(10.5) feet to the high water line of the southwesterly shore of 
the Elizabeth River; thence southeasterly along the said high 
water line the various courses and distances thereof to the place 
of beginning. 
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TITI.E NO. 51. 

BALTIC STREET AND TRENTON AVENUE BRIDGE 

Riparian Grant. 

Riparian Grant at this point given by the State for the sum 
of $120. ($1.00 per front foot, dated April 29, 1915, recorded 
July 10, 1915. (Union County Deeds, Bk. 665, p. 260; Riparian 
Grants, Liber U fol 319; City Clerk's Deed, Bk. Vol 3, p. 10.) 

On May 20, 1914, City Council by resolution directed the 
City Attorney to make application to the State Riparian Commis- 
sioners for grant or release of lands necessary for the construc- 
tion of the Baltic Street bridge. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 59, 
p. 339.) On March 22, 1915, the Committee on Finance reported 
recommending the adoption of a resolution authorizing the 
Comptroller to draw warrant for $120 in payment for Riparian 
Grant at this point, which was adopted {City County Minutes, 
Bk. 60, p. 188). 

Bridge was built in 1917 under permit granted to the Union 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders by the War Dept., under 
date of December 31, 1914. '{Information from County En- 
gineer's office.) 



Title No. 51. 
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BALTIC STREET AND TRENTON AVENUE BRIDGE 

Riparian Grant 
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Baltic Street and Trenton Avenue Bridge 
Riparian Grant. 



THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

TO 
THE CITY OF EUZABETH. 



^ RIPARIAN GRANT $120- 
Dated April 29, 1915. 
Ack. May 4, 1915. 
" Rec. July 10, 1915 
Book 665, page 260 &c. 

J Deeds for Union Co. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL those two tracts or parcels of land flowed by tide water 
lying in the City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State 
of New Jersey, described as follows: 

FIRST TRACT : Beginning at a point in the high water line 
of the easterly shore of Elizabeth River, where the same is inter- 
sected by the northerly line of Baltic Street; and from thence 
westerly; along the northerly line of Baltic Street extended, to 
the Exterior Wharf Line on the easterly shore of Elizabeth 
River, established by the Commissioners, appointed under the 
authority of the act entitled "An Act to ascertain the rights of 
the State and of Riparian owners in the lands lying under the 
water of the Bay of New York and elsewhere in this State," 
approved April 11th, A. D. 1864, and the supplements thereto; 
said Exterior Wharf Line being shown on the map hereto an- 
nexed as running along the westerly face of the easterly fender 
of the bridge, the plans for which are submitted with the appli- 
cation of the City of Elizabeth and are made a part of said 
application ; thence southerly along said Exterior Wharf Line as 
shown on the map hereto annexed, on an angle of seventy degrees 
(70°) with the center line of said bridge as planned, to a point 
in line with the southerly line of Baltic Street extended westerly 
to said Exterior Wharf Line ; thence easterly along the southerly 
line of Baltic Street extended, to the high water line of the 
easterly shore of Elizabeth River; thence northerly along said 
high water line to the place of beginning. 
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SECOND TRACT : Eeginning at a point in the high water 
line of the westerly shore of Elizabeth River, where the same is 
intersected by the northerly line of Trenton Avenue; and from 
thence easterly along the northerly line of Trenton Avenue ex- 
tended and parallel with the center line of the above mentioned 
bridge as planned, to the Exterior Wharf Line on the westerly 
side of Elizabeth River established by the Commissioners 
appointed under the authority of the act aforesaid and the supple- 
ments thereto, said Exterior Wharf Line being distant sixty (60) 
feet at right angles in the clear from the Exterior Wharf Line 
on the easterly shore of said River; thence southerly along said 
Exterior Wharf Line at an angle of seventy (70) degrees with 
the center line of said bridge as planned, to a point in line with 
the southerly line of Trenton Avenue extended easterly to said 
Exterior Wharf Line; thence westerly along the southerly line 
of Trenton Avenue extended, to the high water line of the west- 
erly shore of Elizabeth River; thence northerly along said high 
water line to the place of beginning. 
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TITLE NO. 52. 

SOUTH FRONT STREET BRIDGE 
Riparian Grant. 

Riparian Grant at this point was given by the State under date 
of April 16, 1917, for $260.00. ($1.00 per front foot on both 
sides of the River) and recorded May 15, 1917. (Union County 
Deeds, Bk. 705, p. 195 &c.; Riparian Grants Liber V, fol. 300; 
City Clerk's Deed Bk. Vol. 3, p. 11.) 

On October 26th the Board of PubUc Works directed the 
City Attorney to apply to the State Board of Commerce and 
Navigation for grant of the State's rights at this point. ^(Bd. 
Public Works Minutes, Bk. 1, p. 434.) 

On May 7, 1917, City Council passed a resolution authorizing 
the payment of $260 for the Riparian Rights above referred to. 
{City Council Minutes, Bk. 61, p. 160 61.) 

Map of location and plans for bridge at this point were ap- 
proved by the Secretary of War under date of July 3, 1916. 
{Freeholder's office information,) 
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SOUTH FRONT STREET BRIDGE 

Riparian Grant 
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South Front Street Bridge 
Riparian Grant. 



THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ^ RIPARIAN GRANT $260— 

I Dated April 16, 1917. 
TO j^ Ack. April 23, 1917. 

Rec. May 15, 1917. 
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH. j Decds for Union County. 



CONVEYS: 

ALL those two tracts or parcels of land now or formerly 
flowed by tide water, lying in the City of Elizabeth, in the County 
of Union and State of New Jersey, described as follows : 

THE FIRST TRACT : Beginning at a point in the original 
high water line of the southwesterly shore of Elizabeth River, 
where the same is intersected by the northwesterly line of South 
Front Street, and from thence northeasterly along the north- 
westerly line of South Front Street extended, to the face of the 
present bulkhead on the southwesterly side of said River ; thence 
easterly, along said present bulkhead, fifty (50) feet, more or 
less, to a point in the Exterior Bulkhead Line established by the 
Board of Commerce and Navigation appointed under authority 
of the act entitled "An Act creating a department to be known 
as the Board of Commerce and Navigation, and vesting therein 
all the powers and duties now devolved, by law, upon the Board 
of Riparian Commissioners, etc.," approved April 8, 1915, and 
shown on the map hereto annexed, in red ; thence, easterly, along 
said Exterior Bulkhead Line, as shown on the map hereto 
annexed, in red, sixty-three (63) feet, more or less, to a point; 
thence southeasterly still along said Exterior Bulkhead Line as 
shown on the map hereto annexed, in red, and in line with the 
present bulkhead on the southwesterly side of Elizabeth River, 
forty-seven (47) feet, more or less, to a point in line with the 
southeasterly line of South Front Street extended northeasterly 
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to said Exterior Bulkhead Line; thence southwesterly along the 
southeasterly line of South Front Street extended, to the original 
high water line of the southwesterly shore of Elizabeth River; 
thence northwesterly along said original high water line to the 
place of beginning. 

THE SECOND TRACT : Beginning at a point in the orig- 
inal high water line of the northeasterly shore of Elizabeth River, 
where the same is intersected by the northwesterly line of South 
Front Street, and from thence southwesterly along the north- 
westerly line of South Front Street extended, to a point in the 
face of the present bulkhead on the northeasterly side of Elizabeth 
River, distant 75 feet at right angles northeasterly from the 
Exterior Bulkhead Line on the southwesterly side of EHzabeth 
River; thence southeasterly along said Exterior Bulkhead Line 
as shown on the map hereto annexed, in red, and 75 feet north- 
erly at right angles from the Exterior Bulkhead Line on the 
southwesterly side of said River, 100 feet more or less to a point 
in line with the southeasterly line of South Front Street extended, 
southwesterly to said Exterior Bulkhead Line ; thence northeast- 
erly along the southeasterly line of South Front Street extended, 
to the original high water line of the northeasterly shore of 
Elizabeth River; thence northwesterly along said original high 
water line to the place of beginning. 

With the right to construct a new movable bridge, to be of the 
lift type of the plan approved by the Secretary of War and under 
the conditions prescribed by the Secretary of War. 
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TITLE NO. 53. 

CLARKSON AVENUE PUMPING STATION 
INTERCEPTING SEWER 

17-19 Clarkson Avenue. 2 Britton Street 

The pumping station, v/h:ch is part of the intercepting sewer 
system, is located underground within the Unes of Clarkson 
Avenue, near the comer of a new street known as Britton Street. 
It was constructed under contract date September 1 1900, 
awarded at meeting of City Council, held August 16, 1909. (City 
Council Minutes, Bk. 55, p. 198 ; City Clerk's office, Contract No. 
1039.) The amount stipulated in the contract was $12,835, but 
the final estimate passed June 15, 1910, authorizes the payment of 
"$13,810.50 less previous payments." {City Council Minutes, Bk. 
55, p. 477.) 

Under date of May 27, 1920, the Board of Public Works 
passed a resolution to petition City Council for $1,200 to purchase 
land at the intersection of Clarkson Avenue and "B" Street for 
the purpose of providing additional space above ground at the 
Pumping Station {Board Public Works Binutes, Bk. 4, p. 131), 
which was received at a meeting of Council on June 5, 1920, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance ,City Council Minutes, Bk. 
62, p. 311). On July 6, 1920, said Committee reported in favor 
of the purchase of this property and at the same meeting a reso- 
lution was adopted appropriating the sum of $1,200 for the pur- 
pose. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, pp. 333 and 335.) 

On July 15, 1920, the Board of Public Works adopted a reso- 
lution directing the City Attorney to take steps to legally acquire 
title to this property, being a tract 44 ft. on "B" Street and 100 
ft. on Clarkson Avenue from the Standard Oil Co. for $1,200. 
(Board of Public Works Minutes, Bk. 4, p. 167.) 

The land was acquired in accordance with the foregoing 
resolution, by deed dated March 16, 1921, and recorded April 1, 
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1921. (Union County Deeds, book and page number not yet 
assigned by the Register.) 

The title to this property is being guaranteed by the FideHty 
Trust Co. (Application No. 45865). 

By resolution of the Board of Public Works, adopted Sep- 
tember 2, 1920, on petition of the Standard Oil Co., the street 
marked "B" on the Standard Oil maps was designated as "Britton 
Street." (Board Public Works Minutes, Bk. 4, p. 219.) 
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Intercepting Sewer 
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C1.ARKS0N AvKNUE Pumping Station — Intercepting Shw^r 



STANDARD OIL COMPANV OF N. J., 
A CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, 

TO 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH, A MUNIC- 
IPAL CORPORATION. 



DEED WARRANTY— 

Cons. $1.00, etc. 
Dated March 16, 1921. 
J^Ack. March 16, 1921. 
Rec. April 1, 1921. 
Deed Book , page 



Deeds for Union County. 



ALL that lot, tract or parcel of land and premises hereinafter 
particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City of 
Elizabeth, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

The lot on the southwest comer of Clarkson Avenue and 
Britton Street, designated as Lot number 154 in Block number 7, 
on Development Map 834-11, said lot fronting about forty-four 
(44) feet on "B" Street and one hundred (100) feet on Clark- 
son Avenue. 
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TITLE NO. 54. 

LAND FOR THE EXTENSION OF LAFAYETTE STREET 
SMITH STREET TO LIVINGSTON STREET 

832-840 Livingston Street 

Land located in the Ninth Ward, and purchased from the 
Security Land and Improvement Company by deed dated August 
27, 1920, and recorded September 10, 1920, the consideration 
being $2,500. ( Union County Deeds, Bk. 809, p. 139 ; City Clerk's 
Deed Bk., Vol 3, No, 41.) 

The Board of Public Works on April 22, 1920, received a peti- 
tion for the opening of Lafayette Street, from its present ter- 
minus to Livingston Street {B. P. IV. Minutes, Bk. 4, p. 95), and 
on May 5, 1920, a resolution was adopted by City Council re- 
quested the Board of Public Works to consider the opening and 
extending of Lafayette Street, from Smith Street to Livingston 
Street. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 300.) 

Under date of May 27, 1920, the Board of Public Works 
adopted a resolution to petition City Council for $2,500 for the 
purchase of the land necessary to make this improvement {B. P. 
IV. Minutes, Bk. 1, p. 131), which was received by City Council 
at its meeting of June 7, 1920, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance {City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, p. 311). The Committee 
on Finance reported back on July 6, 1920, in favor of granting the 
request, and at the same meeting a resolution was adopted appro- 
priating the sum of $2,500, and the issuance of temporary loan 
bonds to cover the same. {City Council Minutes, Bk. 62, pp. 330 
and 336.) 

Subsequently, on July 15, 1920, the Board of Public Works 
by resolution directed the City Attorney to take the necessary 
steps to acquire the property fronting on Livingston Street 104 
feet with an irregular depth averaging about 70 feet, from the 
Security Land and Improvement Co. at a cost of $2,500, for the 



234 PUBLIC PROPERTIES 



purpose of opening Lafayette Street from its present terminus 
to Livingston Street. (B. P. W. Minutes, Bk. 4, p. 167.) 

Title was guaranteed by the Fidelity Trust Company under 
date of August 4, 1920. {Guarantee 36452, Application No. 
45879.) 

The new street will not occupy all of the land purchased, but 
there will be about forty-three feet front on Livingston Street 
left over. (B. P. W. letter to the City Attorney, dated July 
16, 1920.) 
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LAFAYETTE STREET EXTENSION 
Smith Street to Livingston Street 
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Land for Extension of Lafayette Street — 
Smith to Livingston Streets 



SECURITY LAND AND IMPROVE" i riT^T-T^ wAP ^O K(\(\ (\(\ 
MENT COMPANY, A CORPORATION, ) ^^,^P .^'^?: ^hi^n'^^ 

* ' Dated Aug. 27, 1920. 

Ack. Aug. 27, 1920. 

Rec. Sept. 10, 1920. 

. Book 809, p. 139, &c. 

THE CITY OF ELIZABETH, A MU- jy^^^^ f^^ ^^^^^ County. 

NICIPAL CORPORATION. ' 



TO 



CONVEYS: 

ALL that certain tract or parcel of land and premises, here- 
inafter particularly described, situate, lying and being in the City 
of Elizabeth in the County of Union and State of New Jersey. 

BEGINNING at a point in the most southerly line of Livings- 
ton Street distant northwesterly thr^e hundred and eighty-three 
and sixty-two hundredth (383.62) feet from the corner formed 
by the intersection of the most southerly line of Livingston Street 
with the most westerly line of Division Street; thence running 
northwesterly along said most southerly line of Livingston Street, 
one hundred and three and ninety- four hundredths (103.94) feet, 
more or less, to a point which is three hundred and forty-eight 
and one-hundredth (348.01) feet southeasterly from the comer 
formed by the intersection of said line of Livingston Street with 
the most easterly line of Smith Street, being a corner of land con- 
veyed by Anna H. Noyes to Edwin H. Smith and Ernest O. 
Smith ; thence rimning southwesterly at right angles to said line 
of Livingston Street, and along lands now or late of said Smith, 
forty-three and forty-two hundredths (43.42) feet to an angle; 
thence southerly at right angles to Lafayette Street, and still 
along lands now or late of said Smith, forty-three and forty-two 
hundredths (43.42) feet to the northerly line of Lafayette Street, 
at a point which is two hundred and seventy-five (275) feet east- 
erly from the corner formed by the intersection of the easterly 
line of Smith Street with the said northerly line of Lafayette 
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Street ; thence easterly along said line of Lafayette Street, f fity- 
six and fifty hundredths (56.50) feet to a point; thence on a 
course south twenty-two degrees thirteen minutes west, fifty-one 
and ihirty-seven hundredths (51.37) feet to a point; thence in a 
northeasterly direction on a line at right angles to said most 
southerly line of Livingston Street, ninety-one and one one- 
hundredth (91.01) feet to the said most southerly line of Liv- 
ingston Street at the point or place of beginning. 

The above described land and premises are hereby conveyed 
subject to the right of the City of Elizabeth to use, maintain and 
repair a sewer which runs from the easterly terminus of Lafayette 
Street through part of the above described property and connects 
with the sewer in Livingston Street. 
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